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learn his 
name first' 

The politicizing of military 
widows touching a nerve 

By Alex Horton 

The Washington Post 

I n a way, Jenn Budenz lies with him, her 
hand resting on their infant, with a gaze 
fixed on a framed photo of Andrew 
Budenz in a sharp Marine Corps uniform. 
His face is everywhere at the grave — 
screened on a blanket and printed on a shirt 
worn by Andrew Jr., who is tucked in a car 
seat, staring back at his mother with blue eyes 
inherited from his father. Andrew Sr. had 
been dead for eight months in 2014, yet Jenn 
and her son visited daily. 

But you wouldn’t know any of that from the 
photo of Budenz rocketing across social media, 
posted, reposted, stripped of all context and 
infused with political memes and percolated 
for months in conservative media channels 
before it reached President Donald Trump’s 
Twitter feed on Thursday. 

“So beautiful. ... Show this picture to the 
NFL players who still kneel!” Trump said of 
the photo, referring to football players who 
have taken a knee during the national anthem 
to protest police killings of black civilians, a 
politically divisive movement led by quarter¬ 
back Colin Kaepernick that has rankled some 
as anti-military. 

SEE WIDOWS ON PAGE 6 

Seana Arrechaga views her husband, 

Sgt. 1st Class Ofren Arrechaga — who was 
killed in combat in Afghanistan — as he lies 
in his casket in Clarksville, Tenn., in 2011. 

Katherine pREv/The Washington Post 


S. Korea hopes Olympics talks with North will ease tensions 


By Kim Gamel 
AND Yoo Kyong Chang 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South Korea 
will try to use talks with North Korea about 
its possible Olympic participation to jump- 
start a broader process of engagement be¬ 
tween the longtime adversaries, officials 
said Monday. 

The statements reflect hopes that the di¬ 
alogue to be held Tuesday in the truce vil¬ 
lage of Panmunjom will give momentum 


to efforts to peacefully resolve the crisis 
over the North’s banned nuclear weapons 
program. 

President Donald Trump also said he 
“would love” to see the two sides discuss 
more than just the Olympics, adding that 
he would be willing to speak by phone with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

The Republican president has previously 
dismissed talks with Pyongyang as a waste 
of time but appeared to soften his fiery rhet¬ 
oric ahead of the first round of talks between 
the two Koreas in more than two years. 


Seoul and Washington have agreed to 
postpone joint war games until after the 
Feb. 9-25 Olympics in a nod to the North, 
which considers the military exercises to 
be a rehearsal for an invasion. 

No new date has been set for the drills, 
but Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said 
they would resume after the Paralympics 
conclude on March 18 in the South Korean 
resort city of Pyeongchang. 

South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
has pressed for Pyongyang to partici¬ 
pate in the Winter Games as part of his 


administration’s efforts to pursue peace 
and ease security fears surrounding the 
competitions. 

Unification Minister Cho Myoung-gyon, 
who will lead a five-member government 
delegation to the talks on Tuesday, said 
South Korea also will seek to discuss ways 
to ease military tensions and reunite fami¬ 
lies that were left divided after the 1950-53 
Korean War, which ended in an armistice 
instead of a peace treaty. 

SEE KOREA ON PAGE 3 
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USS Carney cruises 
into Black Sea as 
Navy boosts patrols 



By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — The USS 
Camey cruised into the Black 
Sea on Friday, the third US. de¬ 
stroyer since August to patrol the 
tense region. 

In the past, US. warships 
sailed into the Black Sea only 
sporadically and mostly for allied 
exercises. But the Arleigh Burke- 
class destroyers USS Porter and 
James E. Williams patrolled 
those waters in August and late 
November, respectively. 

Moscow views the increased 
US. presence in the Black Sea 
as part of Washington’s more ag¬ 
gressive posturing since Russia 
annexed the Crimean Peninsula 
in 2014. 


Navy officials say the ships are 
being sent there to bolster allied 
defenses and protect waters of eco¬ 
nomic and military importance. 

“US. ships will continue to 
enter the Black Sea and work with 
our allies and partners to ensure 
maritime security and stability,” 
Capt. Tate Westbrook, who over¬ 
sees ships in the 6th Fleet theater, 
said recently. 

Washington rankled Moscow 
with its recent decision to supply 
lethal weapons, including anti¬ 
tank missiles, to Ukraine in its 
fight against Russia-backed sepa¬ 
ratist rebels. These will include 
the Raytheon Javelin anti-tank 
missiles that Ukraine wants to 
bolster its anti-tank capabilities. 
Previously, Washington has pro¬ 
vided Ukraine only with support 


equipment and training. 

Some analysts say it’s impera¬ 
tive that the US. steps up its aer¬ 
ial and maritime patrols because 
Russia too is deploying more 
naval forces in the Black Sea. 


“If Moscow mounts a challenge 
to our presence and our alliances 
in the region on a day-in, day-out 
basis and Washington replies to 
that challenge only erratically 
and occasionally, who comes out 


ahead in that dialogue?” said 
James Holmes, strategy profes¬ 
sor at the Naval War College. 
“Moscow, in all likelihood.” 

wyland.scott(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: ©wylandstripes 


S. Korean man captured after breaching gate at Camp Humphreys 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — A South Korean 
man breached a gate at Camp Humphreys 
over the weekend but was captured and 
turned over to national police, a spokes¬ 
man said. 

The suspect drove through the gate at the 
sprawling Army garrison south of Seoul on 
Saturday and reportedly was pursued by 
US. military police in a car chase before 


he was apprehended. 

Garrison spokesman Bob McElroy con¬ 
firmed a man got through a barrier at the 
gate before he was caught by the MPs and 
turned over to South Korean police. 

McElroy said there were reports that the 
man had been seen outside the gate a cou¬ 
ple of times before breaking through but 
declined to provide more details because 
the incident is still under investigation. 

“He was apprehended without incident,” 


McElroy said. No injuries were reported. 

McElroy said he didn’t immediately 
have information about damages, but a 
post on Humphreys’ Facebook page said 
the main gate was closed for emergency 
maintenance. 

A newly expanded Camp Humphreys, 
about 40 miles south of Seoul, is home to 
the Eighth Army headquarters and will 
eventually house the bulk of US. Forces 
Korea after a much-delayed project to re¬ 
locate them from Seoul and other bases 


near the border with North Korea. 

The United States has about 28,500 ser- 
vicemembers along with family members 
and civilian contractors based in South 
Korea, which remains technically at war 
with the North after the 1950-53 conflict 
ended in an armistice instead of a peace 
treaty. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus FichtI contrib¬ 
uted to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter; @kimgamel 
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PACIFIC _ 

2nd US helo makes Okinawa emergency landing 



Takuto Kaneko, Kyodo News/AP 


A U.S. Marine Corps AH-l attack helicopter sits near a Japanese 
police vehicle in Yomitan village, Okinawa, Japan, on Monday. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa—No 
injuries or damage were reported 
Monday after a Marine Corps heli¬ 
copter — the second in three days 
— was brought down on Okinawa 
because of an emergency. 

An AH-IZ Viper assigned to 
Marine Corps Air Station Futen- 
ma made an emergency landing 
about 4:45 p.m. inside a fenced-off, 
grassy area at a private waste dis¬ 
posal site in Yomitan village, an 
Okinawa pohce spokesman said. It 
was put down on the northern side 
of Hotel Nikko Alivila by its two 
crewmembers after a warning 
light came on. No smoke or flames 
were reported. 

Marine officials could not be 
reached for comment Monday 
evening. 

The emergency comes on the 
heels of a similar incident Satur¬ 
day, when a UH-IY Venom from 
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wingmade 
a “preventive landing” just after 
4 p.m. on an Ikei Island beach. A 


warning light indicated excessive 
speed from its main rotor. 

The Viper — dubbed by the Ma¬ 
rines the most advanced attack 
helicopter in the world—has been 
in the Pacific only a httle more 
than a year. With the benefit of ad¬ 
vanced systems that include a fully 
integrated air-to-air missile capa¬ 
bility, Viper pilots can run safety 
diagnostics while the helicopter is 
airborne and diagnose issues be¬ 
fore they become a problem. The 
airframe has been heralded for 
its safety features since coming to 
the island. 

A similar incident involving 
a Viper happened Jan. 20, 2017, 
when one of the attack helicopters 
made a precautionary landing on 
an isolated farm road on Ikei Is¬ 
land after a warning indication in 
the cockpit. There were no inju¬ 
ries or damage. 

Viper pilots said that incident 
proved the strength of the aircraft 
because they were forewarned of 
a potential problem in time to put 
it down safely. They also said the 
helicopter’s computerized sys¬ 


tems made it easy to download 
flight data, which is passed to 
maintenance teams who can iden¬ 
tify irregularities. 

The emergency landings on Sat¬ 
urday and Monday are the latest 
in a string of U.S. military aircraft 
mishaps on or around the south¬ 
ern Japanese island prefecture 
that have led to heightened safety 
concerns among Okinawa’s local 
population. 

On Dec. 13, a CH-53E Super 
Stalhon’s window inexplicably 
became separated from the air¬ 
craft and landed on an elemen¬ 
tary school sports field adjacent to 
Futenma’s fence line. More than 
50 schoolchildren were playing at 
the time, and one boy was slightly 
injured from a pebble that flew up 
during impact. 

On Dec. 7, a plastic part thought 
to belong to a U.S. mihtary he- 
hcopter landed on the roof of a 
local day care facility, leading to 
protests in front of US. mihtary 
facilities. 

In October, a 1st Marine Air¬ 
craft Wing Super Stallion made an 
emergency landing in a farmer’s 


field outside Okinawa’s Northern 
Training Area after an in-flight 
fire. The aircraft was an almost 
total loss. 

The incidents over the past few 
days could embolden Okinawa’s 
small but potent protest move¬ 
ment, which is backed by Gov. 
Takeshi Onaga, and lead to re¬ 


newed demonstrations against 
U.S. military aircraft and plans 
to relocate Marine air operations 
within the prefecture, from Futen- 
ma to Camp Schwab in Okinawa’s 
remote north. 

burl<e.matt@str]pes.Fom 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 


Oil tanker burning off China’s 
east coast at risk of exploding 



CCTV/AP Video 

A rescue ship on Monday sprays water to put out a blaze aboard the Panama- 
registered tanker Sanchi after a collision Sunday with a Hong Kong-registered 
freighter off China’s eastern coast. 


By Gerry Shih 

Associated Press 

BEIJING—An oil tanker that caught fire 
after coUiding with a freighter off China’s 
east coast is at risk of exploding and sink¬ 
ing, Chinese state media reported Monday, 
as authorities from three countries strug¬ 
gled to find its 32 missing crewmembers 
and contain oil spewing from the blazing 
wreck. 

State broadcaster China Central Tele¬ 
vision, citing Chinese officials, said none 
of the 30 Iranians and two Bangladeshis 
who have been missing since the collision 
late Saturday had been found as of 8 a.m. 
Monday. Search and cleanup efforts have 
been hampered by fierce fires and poison¬ 
ous gases that have engulfed the tanW and 
surrounding waters, CCTV reported. 

The Panama-registered tanker Sanchi 
was saihng from Iran to South Korea when 
it collided with the Hong Kong-registered 
freighter CF Crystal in the East China Sea, 
160 miles off the coast of Shanghai, China’s 
Ministry of Transport said. 

China, South Korea and the U.S. have 
sent ships and planes to search for the San- 
chi’s crew, all of whom remain missing. The 
U.S. Navy, which sent a P-8A aircraft from 


Okinawa, Japan, to aid the search, said late 
Sunday that none of the missing crew had 
been found. 

All 21 crewmembers of the Crystal, 
which was carrying grain from the United 
States to China, were rescued, the Chinese 
ministry said. The Crystal’s crewmembers 
were all Chinese nationals. 

It wasn’t immediately clear what caused 
the collision. 

Kwon Yong-deok, a Korea Coast Guard 
official, said thick black smoke was still bil¬ 
lowing from the ship Monday afternoon, 
and bad weather was worsening visibility at 
the scene. 

The Sanchi was carrying 150,000 tons, 
or nearly 1 million barrels, of condensate, 
a type of ultralight oil, according to Chi¬ 
nese authorities, who have dispatched three 
ships to clean the spill. 

By comparison, the Exxon Valdez was 
carrying 1.26 milhon barrels of crude oil 
when it spilled 260,000 barrels into Prince 
William Sound off Alaska in 1989, badly 
damaging local ecology and the area’s fish¬ 
ing-based economy. 

But the size of the oil slick from the San¬ 
chi — and the scale of the environmental 
toll — may be smaller. Unlike the thick 
crude that gushed out of the Valdez, much 


of the light, gassy condensate from the San¬ 
chi may have evaporated or burned imme¬ 
diately, Kwon said. 

The Sanchi’s own fuel that leaked during 
the collision will be more difficult to clean, 
officials said. 

South Korean petrochemical company 
Hanwha Total Co., a 50-50 partnership 
between Seoul-based Hanwha Group and 
French oil giant Total S.A., said in an email 
to The Associated Press that it had contract¬ 


ed the Sanchi to import Iranian condensate 
to South Korea. 

A Hanwha-Total spokesman who asked 
not to be named, citing office policies, said 
there is “little possibility” that condensate 
would leave traces in the ocean after it 
burned. He added that the losses would be 
covered by an insurance company. 

The Sanchi’s cargo was estimated to be 
worth more than $60 million. 


Korea: Experts say North might be trying to drive a wedge between US, South Korea 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“The two sides will focus on the Olym¬ 
pics. When discussing inter-Korean rela¬ 
tions, the government will seek to raise the 
issue of war-torn families and ways to ease 
military tensions,” Cho was quoted by the 
Yonhap News Agency as saying. “After this 
week’s high-level talks, there will be the 
need to continue discussions at the work¬ 
ing level.” 

Ministry spokesman Baik Tae-hyun de¬ 
clined to elaborate when asked during a 
separate briefing if the nuclear issue will 


be raised. “The two Koreas plan to discuss 
Olympic cooperation and issues of mutual 
concern,” he told reporters. 

North Korea’s chief negotiator will be Ri 
Son Gwon, chairman of the state agency in 
charge of inter-Korean affairs. 

The talks were scheduled after North 
Korea’s leader said in his New Year’s Day 
address that his country may participate in 
the games. At the same time, Kim warned 
the United States that a nuclear button sits 
on his desk at all times. 

That prompted Trump to boast that his 


nuclear button is “much bigger and more 
powerful,” the latest salvo in a war of words 
between the two leaders. 

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Nikki Haley defended Trump’s comments 
about North Korea after critics complained 
he was trivializing the possibility of nucle¬ 
ar war. 

“I think he always has to keep Kim on 
his toes,” she said during an interview on 
ABC’s “This Week.” 

While the initial round of talks has raised 
optimism after months of tough talk and 
weapons tests, many experts have warned 


that the North Koreans may have ulterior 
motives such as driving a wedge between 
the South and the United States. 

Pyongyang has been known to use talks 
in the past as leverage to wrangle aid and 
other concession from the West. 

It is suffering from several rounds of 
economic sanctions aimed at punishing it 
for dozens of missile and nuclear tests in 
defiance of UN. Security Council resolu¬ 
tions banning the use of such technology. 

chang.kyong@stripes.com 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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^Where’s our 
reckoning?’ 

Military women gather outside 
Pentagon in #MeToo protest 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 



ARLINGTON, Va. 
he moment was the most 
traumatic in her life. 
The last thing Nichole 
Bowen-Crawford want¬ 
ed to do was fly across the coun¬ 
try to stand in the bitter cold 
outside the nerve center of the 
nation’s defense system and tell 
everyone who would listen about 
being assaulted by a fellow sol¬ 
dier and then silenced by her 
superiors. 

But she believed she had to 
speak up and encourage others 
like her to break their silence. 

On Monday — the morn¬ 
ing after millions of viewers 
watched women in Hollywood 
declare at the Golden Globes 
that the time for sexual assault 
and harassment was up — she 
summoned the courage to fight 
through post-traumatic stress 
and step back into the limelight. 
She joined a small cadre of mili¬ 
tary survivors who demanded 
accountability from Pentagon 
leadership that has failed to end 
sexual assault in the Armed 
Forces. 

Her hope, she said, is that 
the #MeToo movement that 
has penetrated Hollywood and 
the halls of Congress will take 
hold within the tight ranks of 
the male-dominated U.S. mili¬ 
tary, where a culture of sexual 
assault, harassment and retali¬ 
ation for those who come for¬ 
ward remains pervasive. 

“The truth is, I am really 
scared to be here, really scared 
to tell my story,” she told a small 
crowd gathered at the Pentagon 
gates. “But standing up for the 
men and women who serve our 
country, who can’t report sexual 
assault in a safe way is more im¬ 
portant than my feehngs,” she 
said. “It’s time there is a safe way 
to report sexual assault in the 
military so that men and women 
have the freedom to say, “Me 
too,” instead of (maintaining) 
silence.” 

Retaliation 

Despite efforts to stem mili¬ 
tary sexual assault in recent 
years, the Pentagon estimates 
more than 6,100 sexual assaults 
took place in fiscal year 2016, a 
figure similar to the two previ¬ 
ous years and based only on data 
from those who’ve come forward 
to report. It also assesses that 
two-thirds of victims don’t re¬ 
port, which means there were 
more than 18,300 sexual assaults 
for each of those years. 


The same report found that 
only about 4 percent of cases 
resulted in conviction. 

In the meantime, six out of 
every 10 who reported sexual 
assault faced retaliation, often 
in the form of stigma, accusa¬ 
tions of personality disorder and 
being discharged with bad paper 
that would end careers and strip 
them of their veterans benefits 
and job prospects in the civilian 
world, said Lydia Watts, CEO at 
Service Women’s Action Net¬ 
work, or SWAN, which organized 
Monday’s protest. 

“Where is the incentive to re¬ 
port?” Watts said to the several 
dozen people assembled. “Your 
career may be damaged, you are 
more likely than not to be retali¬ 
ated against and then, even if a 
case is brought against your as¬ 
sailant, less than 1 in 20 cases 
will result in conviction and in 
the other 19 cases, the assailants 
will walk away unscathed. 

Demands 

“Military men and women are 
asking themselves, ‘Where’s our 
#MeToo reckoning? When do we 
see military perpetrators of sex¬ 
ual violence held to account?’ ” 

Bearing signs like “Denial 
is not a policy” and “Veterans 
demand reform,” Monday’s 
protesters demanded that the 
Pentagon take increased action 
to stop sexual assault by chang¬ 
ing what several called a misogy- 
nistic military culture and taking 
military sexual assault cases out 
of the hands of commanders — a 
proposal that military leadership 
has blocked saying it undermines 
command authority. 

Inside the Pentagon, Army 
Col. Rob Manning said there was 
“zero tolerance” for sexual as¬ 
sault or harassment in the mili¬ 
tary. “Events like this morning’s 
underscore the importance of 
the department’s continued ef¬ 
forts to eliminate sexual harass¬ 
ment and assault in the military,” 
he said. “The message is that no 
one should have to tolerate ha¬ 
rassment as part of their mili¬ 
tary service. The Department of 
Defense continuously works to 
ehminate sexual harassment and 
assault from the military, and 
we encourage servicemembers 
to report all instances of sexual 
assault so we can provide sup¬ 
port services and hold offenders 
accountable.” 

Bowen-Crawford was a young 
soldier serving a night shift in 
Nasiriyah during the invasion 
of Iraq in 2003 when a fellow 
soldier assaulted her. Senior sol¬ 
diers around her discouraged 


her from reporting the assault, 
saying it would harm her career. 
She remained silent, she said, 
carrying with her the burden of 
knowing her attacker was walk¬ 
ing around endangering other 
women and angry that he could 
get away with it. 

Compelled to act 

She finished her service and 
thought she was moving on with 
her life. But in 2011, she came 
forward and agreed to testify be¬ 
fore Congress. She kept speaking 
out, telhng her story on CNN be¬ 
fore delayed onset post-traumat¬ 
ic stress disorder forced her to 
withdraw from pubhc view and 
seek treatment. 

After seeing the #MeToo and 
now TimesUp movements take 
hold, she said she was compelled 
to step forward again, joining 
women and men Monday who 
declared that mihtary survivors 
need to seize this momentum. 

“Time’s up! Time’s up!” 
shouted Monica Medina, an at¬ 
torney and adviser to former 
Defense Secretary Leon Panet- 
ta, who helped draft protections 
for women in the military who 
were assaulted, including en¬ 
suring that victims have a law¬ 
yer and removing certain cases 


from the chain of command. 

“Sexual assault is finally 
recognized as the morale-kill¬ 
ing scourge that it is,” she said. 
“This is the moment. #MeToo is 
the movement. And the military 
needs to use this movement and 
moment to encourage victims 
of sexual harassment to come 
forward.” 

Medina served in the Army 
straight out of law school, being 
posted to the Army general coun¬ 
sel’s program at the Pentagon. 
There, she encountered a power¬ 
ful senior officer and had to face 
career retaliation after rebuffing 
his advances. 


It was then that she joined what 
she called “the #MeToo club.” It 
was not a club she wanted, she 
said, or “even one I admitted to 
until a couple of months ago.” 

On Monday, she told her story 
publicly for the first time, calling 
for change. “I don’t think we can 
change it unless more women 
speak up,” she said. 

“Eighty percent — 80 percent! 
— of women in the military re¬ 
port being sexually harassed 
during their career,” Medina 
said. “Women in service to their 
nation deserve better.” 


cahn.dianna@stripes.com 

Twitter@DiannaCahn 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Fighting drives Afghan region’s deadiy ranking 



Photos courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Eight U.S. troops have been killed in combat in Nangarhar province since March. Slain in 2017 were, top row, from left: Staff Sgt. 
Mark R. De Alencar, Sgt. Joshua R Rodgers, Sgt. Cameron H. Thomas and Sgt. Eric M. Houck; bottom row, from left: Sgt. William 
M. Bays, CpI. Dillon C. Baldridge, Staff Sgt. Aaron R. Butler and Sgt. 1st Class Mihail Golin. 


Nangarhar province 
saw most US combat 
deaths in country in ’17 

By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The death of a 
Green Beret in a New Year’s Day firefight 
in Nangarhar province was a grim remind¬ 
er of continued violence in the deadliest 
province in the deadliest country where 
Americans are deployed. 

Sgt. 1st Class Mihail Golin, 34, a native 
of Lativa who joined the Army in 2005 
shortly after immigrating to the U.S., was 
killed while on a foot patrol in Achin dis¬ 
trict last week, the first U.S. combat death 
of 2018 and the eighth in Nangarhar prov¬ 
ince in the past nine months. 

Since March, U.S. warplanes have con¬ 
ducted hundreds of strikes and U.S. spe¬ 
cial operations troops have carried out 
hundreds more tactical operations on the 
ground in Nangarhar, a mostly Pashtun 
province east of Kabul along the border 
with Pakistan. 

Nowhere is more dangerous for Ameri¬ 
can troops deployed overseas. Nangarhar 
is one of the few places Americans routine¬ 
ly have been accompanying Afghan forces 
into battle. One-third of the 21 U.S. service- 
members killed in combat last year died 
there, more than in any other single spot 
where troops were fighting in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Somalia and Niger. 

Combat deaths were far rarer in 2017 
than at the height of the wars in Iraq — in 
2007 — and Afghanistan — in 2010 — but 
the recent uptick in Nangarhar could fore¬ 
shadow a rise in American bloodshed in 
the country as the U.S. escalates the fight¬ 
ing in its longest war. 

Last year’s combat deaths in Nangarhar 
all followed the intensification of a coun¬ 
terterrorism campaign there that’s been 
putting U.S. troops alongside Afghan units 
on the front lines of the battle with a resil¬ 
ient Islamic State offshoot known as ISIS- 
Khorasan, or ISIS-K. The group has taken 
root there in recent years, where the Tal¬ 
iban also operate, making it a three-sided 
war. 

The U.S.-led NATO mission is poised to 
follow suit elsewhere in Afghanistan by 
putting more advisers and their force pro¬ 
tection troops with conventional Afghan tac¬ 
tical units battling the Taliban insurgency. 
A new campaign launched in the southern 
province of Helmand last month already 
has stepped up the fighting with airstrikes 
and special operations ground raids against 
the Taliban-linked drug trade there. 

It’s all part of the latest shift in the U.S. 
strategy in Afghanistan, which President 
Donald Trump announced in August, giv¬ 
ing U.S. forces here wider leeway to attack 
Taliban insurgents and sending several 
thousand more troops to support Afghan 
fighting units. There are about 14,000 U.S. 
troops in the country this year, up from 
11,000 through much of 2017. 

Elsewhere in the country last year, four 
soldiers were killed in action in three other 
provinces — Helmand and Kandahar in 
the south and Logar in the east. The two 
southern provinces, in the Taliban heart¬ 
land, historically have been the bloodiest 
for international forces, with more than 
1,500 killed there since 2001. But deaths 
there largely have tapered off since the 
withdrawal of most of the international 
combat forces at the end of 2014. 

More than 1,870 U.S. troops have been 
killed in action and more than 20,000 have 


been wounded since the start of the Af¬ 
ghan War in 2001, but combat deaths have 
been so rare in recent years that a single 
incident can make one place stand out as 
the deadliest of the year. 

A suicide bombing at Bagram Air Field 
put it at the top of the list for hostile deaths 
when six airmen were killed in a Decem¬ 
ber 2015 blast. Another blast in November 
2016 that killed three soldiers at Bagram 
made it the deadliest spot in Afghanistan 
for Americans that year. 

The numbers in Nangarhar last year, 
however, reflect not a single deadly event, 
but months of heavy fighting. 

Since April, the seven Americans killed 
fighting there were victims of enemy gun¬ 
fire, bomb blasts, an insider attack and 
friendly fire that happened during an in¬ 
tense, three-hour battle. That’s compared 
with one American killed there the year 
before. 

Days after the first of last year’s casual¬ 
ties there in an April firefight, an airstrike 
drew the world’s attention to the intensi¬ 
fied campaign when an Air Force MC-130 
dropped a 22,000-pound Massive Ord¬ 
nance Air Blast bomb, also known as the 
“mother of all bombs,” onto an ISIS-K cave 
network in the province’s Achin district. 

In November, Gen. John W. Nicholson, 
the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, 
said U.S. forces had conducted about 1,400 
ground assaults and airstrikes in the area 
since March and had reduced the group’s 
grip on Nangarhar from nine districts to 
parts of three. 

The fighting had removed some 1,600 
ISIS-K militants from the battlefield, he 
said, and he promised more strikes in the 
coming months. 

What’s left of the terrorist group there “is 
stuck in the mountains to starve and die,” 
President Ashraf Ghani said last month. 


But the violence shows no sign of abat¬ 
ing, as the group so far has defied efforts to 
snuff it out, managing to carry out several 
successful attacks throughout the country. 

U.S. officials had estimated 700 ISIS-K 
fighters were operating in Afghanistan last 
spring, but despite heavy battlefield losses, 
that estimate had increased by November 
to 1,100, including 300 outside Nangarhar. 

Nicholson said ISIS-K offset its battle¬ 
field attrition by recruiting aggressively 
from the ranks of Tehrik-i-Taliban Paki¬ 
stan, or TTP, an Islamist group with ties to 
al-Qaida and the Taliban known for carry¬ 
ing out a 2014 attack that killed more than 
140 people, mostly children, at an army-run 
school in the Pakistani city of Peshawar. 

Hundreds of thousands of TTP fighters 
and their families had fled to Afghanistan 
from Pakistan’s federally administered 
tribal areas under military pressure since 
2010. They began establishing communi¬ 
ties in Nangarhar’s border districts, ex¬ 
ploiting both tribal rivalries there and local 
sympathies for them as “refugees.” 

Many have switched allegiances to ISIS- 
K since late 2014. The group has estab¬ 
lished a command base in the Mamand 
and Peka valleys of Achin district, accord¬ 
ing to Borhan Osman, a researcher with 
the Afghan Analysts Network. Residents 
there told Osman that weapons and ammu¬ 
nition are ferried into the rugged passes 
from just over the Pakistan border on the 
backs of mules. 

It’s there, in the ISIS-K bastion of Ma¬ 
mand Valley, that Afghan forces have been 
fighting in recent weeks, said Navy Capt. 
Tom Gresback, a military spokesman in 
Kabul. Backed by U.S. warplanes and spe¬ 
cial operations ground troops, they’d pushed 
more than 4 miles into the valley since Dec. 
22, trying to open it to “normal life.” 


Nangarhar combat deaths in ’17 

■ Staff Sgt. Mark R. De Alencar, 37, of 
Edgewood, Md., died April 8 from injuries 
sustained in a firefight. The father of five, 
who had waited 11 years after high school 
to enlist in the Army to pursue his dream 
of being a Green Beret, was assigned to 1st 
Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group (Air¬ 
borne), Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 

■ Sgt. Joshua P. Rodgers, 22, of Bloom¬ 
ington, Ill., and Sgt. Cameron H. Thomas, 
23, of Kettering, Ohio, both of the Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga.-based 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger 
Regiment, were killed April 27 near the 
start of a firefight during an operation 
targeting the head of Afghanistan’s ISIS 
affiliate, Abdul Haseeb Logari. An Army 
investigation found the two soldiers had 
been killed by friendly fire in the fierce 
battle in which Logari also was killed, the 
Pentagon has said. 

■ An insider attack last summer 
claimed the lives of three soldiers from the 
Fort Campbell, Ky.-based 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault). Sgt. EricM. Houck, 
25, of Baltimore; Sgt. William M. Bays, 29, 
of Barstow, Calif.; and Cpl. Dillon C. Bal¬ 
dridge, 22, of Youngsville, N.C., died June 
10 of gunshot wounds in Nangarhar’s Peka 
Valley. 

■ Staff Sgt. Aaron R. Butler, 27, a mem¬ 
ber of the 19th Special Forces Group (Air¬ 
borne) out of Camp Williams, Utah, died 
Aug. 16 from injuries suffered from a 
bomb blast. The incident occurred while 
the Monticello, Utah-native was clearing 
a building that had been booby-trapped 
to explode. The blast injured 11 other 
soldiers. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 

Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Syrian forces take 
14 villages during 
advance on rebels 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian government 
forces captured 14 villages on 
Monday as they advance on the 
largest rebel-held enclave in the 
country’s north amid a wave of 
airstrikes. 

Syrian government forces and 
their allies have been on the offen¬ 
sive since late October in Hama 
and Idlib provinces, capturing 
nearly 100 villages from insurgent 
groups, including the al-Qaida- 
linked Levant Liberation Com¬ 
mittee. The offensive intensified 
on Christmas Day after reinforce¬ 
ments were brought in from other 
parts of Syria. 

The main aim of the troops is to 
reach the rebel-held Abu Zuhour 
air base and secure the road link¬ 
ing the capital, Damascus, with 
the northern city of Aleppo, Syr¬ 
ia’s largest. Rebels captured Abu 
Zuhour in 2015 after a three-year 
siege. 

The government-controlled 
Syrian Central Military Media 
said the newly captured villages, 
include Freija, Jahman, Dawoudi- 
yeh and Jub al-Qasab, bring the 
troops closer to the air base. 

The SCMM and the opposition’s 
Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights confirmed that 
14 villages have been captured 
over the past hours. 

The offensive in the southern 
parts of Idlib province comes 


amid intense airstrikes and shell¬ 
ing that have killed 21 people 
since Sunday, according to the 
Observatory. 

Clashes also erupted Monday 
near the Damascus suburb of 
Harasta after government forces 
reached troops trapped for more 
than a 
week in a 
mihtary 
base sur- 
roundedby 
insurgents. 
State 

media said 
the Syr¬ 
ian army 
broke 
through 
rebel lines 
Sunday 
to reach 
soldiers 
trapped at 
the Mu- 
rakabat 

vehicle base near Harasta, in the 
eastern Ghouta suburbs. 

Rebels surrounded the base late 
last month, trapping an unknown 
number of soldiers inside. The 
rebels say they have taken numer¬ 
ous soldiers hostage. 

The Observatory says 159 reb¬ 
els and government soldiers have 
been killed in fighting over the 
base since Dec. 29. 

In the northwestern city of 
Idlib, meanwhile, paramedics 


The Syrian 
government’s 
aim is to 
reach 
rebei-heid 
Abu Zuhour 
air base and 
secure the 
road iinking 
Damascus 
with Aieppo. 



Photos by Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets/AP 

Members of the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets inspect a damaged building after a bombing that 
targeted the office of Ajnad al-Koukaz, a militant group, in Idlib, Syria. 


said the death toll from a massive 
car bombing the previous evening 
has risen to at least 25. Nearly 100 
people were wounded. The Syrian 
Civil Defense, known as the White 
Helmets, said four children and 11 
women were among those killed. 

The Observatory on Monday 
gave a higher death toll, saying 34 
people were killed, including 18 
civilians. 

The Sunday night bombing tar¬ 
geted the office of Ajnad al-Kou- 
kaz, a mihtant group consisting 
of foreign fighters mostly from 
the Caucuses and Russia, accord¬ 
ing to activists. Idhb is the capital 
of a province by the same name 
that is controlled by insurgent fac¬ 
tions, including an al-Qaida-linked 
group. 



Syrian Civil Defense workers extinguish a fire following a car 
bombing in Idlib that killed at least 25 people. 


Widows; Trust in military may be eroded by political exploitation 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

San Diego Union-Tribune photographer 
Hayne Palmour IV took the photo of Jenn 
Budenz in 2014 at Miramar National Ceme¬ 
tery in San Diego for a Memorial Day story 
about the long tail of grief felt by families of 
fallen servicemembers. 

“Gold star family” is the term for loved 
ones left behind by troops killed in action, 
though the Budenz family is not in that 
grimly exclusive club. Andrew Budenz de¬ 
ployed three times to Iraq and Afghanistan 
but was killed in a motorcycle accident near 
his California base in 2013, the Union-Tri¬ 
bune reported. 

In the tweet, Palmour’s photo was taken 
and altered with a message in stark white 
letters: “This is why we stand.” 

The emotionally charged photo of a griev¬ 
ing family is part of a trend of politicizing 
images of troops and their families, under¬ 
scoring the significant rift of common ex¬ 
perience and understanding between the 
military and the rest of the public. 

Trump has been selective in his treat¬ 
ment of grieving military families, haihng 
the nameless photo of Budenz but lashing 
out at the family of a slain Muslim Army of¬ 
ficer and fueling bitter disputes over what 
he privately told the family of Sgt. La David 
Johnson, who was among four soldiers 
killed in Niger in October. 

Jenn Budenz has company in Seana Arre- 
chaga, whose husband. Army Sgt. 1st Class 


Ofren Arrechaga, died on a mission with 
five others in Afghanistan in March 2011. It 
was his fourth deployment. Their story was 
later profiled in The Washington Post. 

Arrechaga said images of her husband’s 
funeral, taken by Post photographer Kath¬ 
erine Frey, have also spiraled across the 
internet and been appropriated in similar 
ways since last year. 

A pattern emerges, she said. When Trump 
and other pohticians and commentators de¬ 
nounce the NFL protests as disrespectful to 
troops, a photo of her at her late husband’s 
casket, her hand on top of his folded hands 
in crisp white dress gloves, returns as a di¬ 
visive meme. 

“I understand why people are kneeling, 
and I understand why people are upset by 
that,” she said. However, her husband was 
a Cuban immigrant, and the idea his image 
has been used in an effort to stifle speech 
has unsettled her. 

“My husband fought and died for all of our 
rights. He came from a place with no rights. 
That’s what his American Dream was,” she 
said. “He loved being in the Army. It’s one 
thing when they share the photo and pay 
their respects. But learn his name first.” 

She relayed that message to conserva¬ 
tive commentator Dinesh D’Souza on Twit¬ 
ter, who posted the photo of Arrechaga on 
Twitter in September with the caption: “For 
people with normal human sympathies, 
it’s not hard to decide which side to be on 


#TakeAKnee,” referring to the protests. 

Arrechaga responded Thursday after 
finding the photo in a search: 

“A prime example of personal photos 
being used against our wishes.” 

D’Souza and Budenz did not return re¬ 
quests for comment. White House press 
secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders de¬ 
clined to comment. 

Corey Jones, a college student who tweet¬ 
ed the image of Budenz that Trump ampli¬ 
fied, said he did not intend to relay a political 
message and instead tweeted to honor the 
woman, though he did not know at the time 
who she was or the circumstances of her 
husband’s death. 

“It’s terrible to use our military to score 
political points because it encourages the 
pubhc to view our military as partisan,” 
said Kori Schake, a fellow at Stanford Uni¬ 
versity’s Hoover Institution and co-editor of 
the book “Warriors and Citizens” with De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis. 

She said research by others points to a 
growing belief the mihtary is fair game to 
mine for partisan talking points because of 
its place as America’s most trusted institu¬ 
tion. “That erodes public support for the 
military,” she said. 

Kathy Roth-Douquet, the chief executive 
of the support nonprofit Blue Star Families, 
said she doesn’t like photos like Budenz’s 
to be used in an “emotionally manipulative 
way.” But she does appreciate that people 


are considering the moments hke the one 
captured by the Union-Tribune, even in 
passing. “It’s a tension between those two 
things. It’s too easy for people to not see us 
at all.” 

And yet, the use of the photo “shows how 
disconnected people are from the military, 
and a real confusion about our role in soci¬ 
ety,” she added. 

Arrechaga echoed that sentiment. “We’re 
so disconnected from our current war that 
people forget we’re even there,” she said, 
referring to the war in Afghanistan that en¬ 
tered its 17th year with a death of a Green 
Beret, killed in combat on Monday. 

But the recognition is coming in the 
wrong way, she said, concerned the warped 
idea of who her husband was might affect 
how their 9-year-old son, Alston, will see his 
father when he Googles his name someday. 

She wants him and everyone else to know 
the soldier whose men called him A.C. was 
more than a body in a casket. Ofren loved to 
dance, and his thick Cuban accent lingered 
on certain words. His laugh was infectious 
and lifted the spirit of the soldiers around 
him. 

Ofren took his citizenship oath in one of 
Saddam Hussein’s palaces in 2008 — an in¬ 
credible detail lost in the repurposed pho¬ 
tos, Arrechaga said. 

“He loved his guys. He loved his family,” 
Arrechaga said. “That to me is the most im¬ 
portant thing.” 
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Officials: Burst pipe at NY airport tied to weather 



Richard Drew/AP 


A passenger rests Monday as she waits for her flight at 
New York's John F. Kennedy Airport. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A water pipe break 
in one of the terminals at New York’s 
John F. Kennedy Airport on Sunday 
added to the delays at the beleaguered 
airport trying to recover from the 
aftermath of a snowstorm that has 
stranded thousands of passengers. 

In a statement, the Port Author¬ 
ity of New York and New Jersey said 
a water pipe that feeds a sprinkler 
system in the privately operated Ter¬ 
minal 4 broke about 2 p.m., causing 
water to flood the terminal and sig¬ 
nificantly disrupting operations. 

“What happened at JFK Airport 
is unacceptable, and travelers ex¬ 
pect and deserve better,” said Port 
Authority Executive Director Rick 
Cotton. “While the water pipe break 
that occurred appears to be weather- 
related, we have launched an investi¬ 
gation into the incident to determine 


exactly what occurred and why an 
internal pipe was not weather-pro¬ 
tected and whether any other fail¬ 
ures contributed to this disruption.” 

The pipe break sent about 3 inches 
of water gushing onto the floor of 
the terminal. Video shows streams 
cascading from a ceiling and people 
slogging through pools of water. 

Power to the affected areas was 
temporarily shut off for safety rea¬ 
sons and additional staffing and bus¬ 
ing operations were deployed to assist 
travelers, the Port Authority said. 

Domestic arrivals and departures 
and international departures from 
Terminal 4 were experiencing delays 
Sunday. Some international flights 
destined for Terminal 4 were being 
diverted or accommodated at other 
JFK terminals, the Port Authority 
said. 

Following the storm, which blasted 


New York on Thursday, passengers 
were kept on planes and waited hours 
to retrieve luggage as flights were 
delayed and canceled and a backup 
to get to terminal gates built up. 

Carlos Koester, 52, was in New York 
for a week with his wife and two teens 
and wanted to get home to Brazil. 

“We love New York, but now we are 
stuck here,” Koester told the Daily 
News on Sunday. “It’s frustrating. 
The storm caught us and now we have 
been stranded here for 13 hours.” 

In a statement released before the 
water pipe break, the Port Author¬ 
ity said Saturday’s cold “created a 
cascading series of issues for the air¬ 
lines and terminal operators.” 

“These included frozen equipment 
breakdowns, difficulties in baggage 
handling, staff shortages and heavi¬ 
er than typical passenger loads,” the 
statement said. 


Trump administration 
ending protections for 
Salvadorans in US 


Jeff Levi/AP 

Smoke rises Monday from Trump Tower in New York. 


Authorities: 
Fire at Trump 
Tower is 
under control 

By Lindsey Bever 
The Washington Post 

Authorities in New York said 
Monday that emergency crews 
had responded to a fire at Trump 
Tower in Manhattan. 

A New York Police Department 
spokesman said a call came in 
about 7:30 a.m. about a one-alarm 
fire on the roof of the 68-floor 
luxury building on 5th Avenue. 
There were no evacuations, the 
spokesman said, and the flames 
reportedly are under control. 

The fire department is on the 
scene, according to authorities. 

Fire officials could not imme¬ 
diately be reached for comment, 
but FDNY tweeted an alert at 8:16 
a.m., saying the blaze inside an 
HVAC system is “under control.” 

Police said no injuries had been 
reported, but a reporter with 
CW affiliate WPIX said officials 
confirmed two people had been 
injured. 

President Donald Trump was 
in Washington on Monday morn¬ 
ing, according to his public White 
House schedule. 

The Manhattan high rise that 
bears his name houses Trump 
and his family in a penthouse 
condominium. Trump Tower also 
was the setting for the developer- 
turned-president’s reality TV 
show, “The Apprentice” and the 


headquarters of his presidential 
campaign. 

Eric Trump tweeted: “There 
was a small electrical fire in 
a cooling tower on the roof of 
Trump Tower. The New York 


Fire Department was here within 
minutes and did an incredible 
job. The men and women of the 
#FDNY are true heroes and de¬ 
serve our most sincere thanks 
and praise!” 


By Zeke Miller 
AND Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration said Monday it 
is ending special protections for 
Salvadoran immigrants, an action 
that could force nearly 200,000 to 
leave the U.S. by September 2019 
or face deportation. 

El Salvador is the fourth coun¬ 
try whose citizens have lost Tem¬ 
porary Protected Status under 
President Donald Trump. Sal¬ 
vadorans have been, by far, the 
largest beneficiaries of the pro¬ 
gram, which provides humani¬ 
tarian relief for foreigners whose 
countries are hit with natural di¬ 
sasters or other strife. 

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen’s decision, while 
not surprising, will send shivers 
through parts of Washington, Los 
Angeles, New York, Houston and 
other metropolitan areas that are 
home to large numbers of Salva¬ 
dorans. They have enjoyed spe¬ 
cial protection since earthquakes 
struck the Central American 
country in 2001, and many have 
established deep roots in the U.S., 
starting families and businesses. 

The action also produces a se¬ 
rious challenge for El Salvador, 
a country of 6.2 million people 
whose economy counts on money 


sent by wage earners in the U.S. 
Over the past decade, growing 
numbers of Salvadorans — many 
coming as families or unac¬ 
companied children — have en¬ 
tered the United States illegally 
through Mexico, fleeing violence 
and poverty. 

In September 2016, the Obama 
administration extended protec¬ 
tions for 18 months, saying El 
Salvador suffered lingering harm 
from the 2001 earthquakes that 
killed more than 1,000 people and 
was temporarily unable to absorb 
such a large number of returning 
people. 

Nielsen, who faced a Monday 
deadline for a decision, deter¬ 
mined that El Salvador has re¬ 
ceived significant international 
aid to recover from the earth¬ 
quake and that homes, schools 
and hospitals there have been re¬ 
built. Salvadorans will have until 
Sept. 9, 2019, to leave the country 
or adjust their legal status. 

“The substantial disruption of 
living conditions caused by the 
earthquake” no longer exists, the 
department said in a statement. 

Homeland Security also said 
more than 39,000 Salvadorans 
have returned home from the 
U.S. in two years, demonstrating 
El Salvador’s capacity to absorb 
people. 



Freezing rain sends more than 30 cars crashing on interstate in Ga. 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — A crash involv¬ 
ing more than 30 cars closed the 
northbound lanes of an interstate 
in north Georgia as light, freez¬ 
ing rain fell across wide swaths 
of Georgia and Alabama on 
Monday. 


No serious injuries were re¬ 
ported in the pileup, but it led to 
lengthy traffic backups on the 
freeway that connects Atlanta and 
Chattanooga, Tenn. The pileup 
happened about 20 miles south¬ 
east of Chattanooga. The crash 
and icy conditions caused all 
northbound lanes of 1-75 to close 


about 8 a.m. Monday, WRCB-TV 
reported. 

In northeastern Alabama, 
emergency managers reported 
ice on highways and bridges. 
Several school systems delayed 
classes Monday. 

Many school districts across 
northern Georgia were closed. 


Most of northern Georgia — in¬ 
cluding metro Atlanta — was 
under a winter weather advisory, 
hours ahead of Monday night’s 
college football championship 
game in Atlanta. 

South of Atlanta, a deadly, four- 
vehicle crash closed all north¬ 
bound lanes of Interstate 75, 


Clayton County police tweeted. 
That crash left one person dead 
and another critically injured. 
Police haven’t said whether icy 
conditions contributed to the 
wreck, but the county was under 
a winter weather advisory at the 
time. 
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High or dry? Calif, legal 
pot to test supply pipeline 



Noah Berger/AP 


An employee stocks cannabis at a store Saturday shortly before the 
first day of recreational marijuana sales in San Francisco. 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Most Cali¬ 
fornians with an urge to smoke 
a joint will enter the state’s legal 
marijuana marketplace through 
single doorways — at retail shops. 

But out of view of those day-to- 
day sales, the state is ushering 
in a sprawling, untested system 
to move pot from place to place 
that also will serve as a collection 
point for taxes, a gateway for test¬ 
ing and a packaging center for 
the plant’s fragrant buds. 

The so-called marijuana dis¬ 
tributor is a kind of skeleton 
connecting the state’s emerging 
industry of growers, sellers and 
manufacturers. It’s envisioned as 
a vast, back office where the grunt 
work of keeping track of cannabis 
and getting it from farms to store 
shelves will take place. 

But just days after legal sales 
began, there are concerns that not 
enough companies are licensed 
and ready to transport pot. Some 
predict that within weeks, can¬ 
nabis could be marooned at fields 
and warehouses while dispensary 


shelves go barren. 

“There’s going to be huge bot¬ 
tleneck in the distribution net¬ 
work in California at some point,” 
said Terry Blevins, CEO of a se¬ 
curity firm and part owner of a 
marijuana distribution company 
in Southern California. 

Billions of dollars’ worth of pot 
will need to move through the 
market in 2018, and “I don’t be¬ 
lieve there are enough businesses 
to handle it,” he said. 

California’s new market was 
rattled Thursday when the 
Trump administration signaled 
a more aggressive approach to 
marijuana prosecutions, lifting 
an Obama-era policy that kept 
federal authorities from cracking 
down on the pot trade in states 
where the drug is legal. 

The impact of Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions’ decision is uncer¬ 
tain. But some predict it could dis¬ 
courage businesses from entering 
the distribution system while 
making those in it extremely cau¬ 
tious about what growers and sell¬ 
ers they work with, narrowing the 
pipeline for moving goods. 


Flow Kana CEO Michael Stein- 
metz, whose company distributes 
cannabis products from small, 
outdoor farmers, said a slow roll¬ 
out of licenses has resulted in a 
limited pool of distributors. 

A patchwork of rules has 
emerged so far, with some cities 
allowing legal sales and others 
banning all commercial pot ac¬ 
tivity. Los Angeles — the state’s 
biggest market — has yet to au¬ 
thorize any licenses, though the 
first could be issued next week. 

Flow Kana, which is develop¬ 
ing a new distribution center on 
the site of a former Mendocino 
County winery, transports canna¬ 
bis for about 100 local producers. 

While many retailers stocked 
up in advance of legal sales, “I 
do think we are going to see a big 
reduction in supply,” Steinmetz 
predicted. 

A crimp in the supply chain, if 
it happens, would reprise what oc¬ 
curred in Nevada last year, when 
the start of legal sales saw a surge 
in demand with too few licenses 
to distribute it. 

Pot distribution in California 


has long been an informal and 
largely hidden business, with ar¬ 
rangements made between grow¬ 
ers and sellers. The move to the 
new system will be a mgjor trans¬ 
formation. Under California law, 
pot can be transported only by 
companies holding distributor 
licenses. 

California’s top pot regulator, 
Lori Ajax, said in an interview 
last month that a decision to make 
distributor licenses broadly avail¬ 
able should help keep pot moving 
from farms to storefronts. 

Under a 2015 law for medicinal 
pot, the distributor was envisioned 
as an independent entity that could 
not hold licenses in other catego¬ 
ries, such as growing or selhng. 

That changed in later legislation 
for the new market, and now pot 
distributors can be stand-alone 


companies or part of other ones. 
That means a grower also could 
become a distributor, providing 
proper licenses are issued. 

Industry experts say Califor¬ 
nia’s distribution model — part 
of its effort to keep a tight clamp 
on regulation — is unusual in the 
US. 

Along with transporting pot, 
a distributor has a range of re¬ 
sponsibilities, including collect¬ 
ing state excise taxes from any 
retailers they supply and cultiva¬ 
tion taxes from growers whose 
product they move. 

Distributors also arrange for 
laboratory testing to make sure 
the pot isn’t tainted, and may also 
package and label pot for sale. 

It’s the “traffic light on the in¬ 
dustry,” cannabis attorney Rob¬ 
ert Raich said. 
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Trump’s allies defend him against book’s claims 



By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Administration 
officials and allies are rallying to the 
president’s defense, trying to contain the 
fallout from an explosive new book that 
questions President Donald Trump’s fit¬ 
ness for office. 

Chief policy adviser Stephen Miller, in 
a combative appearance Sunday on CNN, 
described the book as “nothing but a pile of 
trash through and through.” 

CIA Director Mike Pompeo said Trump 
was “completely fit” to lead the country. 

“These are from people who just have 
not accepted the fact that President Trump 
is the United States president, and I’m 
sorry for them in that,” Pompeo, who gives 
Trump his regular intelligence briefings, 
said on “Fox News Sunday.” 

Nikki Haley, the US. ambassador to the 
United Nations, said she visits the White 
House once a week and “no one questions 
the stability of the president.” 

“I’m always amazed at the lengths people 
will go to, to lie for money and for power. 
This is like taking it to a whole new low,” 
she told ABC’s “This Week.” 

Michael Wolff’s “Fire and Fury: Inside 
the Trump White House” portrays the 45th 
president as a leader who doesn’t under¬ 
stand the weight of his office and whose 
competence is questioned by aides. 

That picture, said Miller, “is so contrary 
to reality, to the experience of those who 
work with him.” 

Miller also criticized Trump’s former 
chief strategist, Steve Bannon, who is quot¬ 
ed at length by Wolff, saying it was “tragic 
and unfortunate” that Bannon “would make 
these grotesque comments so out of touch 
with reality and obviously so vindictive.” 

Bannon’s description of a June 2016 
meeting at Trump Tower in New York be¬ 
tween Donald Trump Jr., Trump campaign 
aides and a Russian lawyer as “treasonous” 


lengths people will go to, to 
lie for money and for power, f 

Nikki Haley 

U.S. ambassador to the United Nations 


and “unpatriotic” particularly infuriated 
Trump, who released a seething statement 
accusing Bannon of having “lost his mind.” 

Trying to heal the damage and make 
amends, Bannon released a statement Sun¬ 
day praising Trump Jr. as “both a patriot 
and a good man” and insisting his descrip¬ 
tion was aimed at former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort, not Trump’s son. 

“I regret that my delay in responding to 
the inaccurate reporting regarding Don Jr. 


has diverted attention from the president’s 
historical accomplishments in the first year 
of his presidency,” Bannon said in the state¬ 
ment, which was first obtained by the news 
site Axios. 

Miller’s interview on CNN’s “State of the 
Union” quickly grew heated, with Miller 
criticizing CNN’s coverage and moderator 
Jake Tapper accusing Miller of speaking to 
an audience of one: his boss. 

Tapper abruptly ended the interview, 
saying, “I think I’ve wasted enough of my 
viewers’ time.” 

Soon after. Trump tweeted: “Jake Tapper 
of Fake News CNN just got destroyed in his 
interview with Stephen Miller of the Trump 
Administration. Watch the hatred and un¬ 
fairness of this CNN flunky!” 

Trump took the extraordinary step Sat¬ 
urday of using Twitter to defend his fit¬ 
ness for office, insisting he is “like, really 



Above: Copies of the book “Fire and 
Fury: Inside the Trump White House” by 
Michael Wolff are displayed at Barbara’s 
Bookstores in Chicago on Friday. 

Left: President Donald Trump steps off 
Marine One as he arrives at the White 
House on Sunday after traveling from 
Camp David, Md. 

smart” and, indeed, a “very stable genius.” 
He pressed the case again on Sunday as he 
prepared to depart Camp David, where he 
spent the weekend meeting with Republi¬ 
can congressional leaders, top aides and 
Cabinet members. 

“I’ve had to put up with the Fake News 
from the first day I announced that I would 
be running for President. Now I have to put 
up with a Fake Book, written by a totally 
discredited author,” he tweeted. 

On Sunday, two days after the book’s re¬ 
lease, WikiLeaks tweeted a link to an elec¬ 
tronic image of the text. Posting the text of 
a book without permission would violate 
copyright restrictions and potentially dam¬ 
age sales. Yet, hours after WikiLeaks tweet¬ 
ed the link, “Fire and Fury” remained No. 
1 on Amazon’s lists of hardcover and ebook 
bestsellers. 


On health care, emboldened Democrats are shifting to offense 



By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 


Andrew Harnik/AP 

Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., made single-payer, government- 
run health care the cornerstone of his campaign for the 2016 
Democratic presidential nomination. 


WASHINGTON — Democrats 
are shifting to offense on health 
care, emboldened by successes 
in defending the Affordable Care 
Act. They say their ultimate goal 
is a government guarantee of af¬ 
fordable coverage for all. 

With Republicans unable to 
agree on a vision for health care. 
Democrats are debating ideas 
that range from single-payer, gov¬ 
ernment-run care for all to new 
insurance options anchored in 
popular programs like Medicare 
or Medicaid. 

There’s also widespread sup¬ 
port for authorizing Medicare 
to negotiate prescription drug 
prices, an idea once advocated by 
candidate Donald Trump that has 
languished since he was elected 
president. 

Democrats are hoping to win¬ 
now down the options during the 


2018 campaign season, providing 
clarity for their 2020 presidential 
candidate. In polls, health care 
remains a top 
priority for the 
public, par¬ 
ticularly for 
Democrats and 
independents. 

“We’re tired 
of just play¬ 
ing defense,” 
said Sen. Tim 
Kaine, D-Va., 
the party’s 
2016 vice pres¬ 
idential candi¬ 
date. “It is now 
time to talk 
about the next 
big idea. It is a 
good time for 
everybody to 
put their big ideas on the table.” 

His offering: “Medicare-X,” a 
public insurance plan to be initial¬ 
ly deployed in communities that 
lack private insurer competition. 


Rising Democratic ambitions 
come as a cloud of uncertainty lin¬ 
gers over former President Barack 
Obama’s health law. While m^or 
provisions have survived the GOP 
onslaught, some Republicans are 
vowing to go for repeal again. 

Congress has ended the health 
law’s requirement that most 
people get coverage, and that’s 
expected to lead to higher pre¬ 
miums in 2019. But bipartisan 
legislation to stabilize insurance 
markets doesn’t seem to be get¬ 
ting traction. 

Obama’s former health secre¬ 
tary, Kathleen Sebelius, said she 
sees Democrats reclaiming a core 
belief that health care should be a 
right guaranteed under law. 

“Coverage for all is as much of 
an organizing principle for Demo¬ 
crats as ehminating ‘Obamacare’ 
is for Republicans,” said Sebelius. 
“But it turned out that [Republi¬ 
cans] didn’t have any idea what 
that meant. I think Democrats 
have a much clearer vision.” 


'we’re 
tired of 
playing 
defense. 

It is now 
time to 
taik about 
the next 
big idea. ^ 

Sen. Tim 
Kaine 

D-Va. 
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'Really brutal’ 

For firefighters, bitterly cold weather creates its own hazards 


By Colleen Long 
AND Carolyn Thompson 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK 

F irefighter Brian Marts was bat¬ 
tling a raging blaze in an apart¬ 
ment building, but he also was 
fighting the bitter cold. 

Spray from his hose in an elevated bucket 
encased his helmet, coat and gloves in lay¬ 
ers of glassy ice that made it tough to move. 
Icicles hung from ladders and power lines. 
Slick fire escapes and the streets below 
made every step treacherous for both fire¬ 
fighters and those fleeing the flames. With 
temperatures in the teens, frostbite became 
another real threat. 

“Everyone really shows true grit. You dig 
deep because that’s what you do,” Marts re¬ 
called of the Jan. 2 blaze in the Bronx, N.Y, 
that destroyed a four-story building and 
injured 23 people. “The cold doesn’t last 
forever.” 

But it seemingly has. A cold snap that 
has plunged much of the nation into a deep 
freeze for weeks also has created a poten¬ 
tially deadly combination for firefighters: 
more fires caused by space heaters or unat¬ 
tended flames, and treacherous conditions 
that can slow crews down when every sec¬ 
ond counts. 

Fires last month in New York City alone 
killed 27 people, the city’s deadliest Decem¬ 
ber in a decade. That included 13 killed in 
a Dec. 29 blaze started by a toddler play¬ 
ing with stove burners. Another fire in 
Brooklyn that killed a mother and three of 
her children was started by candles from 
a Hanukkah menorah. Firefighters battled 
blazes from New Jersey to Louisiana to 
Maryland as the cold continued. 

Five buildings in Newark, N. J., were de¬ 
stroyed early Friday morning after fire¬ 
fighters battled freezing temperatures and 
high wind that carried the flames across 
the street. When firefighters were finished, 
the buildings were encased in ice. 

Frozen hydrants, seized hoses, ice-stuck 
ladders, equipment failures and exposure 
to the cold are just some of the threats cold- 
weather departments prepare for months in 


advance, even though officials acknowledge 
they can only do so much. 

“The bottom hne is our frame of mind 
changes in wintertime,” said Chicago Fire 
Department Lt. Hugh Dennehy. “We’re 
thinking about water supply in a different 
way, and about being prepared for the ele¬ 
ments when they’re at their worst.” 

To keep hydrants from freezing, for ex¬ 
ample, Chicago’s department starts in the 
fall draining standing water left in them 
and pushing their reservoirs below the 
frost line. Rochester, N.Y.’s department has 
an “adopt-a-hydrant” program in which 
residents can clear snow from hydrants and 
mark it on a website. New York City, Bos¬ 
ton and other cities encourage residents to 
shovel out hydrants and inspect them as the 
season wears on. 

But that’s just the beginning. Firefighters 
set up extra layers in their go-kits, and some 
rub Vaseline on their faces to protect skin. 
Engineers who drive the trucks keep coffee 
cans full of sand or salt to add traction to the 
slick ground. Teams rotate in and out faster 
to avoid hypothermia. 

Firefighters exposed to extremes un¬ 
dergo medical evaluation and rehydration. 
In Rochester, the city sends buses to fire 
scenes to serve as warming shelters for 
firefighters rotating in and out of service. 
Some departments keep snowmobiles and 
ATVs at the ready to move people and sup- 
phes, and steam trucks to free firefighters 
who have become frozen to their hoses. 

“At times — I’m going to be honest with 
you — it can be really brutal as far as the 
cold conditions,” said Rochester firefighter 
Amon Hudson. “Really, ‘miserable’ is the 
word I want to use.” 

With 30 years on the job, Buffalo Fire Di¬ 
vision Chief Peter Kertzie said every fire¬ 
fighter develops his own tricks. The boots 
he wears in winter are a half-size bigger 
than the ones he wears the rest of the year, 
to allow room for two pairs of socks. He 
tapes the handles of his tools with friction 
tape for a better grip and studs his boots 
with screws to improve his traction on ice. 

“There’s no magic thing for handling 
Mother Nature,” Kertzie said. “It just makes 
it tougher on everyone.” 


A firefighter pulls a hose back onto an engine after helping battle the Newark blaze. 


Left: A firefighter’s helmet is caked in ice at the scene of a four-alarm fire in Boston 
in February 2012. Right: A Newark firefighter labors through ice while disconnecting 
hoses from an engine after helping battle a five-building fire in Newark, N.J., on Friday. 
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Judge to referee fight over 
Charles Manson's remains 


By Don Thompson 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The 
fight over the body and posses¬ 
sions of apocalyptic cult leader 
Charles Manson has fragmented 
into at least three camps compet¬ 
ing over an estate that could cash 
in on songs he wrote that were 
used by The Beach Boys and 
Guns N’ Roses. 

Manson, 83, died in November, 
nearly a half-century after he 
orchestrated the 1969 killings of 
pregnant actress Sharon Tate and 
eight other people. 

A Los Angeles Superior Court 
judge on Monday will try to sort 
out at least two conflicting wills 
and claims by a purported son, 
grandson and pen pal who all 
seek control of an estate that in¬ 
cludes commercial rights to his 
name, image and mementos that 
can fetch thousands of dollars 
from “murderabilia” collectors. 

“We think Manson’s worth 
more than anyone realizes,” said 
Mike Smith, a music agent for a 
man who claims Manson fathered 
him during an orgy. “There’s a lot 
of money there.” 

The hearing seeks to name an 
attorney to administer Manson’s 
estate on behalf of purported 
grandson Jason Freeman, who 
claims to be the rightful next of 
kin. Court documents show Free¬ 
man is the son of the late Charles 
Manson Jr. and the grandson 
of Charles Manson and his first 
wife, Rosalie Willis. 

That lineage is disputed by 
Matt Lentz, a Los Angeles-area 
musician who goes by the name 
Matthew Roberts. Lentz was ad¬ 
opted by an Illinois couple as a 
newborn. 


Lentz planned to file a will 
Monday that Manson purportedly 
signed in January 2017 and gave 
to friend and memorabilia collec¬ 
tor Ben Gurecki. It names Gur- 
eckiasexecutor 
X and Lentz as 

*We beneficiary. 

think could super- 

Manson’s sede a 2002 

will filed 


worth 

more 

than 

anyone 

realizes. 

There’s 

a lot of 


Kern County, 
Calif, by long¬ 
time Manson 
pen pal Mi¬ 
chael Channels 
that disinher¬ 
its Manson’s 
natural born 
children and 
names him as 
money executor and 
there. ^ heir. 

e -*1. Attorney 
Mike Smith Davis, 

music agent for ^vho represents 
man who says the Freeman 
he’s Manson’s bid, said he ex- 


son pects no final 
decision Mon¬ 
day in part be¬ 
cause Judge Clifford Klein would 
first have to consolidate compet¬ 
ing claims. 

Lentz wants a DNA test of 
Manson’s remains, which are still 
being held by the Kern County 
sheriff-coroner, to prove he is kin 
and Freeman is not. 

JoAnne Lentz is among those 
who think her adopted son looks 
like Manson and has other simi¬ 
larities. “Matthew’s got long dark 
hair and he’s a musician,” she 
said. “Have you seen a picture of 
my Matthew? They look alike, but 
as far as any DNA (test), I don’t 
know.” 


Matthew Lentz himself ques¬ 
tions whether the will he possess¬ 
es is valid. 

“It looks pretty generic, like 
they got it off the internet or some¬ 
thing,” he said. “It didn’t have the 
three witnesses that California 
requires. It only had one.” 

Manson also had a reputed 
son with Mary Brunner, an early 
member of his cult. Michael 
Brunner had no connection with 
Manson growing up and has sev¬ 
ered ties and made no apparent 
claim to the estate. He did not re¬ 
turn messages seeking comment. 

The will filed by Channels pur¬ 
portedly disinherits both Brun¬ 
ner and Charles Manson Jr., who 
killed himself in 1993 after siring 
Jason Freeman. 

Smith said he fears that Free¬ 
man only seeks to profit from his 
position and could put Manson’s 
remains on display. 

Celebrity probate attorney 
Adam Streisand, who is not in¬ 
volved in the case, said any royal¬ 
ties might instead go to relatives 
of Manson’s victims, though their 
claims may have lapsed over the 
years. 

Royalties from Guns N’ Roses’ 
1993 recording of a Manson song, 
“Look at Your Game, Girl,” went 
to the son of one of his victims 
under a court order, Streisand 
said. Manson also was an ac¬ 
quaintance of Beach Boys drum¬ 
mer Dennis Wilson in 1968, and 
the band recorded a variation of 
a Manson song under the title 
“Never Learn Not To Love.” 

Whomever controls the es¬ 
tate would be able the use Man¬ 
son’s image and have the power 
to authorize biographies or 
documentaries. 



Courtesy of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation/AP 

At least three competing camps are involved in the fight over the 
estate of Charles Manson, above. 



Richard Buckley, MY Entertainment/AP 

Jason Freeman is among those seeking control of the estate. 


Colo. WWII aviation museum gets congressional honor, fundraising clout 



National Museum of WWII AviATioN/Facebook 


Frank Royal, 101, stands with the restored P-38 Lightning he flew 
during WWII that was later retrieved in the jungles of New Guinea. 


By Mark K. Matthews 

The Denver Post 

WASHINGTON — The team 
at the National Museum of World 
War II Aviation is no stranger to 
projects that can drag on — one 
rare airplane at the Colorado 
Springs, Colo., facihty took about 
15 years to transform from wreck 
to rehc. 

Even so, its leaders were pumped 
in December to learn that after 
seven years of failed attempts. 
Congress finally recognized as 
national caliber their collection of 
3,000-plus artifacts and working 
World War II airplanes they have 
put on display in hangars at the 
Colorado Springs Airport. 

“Will we frame it? Hell, yeah,” 
said Mark Earle, a museum board 
member, of the designation. 

Federal lawmakers bestowed 
the honor on the museum as part 
of a defense measure that Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump signed on 
Dec. 12. 

The title doesn’t come with any 
money, nor does the 80-word pro¬ 
vision in the National Defense Au¬ 


thorization Act add the facility to 
the National Park System. 

But the new label gives the mu¬ 
seum plenty of added cachet that 
can be used to sohcit private dona¬ 


tions or entry into groups such as 
the American Alliance of Muse¬ 
ums or the Smithsonian network. 

“It helps to validate all the work 
that we’ve done to date, and it 


tells people that we’re on the right 
track,” Earle said. “And it creates 
a real solid foundation for develop¬ 
ment in the future.” 

The recognition is the latest 
milestone for a facility that is 
relatively young by museum stan¬ 
dards — it opened in 2012 near the 
shared runways of the Colorado 
Springs Airport and Peterson Air 
Force Base. 

“I’ve been there a number 
of times,” said Republican U.S. 
Rep. Doug Lamborn, of Colorado 
Springs, who first introduced 
legislation to honor the museum 
in 2010 — before it even opened. 
“I’ve always been impressed with 
the quality of how they do their 
operations.” 

Its claim to fame is a fleet of 
more than two dozen World War 
II aircraft, many of which still can 
fly. 

As a companion to these dis¬ 
plays, the museum tells the tale 
of how U.S. industry made huge 
leaps in aircraft development 
through the feedback loop of 
front-line fighting and homefront 
production. 


“That particular era represent¬ 
ed an incredible advance in flying 
technology because the demands 
of wartime meant that the air¬ 
planes had to have much greater 
capabihty,” said Sen. Michael 
Bennet, D-Colo. “You can see the 
evidence of that in the earliest air¬ 
plane that’s in there to the final 
airplane.” 

The Colorado Democrat, along 
with Lambom and Repubhcan 
Sen. Cory Gardner, also of Colo¬ 
rado, pushed to get congressional 
recognition for the museum. 

Added Bennet: The place “blew 
me away. This is on the quality of 
the stuff you see in the Smithson¬ 
ian, except that [the exhibits] fly.” 

The jewel of the collection is 
a Lockheed P-38 that excava¬ 
tors recovered from an airplane 
graveyard in New Guinea, where 
a number of aircraft were dis¬ 
carded after the U.S. campaign in 
the Pacific theater. 

The P-38 was rebuilt by me¬ 
chanics at Westpac Restorations, a 
premier aircraft repair shop that’s 
located on the museum campus. 
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Mobile clinics 
have greater roie 
in preventive care 

Facilities can help patients avoid 
emergency room visits, saving billions 


By Scott Rood 

Stateline.org 



Photos courtesy of the Family Van, Pew Charitable Trusts/TNS 


Rainelle Walker-White, assistant director of the Family Van in Boston, takes a patient’s blood pressure 
onboard the mobile health clinic funded in part by Harvard Medical School. 



The Family Van makes a stop in a Boston neighborhood. Mobile 
health clinics like the Family Van provide free blood pressure tests, 
HIV counseling and basic medical care. 


WASHINGTON — One after¬ 
noon in September, the Fam¬ 
ily Van stopped at the corner of 
Washington and Roxbury streets 
in Boston. The regulars had al¬ 
ready formed a line, waiting in 
the lingering summer heat for 
the red and green RV to arrive. 

The Family Van, which is fund¬ 
ed in part by Harvard Medical 
School, provides free blood pres¬ 
sure tests, HIV counseling and 
basic medical care to underserved 
neighborhoods across Boston. The 
van has been operating since 1992, 
and mobile health clinics like it 
have been around for decades, but 
they are assuming a more promi¬ 
nent role as the U.S. health care 
system places a greater emphasis 
on preventive care. 

Encouraged by incentives in 
the Affordable Care Act, health 
care providers and insurers are 
trying to treat health care prob¬ 
lems before they turn into costly 
health crises. Mobile clinics are 
an effective way to reach pa¬ 
tients who may forgo preventive 
care because they can’t afford it 
or can’t get to a doctor’s office. 

A primary goal is to avoid ex¬ 
pensive emergency room visits. 
One 2012 study estimated that 
between 14 and 27 percent of ER 
visits could have been handled 
somewhere else, saving an esti¬ 
mated $4.4 billion annually. 

‘Million-dollar patient’ 

Dr. Anthony Vavasis, an inter¬ 
nist at Mount Sinai Beth Israel 
in New York City who has stud¬ 
ied the impact of mobile clinics, 
said they help health systems 
avoid the “million-dollar pa¬ 
tient” — patients who make their 
first contact with the health care 
system when a serious condi¬ 
tion develops and medical atten¬ 
tion becomes urgent. The cost of 
treating related complications 
can skyrocket over time. 

“If you build connections early 
on, then you can avoid having 
them come to the emergency 
room for complications later,” 
Vavasis said. 

Studies have shown the success 
of mobile clinics in identifying 
and improving previously undi¬ 
agnosed conditions. A 2014 study 
published in The American Jour¬ 
nal of Managed Care found that 
Family Van patients who were 
diagnosed with high blood pres¬ 


sure had significantly lower blood 
pressure on follow-up visits. That 
led to fewer health crises, includ¬ 
ing a 32 percent reduction in the 
relative risk for heart attack and 
a 45 percent reduction in the rela¬ 
tive risk of stroke. 

A 2017 study by the Advisory 
Board Co., a health care con¬ 
sulting company, found that 12 
percent of Family Van patients 
learned about a previously un¬ 
diagnosed condition, such as 
diabetes or glaucoma, and a 
quarter were referred to follow¬ 
up services. 

Mobile Care Chicago’s Asth¬ 
ma Van program, which delivers 
care to more than 6,000 under¬ 
privileged students in Chicago 
every year, has reported similar 
success in identifying asthma-re¬ 
lated issues early on and divert¬ 
ing patients from the emergency 
room. 

According to Matt Siemer, ex¬ 
ecutive director of Mobile Care 
Chicago, more than 60 percent 
of the program’s patients had 
been using an ER as their pri¬ 
mary treatment site for asthma 
before going to the Asthma Van. 
Of those who relied on the mo¬ 
bile clinic for their asthma care 
needs for a year or more, less 
than 5 percent ended up back in 
the ER. 

Recently, Mobile Care Chicago 
started working with hospitals and 
health plans to target ZIP codes 
where high concentrations of 
children cycle through the emer¬ 
gency room for asthma-related 
issues. Siemer estimates that the 
Asthma Van program produces 
at least $450,000 a year in savings 
through ER diversions alone. 

In addition to cost and trans¬ 
portation challenges, many peo¬ 
ple skip timely or regular care 
because they fear or distrust the 
health care system. By bringing 
medical care to vulnerable pa¬ 
tients in a familiar setting, mo¬ 
bile clinics are able to chip away 
at these barriers. 

Building trust 

“One of the most critical fea¬ 
tures of mobile health clinics, is 
their ability to build trust with 
the community and link clinical 
and community settings,” ac¬ 
cording to a 2015 article in The 
American Journal of Account¬ 
able Care. 

Circle Health Services, a small 
health organization in Ohio, em¬ 
ploys a mobile needle exchange 


Mobile clinics are 
a solution of last 
resort. Thoughtfully 
applied, they are 
an important 
component of care 
for the most 
vulnerable 
populations in our 
country, f 

Dr. Susan Spalding 

medical director of the HOMES mobile 
health program 


to help combat the spread of HIV 
and other diseases. The needle 
exchange is staffed by clinicians 
as well as two nonclinical work¬ 
ers who are former addicts. The 
two nonclinical workers help 
to build trust with addicts who 
rely on the mobile unit for clean 
needles, and they help persuade 
the addicts to use the mobile 
unit’s clinical services, such 
as HIV and hepatitis C screen¬ 
ings, flu vaccinations and health 
education. 

In 2016, the mobile clinic ex¬ 
changed approximately 495,000 
needles with about 4,000 individ¬ 
uals — a 38 percent increase in 
exchanged needles and a 25 per¬ 
cent increase in clients served 
from 2015, according to the 2017 
Advisory Board report. 

With an 862-bed teaching hos¬ 
pital and 20 community clin¬ 
ics in the Dallas area. Parkland 
Health and Hospital System is 
much larger than Circle Health 
Services. But despite Parkland’s 
size and resources, many home¬ 
less people in the greater met¬ 
ropolitan region would not have 
access to care without the health 
system’s HOMES mobile health 
program. 

“We use mobile clinics to go to 
locations where homeless peo¬ 
ple congregate,” said Dr. Susan 
Spalding, the medical director of 
the program. 

In 2015, HOMES served 9,377 
patients. Of those, more than 


three-quarters were uninsured. 
Reaching these vulnerable pa¬ 
tients is one goal of the program. 
Helping to lift them out of their 
circumstances, which can signifi¬ 
cantly improve health outcomes, 
is another. 

Obstacles remain 

Despite the growing interest in 
mobile health clinics as a means 
to save money and reach under¬ 
served populations, obstacles 
remain. 

For example, many health ad¬ 
ministrators suffer from sticker 
shock after seeing the costs of mo¬ 
bile health clinics. The estimated 
cost of starting a mobile clinic, 
which includes acquiring a ve¬ 
hicle, purchasing equipment and 
hiring staff, is about $300,000, 
according to the Advisory Board. 
The same study found that the av¬ 
erage annual cost of operating a 
mobile clinic is about $450,000. 

While several studies suggest 
that partnerships with hospitals 
are a boon for mobile clinics, 
Vavasis acknowledges that there 
still hasn’t been a large, multi¬ 
year study of their impact, and 
that gives pause to some health 
system leaders. He said an in¬ 


depth study that lays out the over¬ 
all impact of mobile clinics on the 
health care system — and, more 
specifically, the potential savings 
and benefits for health systems — 
needs to be undertaken in order 
to win them over. 

Without financial buy-in from 
health systems, even the most 
successful mobile clinics are left 
to scrape by. 

“Without individual donors and 
private philanthropy,” Siemer 
said, “our patients would be back 
where they were, cycling through 
the ER.” 

Some advocates also caution 
against overstating — or over¬ 
estimating — the role of mobile 
clinics in the overall health care 
system. 

“Mobile clinics are a solution of 
last resort,” said Spalding, of the 
HOMES program. Mobile clinics, 
she added, can address barriers 
to care, such as a lack of reliable 
transportation, but they are not a 
panacea for all the troubles that 
ail the health care system. 

“Thoughtfully applied,” she 
said, “they are an important 
component of care for the most 
vulnerable populations in our 
country.” 
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WORLD _ 

Iran's foreign minister warns 
neighbors not to stir unrest 





Ebrahim Noroozi/AP 


Iranian worshippers bum a representation of the U.S. flag that reads 
“The most deserving flag for burning” during a rally against anti¬ 
government protesters after the Friday prayer ceremony in Tehran. 


By Nasser Karimi 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s for¬ 
eign minister on Monday warned 
neighboring countries over fo¬ 
menting insecurity in Iran in a 
reference to anti-government pro¬ 
tests that have roiled the country 
over the past two weeks. 

The remarks by Mohammad 
Javad Zarif at a security confer¬ 
ence in Tehran echoed the Ira¬ 
nian authorities’ stance, which 
alleges that foreign powers — in¬ 
cluding regional rival Saudi Ara¬ 
bia — stirred up unrest linked to 
the protests. 

“Some countries tried to mis¬ 
use the recent incidents,” Zarif 
said without blaming any spe¬ 
cific country, and added that “no 
country can create a secure envi¬ 
ronment for itself at the expense 
of creating insecurity among its 
neighbors.” 

“Such efforts” will only back¬ 
fire, the official IRNA news agen¬ 
cy quoted Zarif as saying. 

The anti-government demon¬ 


strations first broke out in Mash¬ 
had, Iran’s second-largest city, on 
Dec. 28 and later spread to sev¬ 
eral other cities and towns. The 
protests were the largest seen 
in Iran since the disputed 2009 
presidential election. 

They were sparked by an in¬ 
crease in food prices amid soar¬ 
ing unemployment, but some 
demonstrators later called for 
the government’s overthrow and 
chanted against the country’s 
supreme leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

At least 21 people were killed 
and hundreds arrested. Large 
pro-government rallies were held 
in response, and officials have 
blamed the anti-government un¬ 
rest on foreign meddling. 

In the past few days, Iranian 
authorities said the protests are 
waning. On Sunday, Iran’s Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard claimed the na¬ 
tion and its security forces had 
ended the wave of unrest. 

The powerful Guard blamed 
the unrest on the United States, 
Israel and Saudi Arabia, as well as 


an exiled opposition group known 
as the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, and 
supporters of the monarchy that 
was overthrown in the 1979 Is¬ 
lamic Revolution. 

Zarif also mentioned an emer¬ 
gency session of the U.N. Security 
Council on Friday. The United 
States had called the meeting, 
portraying Iranian protests as 
a human rights issue that could 
spill over into an international 
problem. 

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
Nikki Haley said the session had 
put Iran on notice that “the world 
will be watching” its actions, but 
envoys from several other coun¬ 
tries expressed reservations 
whether the council was the right 
forum for the issue. 

Zarif on Monday depicted the 
session as a fiasco and evidence 
that the Trump administration 
is “isolated at the international 
level.” 

The world “witnessed that (all 
other) members of the U.N. Se¬ 
curity Council spoke about pre¬ 
venting the meddling in Iran’s 


internal affairs,” he said. 

Zarif also warned that Islamic 
State is still active and a threat in 
the region and beyond, despite the 
destruction of its self-proclaimed 
“caliphate” in Syria and Iraq, and 
he called for the “complete crush” 
of the militant group. 

Also Monday, Iran’s moder¬ 
ate president, Hassan Rouhani, 
said despite the abuse of the pro¬ 
tests by outsiders, the authorities 


should heed the message of the 
people. 

“People rightfully say: ‘See us, 
listen to our words,”’ Rouhani 
said. 

He stressed that his policy of 
economic reform is the “right” 
way forward and urged the lift¬ 
ing of bans on messaging apps, 
including the popular Telegram 
messaging service, that were shut 
down during the protests. 


UK’s Northern Ireland minister quits as May shuffles Cabinet 


Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime 
Minister Theresa May is start¬ 
ing the new political year with a 
shake-up of her Cabinet. 

May is trying to bolster her 


authority ahead of a crucial new 
phase in Brexit negotiations on 
Britain’s divorce from the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. As Parliament 
returned Monday from its Christ¬ 
mas break. May was summoning 


ministers to 10 Downing St. to be 
moved, promoted or demoted. 

Several senior ministers are 
expected to stay, including For¬ 
eign Secretary Boris Johnson and 
Brexit Secretary David Davis. 


In the first announcement. 
Northern Ireland Secretary 
James Brokenshire said he is re¬ 
signing due to health reasons. 

His resignation comes amid 
a continuing political crisis in 


Northern Ireland, the power¬ 
sharing administration of which 
has been suspended for a year 
amid a stalemate between the 
main Irish nationalist and British 
unionist parties. 


272 migrants 
are rescued in 
Mediterranean 

Associated Press 

BENGHAZI, Libya — Libya’s 
navy says it has rescued 272 
migrants whose vessels were 
stranded in the Mediterranean 
Sea as they tried to reach south¬ 
ern Europe. 

A navy statement late Sunday 
said the migrants were on two 
vessels. 

The engine of one vessel sank 
into the sea, while the engine of 
the other broke down. It said the 
migrants included 53 women and 
57 children. 

The bodies of two female mi¬ 
grants were found on one of the 
vessels. It added that the survi¬ 
vors were taken to a port in Trip¬ 
oli, the Libyan capital. 

Libya has been plagued by law¬ 
lessness and militia rule since a 
2011 uprising toppled and killed 
dictator Moammar Gadhafi. 

The chaos has allowed the 
North African nation to become 
a mqjor transit point for migrants 
seeking to reach Europe. 


Vietnam begins big 
corruption trial of 
22, mostly oil execs 



Associated Press 

HANOI, Vietnam — A Vietnamese court 
began a mqjor corruption trial on Monday of 
22 defendants, including a former senior Viet¬ 
namese Communist Party official and a top oil 
executive the government is accused of snatch¬ 
ing from Germany. 

Most of the defendants are current or former 
senior oil executives, including three other 
former chairmen of state-owned energy giant 
PetroVietnam. The company and the banking 
sector have been at the center of an unprec¬ 
edented crackdown on corruption under the 
watch of Communist Party General Secretary 
Nguyen Phu Trong. 

Former Pohtburo member Dinh La Thang, 
57, also a former PetroVietnam chairman, is 
accused of “deliberately violating state eco¬ 
nomic management regulations, causing se¬ 
rious consequences” for his role in awarding 
PetroVietnam’s Construction Joint Stock Co., 
or PVC, a contract to build a thermoelectric 
plant without a proper bidding process. 

He also allegedly advanced $67 million 
to PVC, which did not use the funds for the 
proper purpose, causing losses of $5.5 mil¬ 
lion to the state. 

Thang, the first former Poltiburo member to 
be prosecuted in decades, faces up to 20 years 
in prison if convicted. 


Trinh Xuan Thanh, 51, a former PVC chair¬ 
man, is accused of the same charge as well as 
embezzling $186,000 from another thermo¬ 
electric plant. The embezzlement offense car¬ 
ries the death penalty. 

In August, Germany accused Vietnam’s in¬ 
telligence service of kidnapping Thanh from 
a Berlin park. Vietnam denied the allegation, 
saying Thanh turned himself in to police vol¬ 
untarily, but the incident strained ties, and 
Germany expelled two Vietnamese diplomats. 

The trial of Thang and Thanh “sends out 


a stern warning that there will be no ‘no-go 
zones’ in this campaign, and corrupt officials, 
no matter who they are and what position they 
hold, will be brought to justice,” said Le Hong 
Hiep, a research fellow at the Singapore-based 
ISE AS — Yusof Ishak Institute. 

“The campaign has some aspects of politi¬ 
cal infighting, but the main driver is still the 
party’s wish to stem widespread corruption, 
which has undermined the people’s confidence 
in the party’s governance capabilities as well 
as its economic reform efforts,” Hiep said. 
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By Gary Abernathy 
Special To The Washington Post 

I n recent years, anti-bullying cam¬ 
paigns have become standard fare 
in high school and college. Our soci¬ 
ety has decided, rightly, that bullies 
should no longer be tolerated because their 
hurtful attacks can lead to lifelong scars 
and even, in extreme cases, suicide by the 
victims. 

Likewise, Donald Trump, as both a can¬ 
didate and president, has been accused of 
being a bully, his critics attacking him for 
his bluster and insensitivity. 

It seems the only bullies who remain off 
limits — in the eyes of media critics, nu¬ 
merous politicians and many other Ameri¬ 
cans — are rogue-nation dictators and 
terrorist organizations. We should treat 
those bullies with kid gloves, many say. 

The latest example of this appeasing be¬ 
lief came in the first week of the new year, 
when North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
boasted, “I have a nuclear button on the 
desk in my office. All of the mainland Unit¬ 
ed States is within the range of our nuclear 
strike.” 

For several decades, and with various 
White House occupants, the U.S. response 
to such provocations has been one that 
could generously be called “restraint” but 
more accurately called “spinelessness.” 

Instead, Trump tweeted, “North Korean 
Leader Kim Jong Un just stated that the 
‘Nuclear Button is on his desk at all times.’ 
Will someone from his depleted and food 
starved regime please inform him that I 
too have a Nuclear Button, but it is a much 
bigger & more powerful one than his, and 
my Button works!” 

A typical round of outrage ensued, di- 


P resident Donald Trump began 
2018 with a salvo against Pakistan, 
raging against Islamabad’s “lies 
and deceit” after years of alleg¬ 
edly abetting terrorist groups and allowing 
militant havens in the country. Then the 
administration moved to block an estimat¬ 
ed $2 billion in military aid earmarked for 
Pakistan. Trump framed his action as yet 
another dramatic rupture with the past; it 
seemed the work, yet again, of a presiden¬ 
cy motivated by a profound desire to con¬ 
stantly poke its predecessors in the eye. 

“The Trump administration’s move 
came after what a senior State Department 
official called ‘numerous conversations’ 
with the Pakistanis over several months, 
along with visits by Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson and Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis,” my colleagues Shaiq Hussain and 
Annie Gowen reported. “The United States 
has repeatedly pressed the Pakistanis to do 
something about Taliban and Haqqani net¬ 
work militants operating inside Pakistan 
who launch attacks against coalition forces 
in Afghanistan, officials said.” 

Unlike many of the president’s other 
stances on foreign affairs, though, Trump’s 
exasperation with Pakistan is widely 
shared in Washington’s establishment 
policy circles. U.S. lawmakers and diplo¬ 
mats, not to mention previous presidents, 
have long grumbled about the “two-faced” 
role played by the Pakistanis. Even while 
collaborating with the U.S. on counterter¬ 
rorism, elements of the Pakistani military 
— a domineering institution that casts a 
long shadow over the state — were known 
to have cultivated, shielded and directed 
a constellation of Islamist militant groups 
operating on either side of Pakistan’s bor¬ 
ders with Afghanistan and India. 


rected not at the North Korean dictator but 
at the president of the United States. How 
dare he respond in such a careless, juve¬ 
nile and irresponsible way? 

“Spoken like a petulant ten year old,” 
Eliot Cohen, former counselor to Condo- 
leezza Rice, wrote on Twitter, summing up 
the general reaction from many. “But one 
with nuclear weapons — for real — at his 
disposal. How responsible people around 
him, or supporting him, can dismiss this 
or laugh it off is beyond me.” 

In fact, how to successfully deal with 
threats from abroad has been beyond many 
past administrations. It has long appeared 
to be U.S. policy to live in fear of upsetting 
our enemies. 

Trump’s approach — one for which mil¬ 
lions of Americans have longed — is to 
treat them like the sniveling bullies they 
are. From his description of Kim as “Little 
Rocket Man” to his retorts to the dictator’s 
nuclear threats. Trump refuses to feign 
respect. 

Trump has been admirably consistent 
in his approach to America’s enemies, and 
his critics just as reliable in expressing 
their alarm. During the 2016 campaign, 
Hillary Clinton and many others claimed 
that Trump’s blunt rhetoric on Islamist ex¬ 
tremism was helping the terrorist Islamic 
State recruit new members. 

In May 2016, Clinton echoed what many 
others had said and would continue to 
claim: “I said months ago, what Donald 
Trump said is going to be used to recruit 
terrorists by ISIS. ... Now just recently we 
have absolute evidence, yes it is. They’re 
taking his words, out of his mouth, deni¬ 
grating Muslims and putting them into pro¬ 
paganda videos. Why are we making the 
world more dangerous for Americans?” 


Since 9/11, Pakistan has also played a 
key role in enabling American military 
operations against the Taliban. But the 
awkwardness of this marriage of conve¬ 
nience has been on display plenty of times. 
In 2009, then-President Barack Obama 
pointed to the terrorist “safe havens” in 
Pakistan as part of the need to ramp up 
American troop levels in Afghanistan. Two 
years later, al-Qaida mastermind Osama 
bin Laden was discovered and killed in a 
housing compound just a four-hour drive 
from the Pakistani capital. 

“Eventually, those snakes are going to 
turn on whoever has them in the backyard,” 
Obama had warned the Pakistanis. His 
own administration withheld hundreds of 
millions of dollars of promised assistance 
to Islamabad because of Pakistan’s inabil¬ 
ity (or unwillingness) to crack down on the 
notorious Haqqani network, as well as an¬ 
other militant group that targets India. 

That’s why, despite their strident tone, 
it’s unclear whether Trump’s tweets signal 
a real shift in U.S. policy. Nor is it obvious 
why social media threats would lead to a 
genuine change of heart in Islamabad, 
where a weak civilian government must 
contend with the military as well as wide¬ 
spread anti-American sentiment. 

In response to Trump, Pakistan’s foreign 
minister described the United States as the 
“friend who always betrays.” His ministry 
put out a more politely worded statement. 
“Working toward enduring peace requires 
mutual respect and trust along with pa¬ 
tience and persistence,” it read. “Arbitrary 
deadlines, unilateral pronouncements and 
shifting goal posts are counterproductive 
in addressing common threats.” 

In an interview with the Guardian, Paki¬ 
stani Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Ab- 
basi lamented Washington’s seeming lack 
of appreciation for Pakistani contribu- 


In other words, don’t make ISIS leaders 
mad. Don’t insult them — they’ll hate us 
even more! 

The terrorists may have used Trump’s 
words as a recruitment tool — and yes, he 
could have done better differentiating be¬ 
tween the Muslim religion and Islamist ter¬ 
rorism — but in recent months, according 
to multiple accounts, ISIS has been effec¬ 
tively vanquished in its former strongholds 
in Iraq and Syria. The claim that Trump’s 
rhetoric would make the group stronger 
was off base. 

While many accuse the president of 
engaging in playground taunts. Trump 
speaks to rogue dictators and terrorists in 
the language they understand. He demon¬ 
strates a stark shift in U.S. policy from one 
of fear and appeasement to treating such 
bullies in the fashion they deserve — with 
contempt and derision. 

Trump’s critics will wonder why the 
president seems to take a softer approach 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
but Putin does not claim his goal is to oblit¬ 
erate the U.S. militarily or via terrorist 
attacks. The response the United States 
has employed for years with those who do 
— and the one preferred by Trump’s crit¬ 
ics — led to a far-reaching ISIS, a North 
Korea that is armed with long-range mis¬ 
siles and a more dangerous world overall. 
A radically different response has been 
long overdue. 

We claim to want our children to under¬ 
stand that bullies should not be tolerated 
or respected. That philosophy should not 
include an exemption for dictators and 
terrorists. 


Gary /Abernathy, a contributing coiumnist for the 

Washington Post, is publisher and editor of the 
Hillsboro (Ohio) Times-Gazette. 


tions. “Today, we are fighting terrorists. 
So if somebody says we are harboring ter¬ 
rorists, there is no greater fallacy,” Abbasi 
said. “We have engaged U.S. at every level 
from President Trump down.” 

Pakistani officials are “going to become 
much more forceful in terms of their rhet¬ 
oric towards the United States, especially 
because there’s an election coming up, 
probably in May,” Shamila Chaudhary, 
of the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies, said in an interview 
with Slate’s Isaac Chotiner. “They’re going 
to double down on their kind of anti-US. 
sentiment, and they’re going to focus on 
their relationship with China.” 

Such fraught geopolitics are another rea¬ 
son Trump’s threats may ring hollow. China 
is promising significant new investment in 
Pakistan as part of its own long-term eco¬ 
nomic project in Central and South Asia, 
which raises questions about the strength 
of American influence in Islamabad. In Af¬ 
ghanistan, a host of other regional powers 

— including Russia, China, Iran and India 

— are all increasingly influential players 
in what has turned into a new “great game” 
for the 21st century. American troops may 
have been fighting battles there for more 
than 16 years, but Trump is hardly in a po¬ 
sition to call all the shots. 

“Pakistan’s internal weaknesses, the 
terrorists it harbors and its nuclear arse¬ 
nal make for an explosive mix. Sanctions 
do not make a policy in and of themselves,” 
noted a Financial Times editorial. “Wash¬ 
ington also needs to figure out how to lower 
the odds of Pakistan becoming a failed 
state.” Short of Trump conjuring up a total¬ 
ly different set of Pakistan-related tweets, 
though, it doesn’t seem the White House 
has done much thinking on that front. 

Ishaan f harobr writes about foreign affairs for 

The Washington Post. 


Trump’s threats to Pakistan may ring hollow 

By Ishaan Tharoor 

The Washington Post 
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Woman run over by own 
car after attack by cat 

PI COCOA BEACH — A 
r L Florida woman is recov¬ 
ering from severe injuries after 
a cat jumped into her car and at¬ 
tacked her, causing her to be run 
over by her own vehicle. 

The Florida Highway Patrol 
said the unidentified woman 
was parked in front of a house 
near Cocoa on Friday night. As 
she prepared to drive away, the 
cat pounced into her car and 
attacked. Authorities said she 
jumped out of the car to escape 
the feline, forgetting the car was 
in reverse, and was run over. 

Florida Today reported the 
car rolled into the street and 
also struck a parked vehicle. The 
woman suffered critical injuries. 

Accident leads to 5th 
drunken-driving charge 

«»| MILWAUKEE — A 
WW I Wisconsin man with 
four drunken-driving convic¬ 
tions on his record was arrested 
on suspicion of a possible fifth of¬ 
fense after crashing his SUV. 

WTMJ-TV reported that the 
incident was reported to Racine 
County authorities about 12:20 
p.m. Friday. A caller said a ve¬ 
hicle was being driven recklessly 
and veered off the roadway and 
struck a tree. 

The 43-year-old driver ran into 
the woods before he was arrested 
by Racine County deputies. He 
was treated for minor injuries at 
a local hospital. 

The suspect is facing charges 
of a fifth offense operating while 
intoxicated, operating without a 
license and several other traffic 
citations. 

Ex-teacher accepts 
penalty for comments 


THE CENSUS 



The age of Bertha Vickers, of Starkville, Miss., at the time of a recent deer kill. Vickers wants to know “why everybody is making 
such a big deal about it” because it was “just a doe" and not a buck. Vickers used a .243 Winchester rifle to kill the doe a few miles 
from her rural home outside Starkville. Relatives posted pictures of Vickers and her kill on Facebook, and people sent messages of 
congratulations. Vickers, who still mows her own yard and enjoys squirrel hunting, turns 100 on Tuesday. 




Andy Newman, Florida Keys News Bureau/AP 


Warriors on wheels 


Military veterans ride over the Seven Mile Bridge on Friday in the Florida Keys near Marathon, Fla. Some 44 men and women participated 
in a trip along the Keys Overseas Highway, organized by the Wounded Warrior Project, to raise public awareness and support for the needs 
of severely injured servicemembers. The oi^anization’s bicycle trips also provide rehabilitative opportunities for injured troops. 


ly I TRENTON — A former 
J New Jersey high school 
teacher who posted anti-gay 
comments on her Facebook page 
several years ago has agreed to 
a three-year suspension of her 
teaching certificates. 

NJ.com reported that Jenye 
“Viki” Knox initially appealed a 
state Department of Education’s 
decision to revoke her three 
certificates to the Office of Ad¬ 
ministrative Law. But she then in¬ 
formed the education department 
she would agree to the three-year 
suspension. 

The state Board of Examiners 
accepted the proposal Dec. 8. The 
panel then immediately suspend¬ 
ed the elementary school, nursery 
school and handicapped teaching 
certificates Knox has held since 
February 1990. 

Police: Snow thwarts 
would-be shoplifter 

ly MINOT — Authorities 
say a North Dakota 
man who wheeled a shopping 
cart with stolen merchandise out 
of a Hobby Lobby craft store was 
stopped by snow. 

Police said Dustin Johnson, 22, 
filled a cart with about $4,000 in 
products at a Hobby Lobby store 
in Minot on Wednesday, but after 
the cart got stuck in the snow in 


the parking lot and tipped over, 
Johnson ran off 

Pohce said that along with the 
merchandise, Johnson left be¬ 
hind his wallet — which contained 
identification with his address. He 
is charged with theft of property. 

Man to pay $4,750 for 
killing trumpeter swans 

BEND — A Cottage 
Im Grove man respon¬ 
sible for killing two trumpeter 
swans while hunting in central 
Oregon must pay $4,750 in 
restitution. 

The Bulletin reported in a story 
Friday that Michael J. Abbott, 35, 
received the sentence in Lake 
County Circuit Court. Abbott also 
must serve one year of probation 
and has lost his hunting privileg¬ 
es for three years. 

Trumpeter swans are a pro¬ 
tected species in Oregon, and 
Abbott was found guilty of two 
misdemeanor wildlife violations 
in September. 

Authorities said that Abbott 
shot the swans in October 2016 
while hunting at the Summer 
Lake Wildlife Area. 


No kids hurt as school 
bus window shot out 

I A FOREST CITY — Police 
in north-central Iowa 
said no children where hurt when 
a window of their moving school 
bus was shot out. 

The Mason City Globe Gazette 
reported that the incident hap¬ 
pened in Forest City on Friday 
morning, when the window shat¬ 
tered after being hit by a shot 
from a pellet gun. 

A statement from the Forest 
City School District said all chil¬ 
dren were safe and that no inju¬ 
ries resulted from the shooting or 
the flying glass. 

Police said they know who is re¬ 
sponsible for the shooting and be¬ 
lieve it was an isolated incident. 

Official aims to raise 
marriage age to 18 

AiC KETCHIKAN — An 
Alaska lawmaker is 
seeking to change the state law 
that allows a person as young as 
14 to marry. 

The Ketchikan Daily News re¬ 


ports state Sen. Berta Gardner is 
planning to introduce legislation 
to raise the legal age of marriage 
to 18 in Alaska. The Democratic 
senator’s legislation also would 
allow emancipated minors older 
than 16 to marry. 

Under current state law, a per¬ 
son between the age of 14 and 
18 can marry with permission 
from a superior court judge. The 
judge may grant permission if the 
“marriage is in the best interest 
of the minor.” 

Man claims attack 
by bobcat in lawsuit 

PI TAMPA — A Florida 
r L contractor says he was 
attacked by a bobcat inside a 
woman’s condo, but the animal’s 
owner says her feline is no preda¬ 
tor, just a 10-pound domestic 
longhair kitty named Calli. 

The contractor, Marcos Her¬ 
nandez, filed a lawsuit in Tampa 
on Dec. 19, alleging condo owner 
Christine Lee illegally kept a bob¬ 
cat inside her unit. Hernandez 
said a bobcat scratched him on 
May 16, causing him serious inju¬ 
ries after he entered the condo to 


conduct a fire safety inspection. 

Lee wasn’t there at the time. 
She said she has never owned a 
bobcat, just Calli and a sleeker, 
black cat named Max. 

$1M given to project 
for student veterans 

CT NEW HAVEN—A Yale 
astronomy and physics 
professor has been awarded a $1 
million prize to expand her work 
on a project that helps military 
veterans prepare for college. 

Marla Geha will receive the 
money over the next five years 
from the Howard Hughes Medi¬ 
cal Institute for her work on the 
science portion of Yale’s Warrior- 
Scholar Project. 

The project is a two-week “boot 
camp” on university campuses, 
aimed at giving enlisted veter¬ 
ans who have been admitted to 
college the skills and confidence 
needed to succeed there. 

The camps are led by veterans 
who already have made a suc¬ 
cessful transition, in collabora¬ 
tion with faculty and students 
from the schools involved. 

From wire reports 
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Globes get serious 

Awards show more known for booze than relevance 
finds meaning in red-carpet solidarity, fiery speeches 


By Josh Rottenberg 

Los Angeles Times 

T he Golden Globes are, by reputation, 
the loosest, booziest and most decid¬ 
edly unserious ceremony on Hol¬ 
lywood’s awards season calendar, 
with the awards themselves quite often the 
butt of the joke. Hosting the awards in 2016, 
Ricky Gervais repeatedly savaged them as 
“meaningless.” 

But, in a year that has seen the entertain¬ 
ment industry upended by a wave of sexual 
harassment scandals, the 75th Golden Globes 
flipped the script. At Sunday evening’s cer¬ 
emony, everything — from the black dresses 
women wore on the red carpet in solidarity to 
the jokes and speeches to the winners them¬ 
selves — seemed freighted with meaning. 

“It’s 2018 — marijuana is finally allowed 
and sexual harassment finally isn’t,” show 
host Seth Meyers said, summing up the sense 
of change in the air. 

In what has been one of the most wide- 
open awards seasons in years, the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association offered little clar¬ 
ity, spreading its love among a handful of top 
contenders. “Three Billboards Outside Ebb¬ 
ing, Missouri,” “Lady Bird” and “The Shape 
of Water” all took home mqjor prizes, while 
other critical favorites such as “Dunkirk,” 
“Get Out,” “Call Me by Your Name” and 
“The Post” left empty-handed. 

Writer-director Martin McDonagh’s dark¬ 
ly hued morality play “Three Billboards,” 
which drew six nominations, proved the eve¬ 
ning’s biggest winner with four wins, includ¬ 
ing the top prize in the drama category as 
well as awards for McDonagh’s screenplay 
and for the performances of Sam Rockwell 
and Frances McDormand. 

Accepting the award for lead actress in a 
drama for her role as a grieving mother try¬ 
ing to spur the police to solve her daughter’s 
murder, McDormand captured the undercur¬ 
rents that ran through the entire evening’s 
proceedings, as an occasion normally devot¬ 
ed to self-congratulation was dominated in¬ 
stead by thorny issues of sexual misconduct 
and gender inequality. 

“As many of you know, I keep my politics 
private, but it was really great to be in this 
room tonight and to be part of a tectonic shift 
in our industry’s power structure,” she told 
the crowd. “Trust me, the women in this 
room tonight are not here for the food. We 
are here for the work.” 


Coming into the evening with four nomina¬ 
tions, writer-director Greta Gerwig’s com- 
ing-of-age dramedy “Lady Bird” took home 
the top prize in the comedy or musical cate¬ 
gory as well as an award for lead actress Sao- 
irse Ronan, who plays an independent teen 
who bristles against her upbringing. 

Guillermo del Toro’s fantastical fable “The 
Shape of Water” — a love story between a 
mute janitor (Sally Hawkins) and an aquatic 
humanoid creature — led the pack heading 
into the evening with seven nominations but 
ended up with just two awards. Alexandre 
Desplat won for the film’s score while Del 
Toro took home the director prize in what 
presenter Natalie Portman pointedly noted 
was an “all-male” category. 

“Since childhood I’ve been faithful to mon¬ 
sters,” Del Toro said. “I believe they are pa¬ 
tron saints of our blissful imperfection.” 

The Globes, which are decided by fewer 
than 100 members of the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association, are not considered terri¬ 
bly predictive of the Oscars race. 

It’s difficult to say whether the evening de¬ 
livered any stunning snubs or shocks. Many, 
however, likely expected a stronger show¬ 
ing for Steven Spielberg’s Pentagon Papers 
drama “The Post,” which came into the night 
with six nominations and carries a timely 
story of the collision between presidential 
power and press freedoms. 

In other film acting categories, Gary Old¬ 
man won the lead actor in a drama prize for 
his turn as Winston Churchill in “Darkest 
Hour,” and seven-time Emmy winner Alli¬ 
son Janney earned her first Golden Globe for 
her supporting turn as the mother of figure 
skater Tonya Harding in the dark comedy 
“I, Tonya.” James Franco won the award for 
lead actor in a comedy for his turn as hapless 
filmmaker Tommy Wiseau in “The Disaster 
Artist” — bringing Wiseau to the stage in 
one of the evening’s odder moments. 

This year’s Globes kept the spotlight on the 
industry’s ills. Host Meyers delivered par¬ 
ticularly sharp digs at Kevin Spacey, Woody 
Allen and Harvey Weinstein, who he predict¬ 
ed “would be the first person ever booed in 
the In Memoriam.” 

In television, shows centered on women 
led the night. HBO’s limited series “Big Lit¬ 
tle Lies” won four awards, including acting 
prizes for stars Nicole Kidman, Alexander 
Skarsgard and Laura Dern, while Amazon’s 
“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” and Hulu’s 
“The Handmaid’s Tale” won two awards 



Jordan Strauss, Invision/AP 


Members of the cast and crew of “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” — from 
left, Martin McDonagh, Sam Rockwell, Frances McDormand, Graham Broadbent and Peter 
Czernin — celebrate their film's award for best motion picture, drama on Sunday at the 
75th annual Golden Globe Awards in Beverly Hills, Calif. 



Paul Drinkwater, NBC/AP 


Oprah Winfrey delivered an emotional and 
memorable speech while accepting the 
Cecil B. DeMille Award on Sunday night. 

apiece, including the top prizes, respectively, 
in the comedy and drama series categories. 

In perhaps the night’s most emotional mo¬ 
ment, Oprah Winfrey, accepting the Cecil B. 
DeMille Award in recognition of her career, 
brought the crowd to its feet with a rousing 
speech that encapsulated the evening’s blend 
of outrage, inspiration and determination to 
bring about long-overdue change. 

“I want all the girls watching here, now, to 
know that a new day is on the horizon,” Win¬ 
frey said. “And when that new day finally 
dawns, it will be because of a lot of magnifi¬ 
cent women, many of whom are right here in 
this room tonight, and some pretty phenom¬ 
enal men, fighting hard to make sure that 
they become the leaders who take us to the 
time when nobody ever has to say ‘Me too’ 
again.” 


Golden Globes winners 

FILM 

Motion picture, drama: “Three Billboards" 

Motion picture, musical or comedy: “Lady Bird" 
Actor in a motion picture, drama: Gary Oldman, 
“Darkest Hour" 

Actress in a motion picture, drama: Frances 
McDormand, “Three Billboards" 

Actress in a motion picture, musical or comedy: 
Saoirse Ronan, “Lady Bird" 

Actor in a motion picture, musical or comedy: 
James Franco, “Disaster Artist" 

Supporting actress in any motion picture: Al¬ 
lison Janney, “I, Tonya” 

Supporting actor in any motion picture: Sam 
Rockwell, “Three Billboards" 

Director, motion picture: Guillermo del Toro, 

“The Shape of Water" 

Original score, motion picture: Alexander Des¬ 
plat, “The Shape of Water" 

Motion picture, foreign language: “In the Fade” 
Motion picture, animated: “Coco" 

Screenplay, motion picture: “Three Billboards" 
Original song, motion picture: “This Is Me" from 
“The Greatest Showman" 

TELEVISION 

TV drama: “The Handmaid’s Tale" 

TV series, musical or comedy: “The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel” 

TV limited series or motion picture made for 

TV: “Big Little Lies" 

Supporting actress in series, limited series or 
motion picture made for TV: Laura Dern, “Big Little 
Lies" 

Supporting actor in series, limited series or 
motion picture made for TV: Alexander Skarsgard, 
“Big Little Lies” 

Actress in a TV series, musical or comedy: 

Rachel Brosnahan, “Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” 

Actor in a TV series, musical or comedy: Aziz 
Ansari, “Master of None" 

Actor in a TV series, drama: Freddie Highmore, 
“Good Doctor” ■ _ 

Actress in a TV series, drama: Elisabeth Moss, 
“The Handmaid’s Tale” 

Actor in limited series or motion picture made 
for TV: Ewan McGregor, “Fargo” 

Actress in limited series or motion picture made 
for TV: Nicole Kidman, “Big Little Lies” 

Compiled by the Los Angeles Times 


Film Critics names 
^Lady Bird’ top film 

The National Society of Film 
Critics has named “Lady Bird” 
the best picture of the year, be¬ 
stowing a total of four awards 
on Greta Gerwig’s directorial 
debut. 

The actress-turned-filmmaker 
was also honored for her direct¬ 
ing work and screenplay. Laurie 
Metcalf, who stars in “Lady Bird” 
as the mother of an angst-ridden 
high school senior, was named 
best supporting actress. 

The Society, comprising 59 
movie critics from across the 
country, voted for its annual 
awards on Jan. 6. The organiza¬ 
tion gave “Get Out” star Daniel 
Kaluuya the best actor prize. 

Other victors included Sally 
Hawkins, who won best actress 
for her near-silent performance 
in “The Shape of Water,” and Wil¬ 
lem Dafoe, who plays the owner 
of a run-down motel in “The Flor¬ 
ida Project.” 

‘Jumanji/ Insidious’ top 
‘Last Jedi’ at box office 

Move over, “Last Jedi,” there 
are new box office champs this 
weekend. “Jumanji: Welcome to 
the Jungle” has topped the charts 
after three weekends in theaters, 
and newcomer “Insidious: The 
Last Key” opened in second. 

“Jumanji,” starring Dwayne 
Johnson and Kevin Hart, earned 
$36 million over the week¬ 
end, bringing its total to $244.4 
million. 

In second place is the horror 
film “Insidious: The Last Key,” 
the fourth in the franchise, which 
earned $29.3 million. 

“Star Wars: The Last Jedi” 
fell to third place with $23.6 mil¬ 
lion in its fourth weekend in the¬ 
aters. The space blockbuster has 
grossed $572.5 million to date. 

“The Greatest Showman” took 
fourth place with $13.8 million 
and “Pitch Perfect 3” rounded out 
the top five with $10.2 million. 

Other news 

■ Pink is heading to the Super 
Bowl to sing the national anthem. 
The NFL announced Monday that 
the pop star will perform “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” before 
the game on Feb. 4 at U.S. Bank 
Stadium in Minneapolis. Justin 
Timberlake is set to headline the 
halftime show. 

■ A civil lawsuit charging 
Oscar-winning filmmaker Paul 
Haggis with raping a publicist 
has prompted three additional 
women to come forward with 
their own sexual misconduct ac¬ 
cusations. Haggis has denied the 
original rape allegation in a coun¬ 
ter-complaint to the lawsuit. 

■ Ray Thomas, flautist and vo¬ 
calist for British rock group The 
Moody Blues, died Jan. 4. He was 
76. No cause of death was given, 
but Thomas disclosed in 2014 that 
he had been diagnosed with pros¬ 
tate cancer. 

■ Jerry Van Dyke, the young¬ 
er brother of Dick Van Dyke who 
struggled to achieve his own star¬ 
dom before clicking as the dim- 
witted sidekick in television’s 
“Coach,” died Jan. 5, according 
to his manager. He was 86. 


From wire services 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



Good to go ... 
^ everywhere 

; 2018 Jeep Wrangler 

" .* Jjjles on and off the road 


.1 


A t? 
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Photos courtesy of Jeep 


By Mark Phelan 

Detroit Free Press 

TUCSON, Ariz. 
bright blue sky is the only thing 
visible through the windshield. 
All I can hear is the screech of 
metal on stone as the vehicle’s 
frame scrapes over boulders on a 60-de- 
gree slope in the Sonoran Desert. 

Everything is going exactly as it should 
in the 2018 Jeep Wrangler. 

The new Wrangler is simultaneously the 
most capable off-road and quietest, most 
comfortable on-road vehicle in a 75-year 
lineage that traces directly to the original 
1941 US. Army jeep. 

“Its on-road manners are great, and the 
things it does off-road are mindboggling,” 
analyst Joe Phillippi, of AutoTrends, said. 

The new Wrangler goes on sale in 
the first quarter of 2018. Prices start at 
$26,995 for a two-door and $30,495 for the 
four-door. The top Rubicon model, the most 
capable off-roader in the Wrangler family, 
goes for $36,995 for two-door and $40,495 
for four-door. 

The Wrangler’s design is immediately 
recognizable. The new model offers hard 
and soft tops that are easier to remove and 
a new folding canvas power hardtop on 
Sahara models of the four-door. The doors 
are removable, and the windshield folds 
flat onto the hood. The new design makes 
it easier to accomplish both those tasks, 
making it likely more Jeep owners will 
enjoy fully open driving. 

At 188.4 inches, the four-door is 21.6 
inches longer than the two-door. The four- 


door’s wheelbase is 118.4 inches long, the 
two-door’s 96.8. Both models are longer 
than the outgoing model but more ma¬ 
neuverable, with a smaller turning radius 
thanks to a wider track and new electro- 
hydraulic steering gear. That’s a key stat 
for off-roaders who navigate tight trails 
and rock fields. 

The base engine is an updated version 
of Fiat Chrysler’s 285-hp 3.6L V-6, which 
produces 260 foot-pounds of torque. A six- 
speed manual transmission is standard 


2018 Jeep Wrangler 



Vehicle type: Five-seat SUV 

Base price: 2-door, $26,995; 4-door 

$30,495 

Power: V-6: 285 hp @ 6,400 rpm, 260 @ 
4,800 foot-pounds of torque, 4-cyl.: 270 hp 
@ 5,250 rpm, 295 foot-pounds of torque @ 
3,000x rpm 

Transmission: 8-speed automatic or six- 
speed manual 

EPA fuel economy rating: V-6: 18 mpg 

city/23 highway/20 combined. 4-cyl.: TBD 

TNS 


equipment, an eight-speed manual option¬ 
al with the V-6. 

The optional engine upgrade will sur¬ 
prise Jeep traditionalists on several fronts. 
It’s a 2.0L four cylinder with a turbocharg¬ 
er and a mild hybrid system. 

All those features could rankle hard-core 
Wrangler fans, who consider themselves 
the guardians of Jeep’s heritage and core 
values. The engine was developed along¬ 
side the Wrangler in FCA’s Auburn Hills 
tech center, but it’s part of a global engine 
family that also powers the Alfa Romeo 
Giulia sport sedan and Stelvio SUV. 

It develops 270 hp, but more important¬ 
ly, 295 foot-pounds of torque, more than 
the V-6, and a much lower rpm — 3,000, 
compared with 4,800 for the V-6 — a com¬ 
bination that should be welcome off-road, 
where torque is a precious commodity. 

The 2.0L delivered plenty of power on 
road and off, accelerating confidently in 
traffic and rolling through the desert with 

The hybrid system consists of a 48-volt 
electric motor attached to the crankshaft 
to reduce vibration in FCA’s notoriously 
rough stop-start system, which shuts the 
engine off to save fuel at traffic lights and 
when idling. 

The eight-speed automatic is the only 
transmission available with the four-cylin¬ 
der. FCA will build that engine in Termoli, 
Italy, and Trenton, Mich., about midway 
between FCA’s tech center north of De¬ 
troit and the Wrangler assembly plant in 
Toledo, Ohio. 

A 3.0L diesel V-6 will join the lineup in 
2019. 


The interior is more civilized and com¬ 
fortable than in any Wrangler before it. 
The tops of the doors are padded so you 
can lean on them, and the armrests are 
long enough you can actually rest an arm 
on them. The latest version of FCA’s excel¬ 
lent Uconnect infotainment system has 5-, 
7- and 8.4-inch touchscreens. 

How modern is the interior? The 2018 
Wrangler has five USB ports — as many as 
it can hold passengers. Sure, one is just for 
charging, but based on the Wrangler, USB 
count will be the next competitive battle¬ 
ground, as the number of cup holders was 
for years. 

The rear seat and cargo area are both 
bigger than before. 

On paved roads, the 2018 Wrangler is far 
smoother and quieter than its predecessor, 
thanks to an all-new structure that uses 
high-strength steel for a lighter, stronger 
frame. The two-door is 140 pounds lighter 
than the predecessor. The four-door shed 
200. Aluminum body panels, including the 
hold and removable doors, contribute to 
the reduction. 

The steering is a revelation, more precise 
and steady than in previous Wranglers but 
still tough enough for the most challenging 
off-road situations. 

After about 30 miles on surface roads, 
I drove a Wrangler over a course strewn 
with boulders, deep ruts, loose rock, steep 
grades and tight turns. It met every chal¬ 
lenge with ease. 

It’s a new standard for Jeep, the brand 
that has set the standard for off-road ve¬ 
hicles since it was born in 1941. 




MORE ROOM FOR YOUR LOVED ONES 

2018 VOLVO XC90 T5 NOW SEATS 7 - FROM ONLY $41,740 
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U.S. & GERMAN 
ATTORNEYS 



American 
Doctors & Staff 


Services Offered: 

Family Dentistry 
Certified Orthodontics 
Crowns and Veneers 
Implant Surgery 
Zoom Teeth Whitening 
Wisdom Teeth Surgery 
Nitrous Oxide 
Saturday & Evening Appointr 
Caring, Friendly American Sta 



I Wiesbaden Dental Care 

06119 887 2650 
Bahnstrasse 14,65205 Wiesbaden 
Wiesbadendental.com 

Ramstein mm 
D ental Care 

06371 406230 *3 HS 
Post Strasse 1,66877 Ramstein 


u’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 
military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 
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VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 
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GERMANY 

+49-(0)6134-2592730 
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
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www.transglobal-iogistics.de 
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Dr. Charles A. Smith DDS, LVIF is an American trained 
dentist providing expert dental care with the newest and 
most successful techniques to cover all your dental needs. 
Come see why patients travel from all over Europe to visit 
Dr. Smith for general dental care to smile makeovers. After 
many successful years in Heidelberg, Dr. Smith has now 
opened a second office in Stuttgart. Please visit our Home- 
page and email or call for an appointment. 


Modern Aesthetic 

Dentistry 

. Aesthetic Dentistry 

• TMJ/Facial Pain Treatment 

• Certified Dental Hygienist 

• Preventive Care and 
Periodontal Therapy 

• Orthodontics/Invisalign 

• Implants 
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Romerstrasse 1-69115 Heidelberg - 06221 -6516090 
www.heidelbergdentistry.com • info@heidelbergdentistry.com 

Charles-Lindbergh-Str. 11 • 71034 Bdblingen • 07031-2056062 
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944 Transportation 



Interglobal Shipping GmbH 

Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada 
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings 
Contact your Pro's at the Docks today!!! 
info@interglobalshipping.de, 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Fear not the ABCs of TV features unveiled at CES 


By Ryan Nakashima 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — New TVs are 
coming with an alphabet soup of 
features designed to get you to 
spend more. 

There’s OLED and 4K, with a 
dash of HDR. How about QLED 
and QDEF? Samsung, LG and 
other TV manufacturers are 
showcasing new models at the 
CES gadget show in Las Vegas 
this week — all with acronyms to 
set their sets apart. 

Fear not. Here’s how to trans¬ 
late the tangle of great-sounding 
upgrades into plain English: 

■ HD, 4K, 8K. High definition 
has 1,920 pixels across and 1,080 
vertically. UltraHD, or 4K, has 
twice as many in both directions 
— 3,840 across and 2,160 verti¬ 
cally, which gives you four times 
as many pixels. 8K, primarily 
promoted by Sharp, offers 7,680 
pixels across and 4,320 down. 

8K sets are mostly for show 
for now — with video limited 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Two m^or 
Apple investors have urged the 
iPhone maker to take action to 
curb growing smartphone addic¬ 
tion among children, highlighting 
growing concern about the ef¬ 
fects of gadgets and social media 
on youngsters. 

New York-based Jana Partners 
LLC and the California State 
Teachers’ Retirement System, or 
CalSTRS, said Monday in open 
letter to Apple that the company 
must offer more choices and tools 
to help children fight addiction to 
its devices. 


to the occasional experimental 
broadcast. 

The choice between 4K and 
HD is still a real debate. It all de¬ 
pends on how far away you’ll sit 
from your TV and how big it is. 

■ OLED. Organic light- 
emitting diodes. 

Diodes are circuit elements 
that can emit light under certain 
conditions; OLEDs do so using a 
layer of material based on carbon, 
which in a technical sense makes 
them organic. Sets using OLEDs, 
primarily made by LG, tend to be 
pricey because these screens are 
difficult to produce. 

Pixels, the individual points 
that form an image, are self- 
illuminating and can thus be shut 
off individually. That means im¬ 
ages can have truly black areas 
— rather than just very dark. 

But OLEDs aren’t as bright 
as other displays and can suffer 
“burn-in” if a static image is left 
on screen for too long. 

■ MicroLED. Micro light- 
emitting diodes. 


“There is a developing consen¬ 
sus around the world including 
Silicon Valley that the potential 
long-term consequences of new 
technologies need to be factored 
in at the outset, and no company 
can outsource that responsibil¬ 
ity,” the letter said. “Apple can 
play a defining role in signaling 
to the industry that paying spe¬ 
cial attention to the health and 
development of the next genera¬ 
tion is both good business and the 
right thing to do.” 

The two investors collectively 
control $2 billion worth of Apple 
shares. 

Among their proposals to 


Just as with OLEDs, sets 
with MicroLEDs have self- 
illuminating pixels, but the ma¬ 
terial used is slightly different 
and isn’t organic. Samsung says 
MicroLEDs are brighter than 
OLEDs and offer the same ben¬ 
efits of high contrast and deep 
blacks, without burn-in. 

■ LCD. Liquid crystal 
displays. 

In an LCD screen, the most 
common form of display, a thin 
panel of electrically controlled 
liquid crystals selectively blocks 
light or lets it through. The light 
that makes it through passes 
through red, blue or green filters 
to form a full spectrum of colors. 

The knock on LCDs is that 
they must be “backlit” by a light 
source. Don’t be fooled by what 
are labeled “LED” TVs. These 
are still LCDs, backlit by LEDs. 

■ HDR and HDRIO. High dy¬ 
namic range using 10 “bits” to 
represent color gradations. 

Everyone who’s ever used a 
camera has seen what happens 


Apple: Establish an expert com¬ 
mittee including child develop¬ 
ment specialists; offer Apple’s 
vast information to researchers; 
and enhance mobile device soft¬ 
ware so that parents have more 
options to protect their children’s 
health. 

The letter cited various stud¬ 
ies and surveys on how the heavy 
usage of smartphones and so¬ 
cial media negatively affects 
children’s mental and physical 
health. Examples include distrac¬ 
tions by digital technologies in the 
classroom, a decreased ability of 
students to focus on educational 
tasks, and higher risks of suicide 


when you under- or overexpose 
a photo. Either the bright parts 
wash out the dark parts or every¬ 
thing is too dark. HDR aims to 
include both the brightest bright 
parts and the darkest dark parts 
without letting either dominate 
the image. 

An industry group calls for 
HDR TVs to display about 1 bil¬ 
lion variations of color and bright¬ 
est brights that are 20,000 times 
brighter than the darkest parts of 
the screen image. 

■ Dolby Vision and HDRlO-n. 
Dolby pushes the color envelope 
further using 12 bits of color depth 
to offer 69 billion color variations. 
Video also comes with hidden in¬ 
structions for compatible TV sets 
to calibrate HDR frame by frame. 
By contrast, standard HDR and 
HDRIO offer one setting for the 
entire video, which may not re¬ 
flect what’s best for each scene. 

There’s no TV set yet able to 
handle the 12-bit range, just some 
that use a 10-bit version of Dolby 
Vision. 


and depression. 

The investors’ call reflects 
growing concerns around the 
world about what the long-term 
impact will be of using mobile de¬ 
vices and social media, especially 
for those who start to use smart¬ 
phones at an early age. 

While tech companies have not 
acknowledged openly that their 
gadgets may be addictive, some 
Silicon Valley insiders have begun 
to speak to media about how gad¬ 
gets, mobile applications and so¬ 
cial media sites are designed to 
be addictive and to keep users’ 
attention as long as possible. 


■ Quantum dots, QLED, 
QDEF and Q-whatever. It’s 
complicated. 

Quantum dots are tiny parti¬ 
cles that emit sharp colors based 
on their particular size. Because 
the size can be finely tuned, the 
colors can be very accurate. Also, 
because they give off color, there’s 
no more need for filters — at 
least that’s the promise. Today’s 
quantum dot sets still use filters, 
though because of fine-tuning 
they represent reds and greens 
better than other sets and reduce 
the amount of power wasted when 
light gets filtered out. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 9).$1.2296 

Dollar buys (Jan. 9).€0.8133 

British pound (Jan. 9).$1.39 

Japanese yen (Jan. 9).110.00 

South Korean won (Jan. 9).1,040.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3553 

Canada (Dollar).1.2438 

China (Yuan) 6 5001 

Denmark (Krone).6.2230 

Egypt (Pound).17.6949 

Euro.$1.1967/0.8357 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8227 

Hungary (Forint).258.18 

Israel (Shekel).3.4459 

Japan (Yen) 112 98 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3014 

Norway (Krone).8.0851 

Philippines (Peso).50.19 

Poland (Zloty) 3 48 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7514 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3324 

South Korea (Won).1,067.82 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9772 

Thailand (Baht).32.22 

Turkey (Lira).3.7508 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.44 

30-year bond.2.81 


Apple investors urge action to curb child gadget addiction 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDIE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 






Guam 



87/78 
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Philippine 

Sea 


Ikinawa 
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Something for everyone... 


News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 

Daily Headlinesy Weekly Update^ Veterans NewSy Stripes Opiniony 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 

you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters. 


STARS^^STRIPES 








Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


I WILL TEACH YOU 
HOW TO INSULT 
YOUR CO-WORKERS 
WHILE STAYING 
WITHIN COfAPANY 
GUIDELINES. 


THE TRICK IS TO 
DISGUISE YOUR 
INSULTS AS 


ALICE, I ADI^IRE 
THE WAY YOU DRESS 
FOR FUNCTION OVER 





DOWN 

1 Expected 

2 Stop — dime 

3 Mag. staff 

4 Kansas City 
team 

5 Church area 

6 Dandies 

7 Overseas 
agreement? 

8 Peck of 
Hollywood 

9 Very aloof 

10 Dumbstruck 

11 Stage show 
16 Gl’s address 

20 Call — day 

21 Spirited horse 

22 1492 vessel 

23 In working 
order again 


24 “Yeah, right” 

26 Pen tips 

27 Yale grad 
28—-Aid 
29 Pismires 
31 Paving 

material 

34 Day divs. 

35 Ice-cream 
parlor order 

37 Kapital” 

38 Bikini parts 

39 Galley 
supply 

40 Peepers 

41 Cilium 

44 Sony rival 

45 Last (Abbr.) 

46 Junior 

47 Earl Grey, 
e.g. 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



ACROSS 

1 Active person 
5 In — (dazed) 

9 Upper limit 

12 Nullify 

13 Serve tea 

14 Hooter 

15 “Piece of cake!” 
17 Grazing land 
18Tarzan’s clique 
19 Lightheaded 

21 —Saxon 

24 Tittle 

25 Ocho —, 

Jamaica 

26 Cornhusker state 

30 Year, in San Juan 

31 “The Climb” 
singer Cyrus 

32 Charged bit 

33 Vice 

35 Highlander 

36 Curved lines 

37 Sword fights 

38 — nova 
40 Panache 

42 Scooted 

43 Dull 

48 Verb for you 

49 Experts 

50 Skin soother 

51 Away from NNE 

52 Pulverize 
potatoes 

53 Sicilian peak 


CRYPTOQUIP 

OZVDOZSS SDLDAY SZVNEYZ 

TZV VQXF Z TGVD CZAZLDE 

HFZH PNQ FDZEY UDNUSD 

XZSS FGC “VTZCG HNCCP.” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: STRONG ALCOHOLIC 
DRINK THAT A MAN’S PARENTS MAKE AS A GIFT 
FOR HIM: MOM-AND-POP SCHNAPPS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals W 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


starsk^stri pes. 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmei kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


Reader Letters ietters@stripes.ci 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


Classifieds scams can 



buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


■ People saying Free Dog 


Automotive 1^ 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Travel_1000 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DEL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

tl 


I Sell Your Stuff! ] 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free clai ifieds! 


STARSigSTRIPES. 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 

No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSI^STRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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OhI The Places Veil II See wiih 

STARSOSTRIPES., 


VISIT 
BEFORE 
YOU GO! 


Stripes.com/travel 

Europe.Stripes.com 

Guam.Stripes.com 

Japan.Stripes.com 

Korea.Stripes.com 

Oki nawa .Stri pes.com 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Recalled C 
Thomas Bryant from South Bay (NBAGL). 

MILWAUKEE BUCKS - Waived G DeAn- 
dre LIggIns. Recalled F D.J. Wilson from 
Wisconsin (NBAGL). 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Reassigned 
F A.J. Greer and D Andrei Mironov to San 
Antonio (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Recalled G 
Jared Coreau from Grand Rapids (AFIL) 
and then reassigned him back to Grand 
Rapids. 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Assigned F 
Jonny Brodzinski and D Kevin Gravel to 
Ontario (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

CLEMSON - WR Ray-Ray McCloud will 
enter the NFL Draft. 

FLORIDA STATE - Named Harlon Bar¬ 
nett defensive coordinator. 

TENNESSEE - DT Kahlil McKenzie will 
enter the NFL Draft. 


Tennis 


Sydney International 

At Olympic Park Tennis Centre 
Sydney, Australia 

Purse: Men, $468,910 (WT250); Women, 
$733,900 (Premier) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Paolo LorenzI, Italy, def. Jordan 
Thompson, Australia, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Alexandr Dolgopolov, Ukraine, def. 
Viktor Troicki, Serbia, 6-3, 6-7 (6), 7-5. 

Damir Dzumhur (7), Bosnia-Herzegov- 
ina, def. Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, 
6-1, 6-4. 

Women 
First Round 

Ellen Perez, Australia, def. Kristina 
Mladenovic (5), France, 6-4, 4-2 retired. 

Elena Vesnina, Russia, def. Peng Sh- 
uai, China, 6-2, 6-2. 

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. Jele- 
na Ostapenko (3), Latvia, 7-6 (3), 6-1. 

Doubles 
Women 
First Round 

Lucie Safarova and Barbara Strycova 
(2), Czech Republic, def. Alicja Rosol- 
ska, Poland, and Abigail Spears, United 
States, 4-6, 6-0, 10-8. 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Xu 
Yifan (3), China, def. Monique Adamczak 
and Storm Sanders, Australia, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 


Hobart International 


At The Domain Tennis Centre 
Hobart, Australia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 


Singles 
First Round 


Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, def. Li- 
zette Cabrera, Australia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu, Romania, def. 
Alize Cornet (4), France, 6-2, 6-4. 

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def. 
Mona Barthel, Germany, 6-0, 7-6 (4). 

Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. 
Naomi Osaka, Japan, 6-3, 6-3. 


Brisbane International 

Sunday 

At Queensland Tennis Centre 
Brisbane, Australia 
Purse: ATP, $468,910 (WT250); WTA, 
$894,700 (Premier) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

Championship 

Nick Kyrgios (3), Australia, def. Ryan 
Harrison, United States, 6-4, 6-2. 


ASB Classic 

WTA ASB Classic Results 
Sunday 

At ASB Tennis Arena 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Championship 

Julia Goerges (2), Germany, def. Caro¬ 
line Wozniacki (1), Denmark, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Doubles 

Championship 

Sara Errani, Italy, and Bibiane Schoofs, 
Netherlands, def. Erl Hozumi and Mlyu 
Kato, Japan, 7-5, 6-1. 


College basketball 

1 

College football 

1 

Golf 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Michigan State (15-2) lost to Ohio 
State 80-64. Next: vs. Rutgers, Wednes¬ 
day. 

2. Duke (13-2) did not play. Next: at 
Pittsburgh, Wednesday. 

3. Villanova (14-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 5 Xavier, Wednesday. 

4. Arizona State (13-2) beat Utah 80- 
77. Next: vs. Oregon, Thursday. 

5. Xavier (15-2) did not play. Next: at 
No. 3 Villanova, Wednesday. 

6. West Virginia (14-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Baylor, Tuesday. 

7. Oklahoma (12-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 18 Texas Tech, Tuesday. 

8. Virginia (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Syracuse, Tuesday. 

9. Wichita State (13-2) beat South 
Florida 95-57. Next: at East Carolina, 
Thursday. 

10. Kansas (12-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Iowa State, Tuesday. 

11. Texas A&M ai-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 17 Kentucky, Tuesday. 

12. North Carolina (12-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Boston College, Tuesday. 

13. Purdue (15-2) did not play. Next: at 
Michigan, Tuesday. 

14. Arizona (12-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Oregon State, Thursday. 

15. Miami (13-2) beat No. 24 Florida 
State 80-74. Next: at No. 25 Clemson, Sat¬ 
urday. 

16. TCU (13-2) did not play. Next: at 
Texas, Wednesday. 

17. Kentucky (12-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 11 Texas A&M, Tuesday. 

18. Texas Tech (14-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 7 Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

19. Cincinnati (14-2) beat SMU 76-56. 
Next: at South Florida, Saturday. 

19. Gonzaga (14-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Portland, Thursday. 

21. Seton Hall (14-2) did not play. Next: 
at Marquette, Tuesday. 

22. Arkansas (11-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. LSU, Wednesday. 

23. Tennessee (10-4) did not play. Next: 
at Vanderbilt, Tuesday. 

24. Florida State (12-3) lost to No. 15 
Miami 80-74. Next: vs. Louisville, Wednes¬ 
day. 

25. Clemson (14-1) did not play. Next: 
at NC State, Thursday. 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Delaware 96, UNC Wilmington 76 
Elon 89, Hofstra 76 
Iona 84, Fairfield 65 
Niagara 86, Marlst 70 
Northeastern 80, James Madison 67 
Rider 82, Manhattan 76 
Siena 65, Canisius 62 
St. Peter’s 84, Quinnipiac 58 
Towson 73, Coll, of Charleston 62 
William & Mary 85, Drexel 63 
SOUTH 

Davidson 86, George Mason 59 
Maryland 91, Iowa 73 
Miami 80, Florida St. 74 
UCF 60, Temple 39 

MIDWEST 

Cincinnati 76, SMU 56 
Illinois St. 72, Missouri St. 68 
Loyola of Chicago 56, N. Iowa 50 
N. Kentucky 56, Detroit 54 
Ohio St. 80, Michigan St. 64 
Wichita St. 95, South Florida 57 
Wright St. 86, Oakland 81, OT 
FAR WEST 
Arizona St. 80, Utah 77 
Stanford 77, Southern Cal 76 
UC Santa Barbara 65, UC Riverside 57 


Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

1. UConn (13-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
UCF, Tuesday. 

2. Notre Dame (15-1) beat Georgia Tech 
77-54. Next: at No. 3 Louisville, Thursday. 

3. Louisville (18-0) beat Virginia Tech 
67-56. Next: vs. No. 2 Notre Dame, Thurs¬ 
day. 

4. South Carolina (13-2) lost to No. 15 
Missouri 83-74. Next: vs. Auburn, Thurs¬ 
day. 

5. Mississippi State (17-0) beat LSU 83- 
70. Next: vs. Mississippi, Thursday. 

6. Baylor (14-1) did not play. Next: at 
Oklahoma, Sunday, Jan. 14. 


7. Tennessee (15-0) beat Vanderbi It SO¬ 
TS. Next: at No. 19 Texas A&M, Thursday. 

8. Texas (13-1) beat Kansas State 75- 
64. Next: at TCU, Wednesday. 

9. Oregon (15-2) beat No. 14 UCLA 70- 
61. Next: vs. Arizona, Friday. 

10. Ohio State (15-2) beat No. 22 Michi¬ 
gan 78-71, OT. Next: at Indiana, Saturday. 

11. Florida State (14-2) lost to Syracuse 
76-69. Next: vs. Miami, Thursday. 

12. West Virginia (14-2) beat Iowa State 
57-49. Next: at Kansas, Wednesday. 

13. Maryland (15-2) beat Wisconsin 71- 
44. Next: vs. Michigan State, Thursday. 

14. UCLA (11-4) Tost to No. 9 Oregon 70- 
61. Next: at Utah, Friday. 

15. Missouri (14-2) beat No. 4 South 
Carolina 83-74. Next: at Vanderbilt, 
Thursday. 

16. Oregon State (11-4) lost to South¬ 
ern Cal 65-61. Next: vs. No. 25 Arizona 
State, Friday. 

17. Duke (12-4) beat N.C. State 69-56. 
Next: at Wake Forest, Thursday. 

18. Iowa (15-2) beat Illinois 84-71. Next: 
vs. Purdue, Saturday. 

19. Texas A&M (13-4) beat Auburn 82- 
73. Next: vs. No. 7 Tennessee, Thursday. 

20. Oklahoma State (12-3) beat Okla¬ 
homa 96-82. Next: at Kansas State, Sat- 

2L Villanova (12-2) did not play. Next: 
at Georgetown, Wednesday. 

22. Michigan (13-4) lost to No. 10 
Ohio State 78-71, OT. Next: vs. Indiana, 


53- 


Wed nesday. 

23. California (11-4) beat Arizona 


24. Stanford (9-7) lost to No. 25 Ari¬ 
zona State 73-66. Next: vs. Washington 
State, Friday. 

25. Arizona State (13-3) beat No. 24 
Stanford 73-66. Next: at No. 16 Oregon 
State, Friday. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Dayton 65, Saint Joseph’s 59 
DePaul 71, Providence 48 
George Washington 62, George Mason 
52 

Monmouth (NJ) 51, St. Peter’s 44 
Niagara 73, Siena 68 
Rider 70, Canisius 54 
Syracuse 76, Florida St. 69 
Temple 55, SMU 52 
West Virginia 57, Iowa St. 49 
SOUTH 

Davidson 77, Rhode Island 67 
Delaware 68, Coll, of Charleston 59 
Duke 69, NC State 56 
Duquesne 70, VCU 51 
Elon 78, Northeastern 71 
FAU 72, UTEP 66 
FlU 67, Marshall 54 
Georgia 56, Kentucky 42 
Hofstra 69, UNC-Wllmington 61 
James Madison 56, Drexel 48 
Louisville 67, Virginia Tech 56 
Mississippi 78, Florida 75 
Mississippi St. 83, LSU 70 
North Carolina 68, Pittsburgh 67 
Notre Dame 77, Georgia Tech 54 
Tennessee 86, Vanderbilt 73 
Texas A&M 82, Auburn 73 
Towson 67, William & Mary 66 
Virginia 70, Clemson 41 
Wake Forest 61, Miami 50 
MIDWEST 

Bradley 88, Valparaiso 69 
Butler 66, Seton Hall 48 
Drake 75, S. Illinois 64 
Iowa 84, Illinois 71 
Loyola of Chicago 62, Illinois St. 59 
Marquette 92, Creighton 77 
Maryland 71, Wisconsin 44 
Minnesota 83, Michigan St. 77 
Missouri 83, South Carolina 74 
Missouri St. 62, N. Iowa 52 
Nebraska 69, Northwestern 59 
Ohio St. 78, Michigan 71 
St. John’s 67, Xavier 63 
Texas 75, Kansas St. 64 
SOUTHWEST 
Alabama 83, Arkansas 76 
Oklahoma St. 96, Oklahoma 82 
Rice 83, UTSA 52 
TCU 93, Texas Tech 72 
FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 73, Stanford 66 
California 53, Arizona 51 
Colorado 66, Washington 61 
Oregon 70, UCLA 61 
Southern Cal 65, Oregon St. 61 
Utah 81, Washington St. 79 


Boxing 


Pro baseball 


Fight schedule 


MLB calendar 


Jan. 12 

At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, Ve¬ 
rona, N.Y., Jesse Hernandez vs. Ernesto 
Garza, 10, junior featherweights. 

Jan. 20 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., Er¬ 
rol Spence Jr. vs. Lament Peterson, 12, for 
Spence’s IBF welterweight title; Robert 
Easter vs. Javier Fortuna, 12, for Easter’s 
IBF lightweight title; Marcus Browne vs. 
Francy Ntetu, 10, light heavyweights; 
Adam KownackI vs. lago Klladze, 10, 
heavyweights. 

Jan. 27 

At Riga, Latvia, Oleksandr Usyk vs. 
Mairis Briedis, 12, for WBO Usyk’s and 
Briedis’ WBC World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Lucas 
Matthysse vs. Tewa KIram, 12, for the va¬ 
cant WBA World welterweight title; Jorge 
Linares vs. Mercito Gesta, 12, for Linares’ 
WBA lightweight title. 

Feb. 2 

At WinnaVegas Casino & Resort, 
Sloan, Iowa, Ronald Ellis vs. Junior You- 
nan, 10, for the vacant USBA super mid¬ 
dleweight title. 


Jan. 12 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 24 - BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, Phoenix. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — Owners meetings, 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Feb 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 29 — Opening Day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amater sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 

July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, 
Cooperstown, N.Y 


Bowl schedule 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Georgia 54, Oklahoma 48, 20T 
Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
New Orleans 
Alabama 24, Clemson 6 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Georgia (13-1) vs. Alabama (12-1) 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

s. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 
American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


East v: 


Championship winners 

College Football Championship 

Jan. 9, 2017 — Clemson 35, Alabama 
31 

Jan. 11, 2016 — Alabama 45, Clemson 
40 


Jan. 12, 2015 - Ohio St. 42, Oregon 20 
BCS National Championship 

Jan. 6, 2014 - Florida St. 34, Auburn 
31 

Jan. 7, 2013 - Alabama 42, Notre 
Dame 14 

Jan. 9, 2012 - Alabama 21, LSU 0 
Jan. 10, 2011 — Auburn 22, Oregon 19 
Jan. 7, 2010 — Alabama 37, Texas 21 
Jan. 8, 2009 - Florida 24, Oklahoma 14 
Jan. 7, 2008 - LSU 38, Ohio State 24 
Jan. 8, 2007 - Florida 41, Ohio State 


BCS Championship 

Jan. 4, 2006 Rose Bowl — Texas 41, 
Southern Cal-x 38 

Jan. 1, 2005 Orange Bowl — Southern 
Cal-x 55, Oklahoma 19 

Jan. 4,2004 Sugar Bowl - LSU 21, Okla¬ 
homa 14 

Jan. 3, 2003 Fiesta Bowl — Ohio St. 31, 
Miami 24, 20T 

Jan. 3,2002 Rose Bowl - Miami 37, Ne¬ 
braska 14 

Jan. 3, 2001 Orange Bowl — Oklahoma 
13, Florida St. 2 

Jan. 4, 2000 Sugar Bowl — Florida St. 
46, Virginia Tech 29 

Jan. 4, 1999 Fiesta Bowl — Tennessee 
23, Florida St. 16 

x-participation vacated 


Figure skating 


us championship 

At San Josef Calif. 

Free Skate 

1. Madison Chock and Evan Bates, Ann 
Arbor FSC, 118.99. 

2. Madison Hubbell and Zachary Dono¬ 
hue, Lansing SC, 118.02. 

3. Maia and Alex ShibutanI, SC of New 
York, 114.60. 

4. Kaitlln Hawayek, Detroit SC, and 
Jean-Luc Baker, Seattle SC, 114.43. 

5. Lorraine McNamara, Peninsula SC, 
and Quinn Carpenter, Washington FSC, 
106.03. 

6. Rachel and Michael Parsons, Wash¬ 
ington FSC, 103.38. 

7. Elliana Pogrebinsky, Peninsula 
SC, and Alex Benoit, Skokie Valley SC, 
101.57. 

8. Alexandra Aldridge, Detroit SC, and 
Daniel Eaton, Ann Arbor FSC, 92.72. 

9. Karina Manta, Coyotes SC of Ari¬ 
zona, and Joseph Johnson, Broadmoor 
SC, 92.71. 

10. Julia Biechler, SC of Wilmington, 
and Damian Dodge, IceWorks SC, 81.84. 

11. Elicia and Stephen Reynolds, Ice 
Line FSC, 70.00. 

12. Cassidy Klopstock, Centennial 7k 
SC, and Jacob SchedI, U. of Delaware 
FSC, 52.12. 

13. Ashley Bain, and Oleg Altukhov, 
North County FSC, 48.25. 

Final Standings 

1. Madison Hubbell and Zachary Dono¬ 
hue, Lansing SC, 197.12. 

2. Maia and Alex ShibutanI, SC of New 
York, 196.93. 

3. Madison Chock and Evan Bates, Ann 
Arbor FSC, 196.60. 

4. Kaitlln Hawayek, Detroit SC, and 
Jean-Luc Baker, Seattle SC, 187.61. 

5. Rachel and Michael Parsons, Wash¬ 
ington FSC, 176.07. 

6. Lorraine McNamara, Peninsula SC, 
and Quinn Carpenter, Washington FSC, 
175.19. 

7. Elliana Pogrebinsky, Peninsula 
SC, and Alex Benoit, Skokie Valley SC, 
167.98. 

8. Alexandra Aldridge, Detroit SC, and 
Daniel Eaton, Ann Arbor FSC, 153.93. 

9. Karina Manta, Coyotes SC of Ari¬ 
zona, and Joseph Johnson, Broadmoor 
SC, 151.00. 

10. Julia Biechler, SC of Wilmington, 
and Damian Dodge, IceWorks SC, 136.37. 

11. Ellcia and Stephen Reynolds, Ice 
Line FSC, 110.92. 

12. Cassidy Klopstock, Centennial 7k 
SC, and Jacob SchedI, U. of Delaware 
FSC, 89.28. 

13. Ashley Bain, and Qleg Altukhov, 
North County FSC, 79.42. 


Tournament of Champions 

Sunday 

At Kapalua Resort (Plantation Course) 
Kapalua, Hawaii 
Purse: $6.3 million 
Yardage: 7,452; Par: 73 
Final 

D. Johnson, $1,260,000 69-68-66-65-268 -24 
Jon Rahm, $735,000 71-70-66-69-276 -16 

Brian Harman, $461,000 68-68-69-72 -277 -15 
Rickie Fowler, $296,000 69-71-68-70-278 -14 
H. Matsuyama, $296,000 70-70-72-66-278 -14 
Pat Perez, $296,000 72-66-71-69-278 -14 

M.Leishman, $204,000 67-69-76-67-279 -13 
J. Vega, $204,000 68-70-71-70-279 -13 

Jordan Spieth, $185,000 75-66-70-69-280 -12 
Si Woo Kim, $174,000 69-71-72-69-281 -11 

Daniel Berger, $148,000 73-70-68-71-282 -10 
Jason Dufner, $148,000 71-68-69-74-282 -10 
Billy Horschel, $148,000 70-71-70-71-282 -10 
Chris Stroud, $148,000 72-66-72-72 -282 -10 
P.Cantlay, $118,000 70-70-72-71-283 -9 

Patton Kizzire, $118,000 72-72-69-70-283 -9 
Russell Henley, $99,333 74-69-72-69-284 -8 
Kevin KIsner, $99,333 70-70-72-72 -284 -8 

Cameron Smith, $99,333 75-70-68-71-284 -8 
Ryan Armour, $89,000 71-73-70-71-285 -7 
Kevin Chappell, $85,000 74-70-70-72 -286 -6 
Austin Cook, $76,750 74-74-70-70-288 -4 

G. Murray, $76,750 74-74-69-71-288 -4 

X. Schauffele, $76,750 72-72-70-74-288 -4 
Justin Thomas, $76,750 71-75-75-67-288 -4 
B. DeChambeau, $71,00073-73-71-72 -289 -3 
Wesley Bryan, $68,000 74-70-76-70-290 -2 

H. Swafford, $68,000 72-72-76-70-290 -2 

Brendan Steele, $65,000 71-74-74-72 -291 -1 
Kyle Stanley, $64,000 70-75-73-74-292 E 

Jonas Blixt, $63,000 77-71-75-70-293 -H 

Adam Hadwin, $62,000 73-75-74-72 -294 +2 
D.A. Points, $61,000 76-76-74-73-299 +7 

Brooks Koepka, $60,000 78-74-78-75-305 +13 


AP sportlight 


Jan. 9 

1942 — Joe Louis knocks out Buddy 
Baer with four seconds left In the first 
round at Madison Square Garden in New 
York to retain the world heavyweight 
title. 

1977 — Qakland wins their first NFL 
Championship and the Minnesota Vi¬ 
kings drop their fourth Super Bowl as the 
Raiders post a 32-14 triumph. 

1988 — Anthony Carter catches 10 
passes for an NFL postseason-record 
227 yards to lead the Minnesota Vikings 
to a 36-24 victory over the San Francis¬ 
co 49ers and advanced to the NFC title 

1996 — The Toronto Raptors set an 
NBA record by not making a single free 
throw in a 92-91 loss to the Charlotte 
Hornets. The expansion Raptors shoots 
O-for-3 from the foul line. 

2004 — Brian Boucher of Phoenix posts 
his fifth consecutive shutout in a 2-0 win 
over Minnesota. He stops 21 shots and 
passes Bill Durnan’s NHL mark of 309:21, 
early in the third period. 

2006 — Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles 
Lakers scores 45 points against Indiana, 
making him the first player since Wilt 
Chamberlain — in November of 1964 — to 
score at least that many in four straight 
games. 

2007 — Cal Ripken Jr. and Tony Gwynn 
are elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Mark McGwire, whose 583 home runs 
ranked seventh on the career list, does 
not make it on his first ballot. 

2010 — Peyton Manning becomes the 
first player to win The Associated Press 
NFL Most Valuable Player honors four 

2010 — Detroit’s Ben Gordon scores 20 
points, including the 10 millionth point 
in NBA history, in a 104-04 loss to Phila¬ 
delphia. 

2012 — Jeremy Shelley kicks five field 
goals and Trent Richardson breaks a 34- 
yard touchdown run late in the fourth 
quarter as No. 2 Alabama beats No. 1 LSU 
21-0 — the first shutout in BCS title game 
history. 

2013 — No one Is elected to the Base¬ 
ball Hall of Fame. For the second time 
in four decades, baseball writers fail to 
give any player the 75 percent required 
for induction to Cooperstown. Craig Big- 
gio, 20th on the career list with 3,060 hits, 
appears on 68.2 percent of the 569 bal¬ 
lots, the highest total but 39 votes shy. 

2016 — Quarterback Carson Wentz, 
out since mid-Qctober with a broke 
nwrist, returns to lead North Dakota 
State to an unprecedented fifth straight 
FCS championship with a 37-10 victory 
over top seed Jacksonville State. 

2016 — Chris Boswell kicks a 35-yard 
field goal with 14 seconds remaining as 
the Steelers somehow pull out an 18-16 
victory over Cincinnati in the AFC wild¬ 
card game. Pittsburgh moves into field 
goal position after a pair of 15-yard pen¬ 
alties on the Bengals, one on linebacker 
Vontaze Burfict and another on Adam 
Jones after Burfict hits defenseless 
Steelers wide receiver Antonio Brown. 

2017 — Deshaun Watson and Clemson 
dethrone the defending champions and 
become the first team to beat Nick Sa- 
ban’s Alabama dynasty in a national title 
game, taking down the top-ranked Crim¬ 
son Tide 35-31 in the College Football 
Playoff. Watson finds Hunter Renfrew for 
a 2-yard touchdown pass with a second 
remaining to give the Tigers their first 
national championship since 1981. 
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Rick Scuteri/AP 


Suns forward Josh Jackson, right, drives on Oklahoma City guard Raymond Felton in the second half of 
Sunday’s game in Phoenix. The Suns defeated the Thunder 114-100. 

Roundup 

Bender leads Suns over OKC 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Dragan Bender scored 17 of his ca¬ 
reer-high 20 points in the second half, rookie Josh 
Jackson had 17 points and 10 rebounds for his first 
career double-double, and the Phoenix reserves 
helped the Suns beat the Oklahoma City Thunder 
114-100 on Sunday night. 

Bender made a career-best six three-pointers, 
going 5-for-6 in the second half. The Suns beat the 
Thunder for the third straight time dating to last 
season, with all three wins coming in Phoenix. 

Russell Westbrook had his 14th triple-double of 
the season and second in a row with 26 points, 11 as¬ 
sists and 10 rebounds, but Oklahoma City never led 
after the first quarter. Paul George added 19 points 
and Steven Adams 18 for the Thunder. 

Devin Booker scored 26 and T.J. Warren 23 for 
Phoenix. 

Trail Blazers 111, Spurs 110: CJ McCollum 
hit a floater with 5.9 seconds left to give host Port¬ 
land a victory over San Antonio with both teams 
short-handed. 

McCollum finished with 25 points and Maurice 
Harkless added 19 off the bench for the Blazers, who 
were without starter Damian Lillard. It was Port¬ 
land’s fifth win in seven games, and third straight 
victory at home. 

Former Blazer LaMarcus Aldridge had 30 points 
and 14 rebounds, while Manu Ginobili added 26 
points, including six three-pointers, for the Spurs. 

Heat 103, Jazz 102: Josh Richardson’s layup 
with 5.1 seconds left capped a Miami rally from 
eight points down in the fourth, Donovan Mitchell 
missed what would have been the winner at the 
buzzer and the Heat beat visiting Utah. 

Tyler Johnson and Goran Dragic each scored 16 
points for Miami, which has won four straight — all 
by single digits, the Heat’s longest stretch of such 
games since November 2012. 

Richardson and Hassan Whiteside each had 14 
points, and Kelly Olynyk had 12. 

Mitchell scored 19 of his 27 points in the second 
half, but couldn’t save Utah from dropping its sev¬ 
enth straight on the road. He went into the back- 
court to take the final inbounds pass and wound up 
taking a jumper from the right side that missed as 
time expired. 



Brandon Wade/AP 


Knicks guard Jarrett Jack battles the Mavericks’ 
Dennis Smith Jr., right, for space on Sunday in 
Dallas. New York snapped a three-game skid, 
beating the Mavericks 100-96. 

Knicks 100, Mavericks 96: Kristaps Porzin- 
gis scored 29 points and Jarrett Jack made the tie¬ 
breaking basket with 31.2 seconds left as New York 
beat host Dallas. 

Kyle O’Quinn had 15 points and 11 rebounds, and 
Enes Kanter added 13 points and 18 boards for the 
Knicks, who ended a three-game losing streak and 
sent the Mavericks to their third straight loss — all 
at home. 

Harrison Barnes scored 25 points and Devin 
Harris had nine of his 11 in the fourth quarter as the 
Mavericks made yet another rally on the night they 
honored their long-time point guard Derek Harper 
by retiring his jersey. 

Lakers 132, Hawks 113: Brandon Ingram 
had 20 points and seven assists, and Los Angeles 
snapped a nine-game losing streak with a victory 
over visiting Atlanta. 

Julius Randle had 15 points and nine rebounds in 
his sixth straight start, while Lonzo Ball finished 
with 13 points, 10 assists and six rebounds. 

Dennis Schroder led the Hawks with 27 points on 
lO-for-23 shooting. Kent Bazemore and John Collins 
added 15 points apiece. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


33 10 .767 - 

27 10 .730 3 

19 19 .500 ll'/2 

19 21 .475 12'/2 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
New York 

Brooklyn 15 24 

Southeast Division 

Washington 23 17 .575 

Miami 22 17 .564 

Charlotte 
Orlando 


Atlanta 


.300 11 


10 29 .256 12'/2 

Central Division 

land 26 13 .667 - 

it 21 17 .553 4'/2 

lukee 21 17 .553 4'/2 

ia 20 19 .513 6 

go 14 26 .350 12'/2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

L Pet GB 


27 11 .711 - 


Houston 

San Antonio 27 14 .659 V/i 

New Orleans 19 19 .500 8 

Dallas 13 28 .317 15y2 

Memphis 12 27 .308 15Vi 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 25 16 .610 - 

Oklahoma City 22 18 .550 2'/2 

Portland 21 18 .538 3 

Denver 21 18 .538 3 

Utah 16 24 .400 8y2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 32 8 .800 - 

L.A. Clippers 17 21 .447 14 

Phoenix 16 26 .381 17 

Sacramento 13 25 .342 18 

L.A. Lakers 12 27 .308 IS'/z 

Saturday’s games 
Golden State 121, L.A. Clippers 105 
Boston 87, Brooklyn 85 
Cleveland 131, Orlando 127 
Detroit 108, Houston 101 
Indiana 125, Chicago 86 
Milwaukee 110, Washington 103 
Minnesota 116, New Orleans 98 
Sacramento 106, Denver 98 
Sunday’s games 
Miami 103, Utah 102 
New York 100, Dallas 96 
Phoenix 114, Oklahoma City 100 
Portland 111, San Antonio 110 
L.A. Lakers 132, Atlanta 113 
Monday’s games 
Milwaukee at Indiana 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at Minnesota 
Detroit at New Orleans 
Houston at Chicago 
San Antonio at Sacramento 
Atlanta at L.A. Clippers 
Denver at Golden State 

Tuesday’s games 
at Toronto 

__id at Oklahi 

Orlando at Dallas 
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers 
Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at Charlotte 
Miami at Indiana 
Utah at Washington 
Chicago at New York 
Detroit at Brooklyn 
New Orleans at Memphis 
Oklahoma City at Minnesota 
Orlando at Milwaukee 
Portland at Houston 
Atlanta at Denver 
L.A. Clippers at Golden State 

Sunday 

Heat 103, Jazz 102 

UTAH - Ingles 3-8 0-0 9, Sefolosha 4-4 
4-4 13, Favors 4-10 3-4 11, Rubio 0-6 4-4 4, 
Mitchell 12-25 0-0 27, J.Johnson 4-8 0-0 9, 
Udoh 1-1 1-1 3, Burks 2-4 4-4 9, Hood 7-16 
2-3 17. Totals 37-82 18-20 102. 

MIAMI - Richardson 6-112-414, Olynyk 
4-8 3-4 12, Whiteside 5-11 4-4 14, Dragic 6- 
18 3-3 16, T.Johnson 7-13 0-0 16, Jones Jr. 
2-2 0-2 5, Ja.Johnson 6-12 0-0 13, Adebayo 
1-1 2-3 4, Ellington 3-7 0-0 9. Totals 40-83 
14-20 103. 

Utah 22 25 28 27-102 

Miami 27 22 25 29-103 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 10-32 (In¬ 
gles 3-7, Mitchell 3-10, Sefolosha 1-1, 
J.Johnson 1-3, Burks 1-3, Hood 1-5, Favors 
0-1, Rubio 0-2), Miami 9-29 (Ellington 3- 
6, T.Johnson 2-6, Jones Jr. 1-1, Olynyk 1-3, 
Ja.Johnson 1-4, Dragic 1-6, Richardson 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 
44 (Favors 10), Miami 37 (Ja.Johnson 11). 
Assists—Utah 15 (Rubio 6), Miami 21 


Knicks 100, Mavericks 96 

NEW YORK - Thomas 1-2 0-0 2, Porz- 
ingis 9-25 8-8 29, Kanter 6-13 1-2 13, Jack 

5- 8 2-2 12, Lee 3-10 4-4 11, McDermott 4-8 
0-0 9, O’Quinn 6-7 3-4 15, Hernangomez 1- 
1 0-0 2, Ntilikina 3-8 0-0 7, Baker 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 38-82 18-20 100. 

DALLAS - Barnes 10-22 2-2 25, KleberO-3 
0-0 0, Nowitzki 1-7 3-3 5, Smith Jr. 5-14 0-0 11, 
Matthews 4-10 6-814, Powell 1-2 0-2 2, Mejri 
4-53-3 11, Barea3-12 5-5 11, Ferrell 3-80-0 6, 
Harris 4-9 1-111. Totals 35-92 20-24 96. 

New York 33 23 19 25-100 

Dallas 25 27 19 25- 96 

Three-Point Goals—New York 6-16 
(Porzingis 3-5, Ntilikina 1-2, McDermott 
1-3, Lee 1-4, Thomas 0-1, Jack 0-1), Dallas 

6- 24 (Barnes 3-5, Harris 2-4, Smith Jr. 1-2, 
Powell 0-1, Ferrell 0-1, Matthews 0-1, Kle- 
ber 0-2, Nowitzki 0-3, Barea 0-5). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—New York 59 
(Kanter 18), Dallas 40 (Barnes, Mejri 7). As¬ 
sists—New York 22 (Jack 8), Dallas 22 (Har¬ 
ris 6). Total Fouls-New York 23, Dallas 20. 
Technicals—New York coach Knicks (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—20,171 (19,200). 



Craig Mitchelldyer/AP 


Trail Blazers guard CJ McCollum 
shoots past Spurs center Pau 
Gasol in Portland, Ore., Sunday. 
McCollum hit a floater with 
5.9 seconds left to lift the Trail 
Blazers to a 111-110 victory. 


Traii Blazers 111, Spurs 110 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 2-4 4-4 8, 
Aldridge 12-21 5-7 30, Gasol 6-11 3-5 16, 
Murray 1-6 1-1 3, Forbes 5-10 0-0 10, Ber- 
tans 3-6 0-0 8, Lauvergne 0-1 2-2 2, Mills 

2- 6 2-2 7, Ginobili 9-16 2-3 26, Paul 0-0 0-2 
0. Totals 40-81 19-26 110. 

PORTLAND - Turner 4-9 0-0 8, Aminu 
4-10 0-0 9, Nurkic 7-15 3-5 17, Napier 7-9 
0-0 15, McCollum 11-24 2-3 25, Harkless 
7-10 2-2 19, Davis 0-1 0-0 0, Collins 4-8 0-0 
9, Lillard 0-0 0-0 0, Connaughton 4-6 0-0 9. 
Totals 48-92 7-10 111. 

San Antonio 27 26 27 30-110 

Portland 27 21 32 31-111 

Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 11-23 
(Ginobili 6-9, Bertans 2-3, Aldridge 1-2, 
Mills 1-2, Gasol 1-2, Murray 0-1, Anderson 
0-1, Forbes 0-3), Portland 8-23 (Harkless 

3- 4, Connaughton 1-2, Napier 1-3, McCol¬ 
lum 1-3, Collins 1-4, Aminu 1-5, Turner 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San 
Antonio 42 (Aldridge 14), Portland 38 
(Nurkic 13). Assists—San Antonio 26 
(Anderson, Gasol 5), Portland 19 (Napier, 
McCollum 7). Total Fouls—San Antonio 
16, Portland 24. Technicals—Anderson. 
A-19,393 (19,393). 


Suns 114, Thunder 100 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 5-14 6-7 19, 
Anthony 6-14 1-1 14, Adams 9-11 0-2 18, 
Westbrook 11-21 3-7 26, Ferguson 1-5 0-0 
2, Grant 1-5 0-0 2, Huestis 1-4 0-2 2, Sin- 
gler 0-1 0-0 0, Patterson 2-3 2-2 8, John¬ 
son 1-1 0-0 2, Felton 3-7 0-0 7, Abrines 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 40-86 12-21 100. 

PHOENIX - Warren 9-15 5-5 23, Chriss 
0-3 2-2 2, Chandler 4-7 0-0 8, Ulis 3-8 0-0 
7, Booker 6-17 9-12 26, Dudley 0-0 0-0 0, 
Jackson 7-19 0-1 17, Bender 7-9 0-0 20, 
Len 1-1 0-0 2, Daniels 2-9 3-3 9. Totals 39- 
88 19-23 114. 

Oklahoma City 23 30 29 18-100 

Phoenix 28 34 28 24-114 

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 
8-27 (George 3-8, Patterson 2-2, West¬ 
brook 1-1, Felton 1-5, Anthony 1-5, Grant 
0-1, Huestis 0-2, Ferguson 0-3), Phoenix 
17-39 (Bender 6-8, Booker 5-10, Jackson 
3-6, Daniels 2-7, Ulis 1-5, Chriss 0-3). 
Fouled Out—Ferguson. Rebounds—Okla¬ 
homa City 42 (Westbrook 10), Phoenix 43 
(Chandler 13). Assists—Oklahoma City 
23 (Westbrook 11), Phoenix 24 (Jackson, 
Ulis 5). Total Fouls-Oklahoma City 17, 
Phoenix 19. A-18,055 (18,055). 


Lakers 132, Hawks 113 

ATLANTA - Prince 2-7 2-2 6, Ilyasova 
3-10 1-2 8, Plumlee 3-3 0-0 6, Schroder 10- 
23 7-8 27, Bazemore 6-15 0-1 15, Babbitt 0- 
1 2-2 2, Muscala 3-3 2-2 9, Cavanaugh 2-2 
0-0 6, Collins 5-7 4-5 15, Delaney 4-8 0-0 9, 
Taylor 0-3 0-0 0, Dorsey 2-5 0-0 6, Belinelli 
1-7 1-1 4. Totals 41-94 19-23 113. 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 6-7 6-7 20, Ran¬ 
dle 4-11 7-8 15, Lopez 3-10 0-0 8, Ball 5-13 
0-0 13, Caldwell-Pope 5-8 1-1 14, Brewer 
1-1 0-0 2, Kuzma 6-12 2-3 14, Nance Jr. 6-6 

1- 3 13, Bryant 0-0 0-0 0, Zubac 0-0 0-0 0, 
Ennis 1-1 0-0 3, Hart 4-7 2-2 12, Clarkson 
7-10 1-1 18. Totals 48-86 20-25 132. 

Atlanta 27 21 32 33-113 

L.A. Lakers 29 37 30 36-132 

Three-Point Goals-Atlanta 12-34 
(Bazemore 3-9, Cavanaugh 2-2, Dorsey 

2- 4, Muscala 1-1, Collins 1-1, Delaney 1- 
3, Belinelli 1-3, Ilyasova 1-4, Babbitt 0-1, 
Prince 0-2, Schroder 0-4), L.A. Lakers 16- 
36 (Clarkson 3-4, Caldwell-Pope 3-5, Ball 

3- 9, Ingram 2-2, Hart 2-3, Lopez 2-7, Ennis 
1-1, Randle 0-2, Kuzma 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Atlanta 37 (Ilyasova 9), 
L.A. Lakers 49 (Ball 10). Assists—Atlanta 
22 (Schroder 5), L.A. Lakers 32 (Ingram 
7). Total FoulS-Atlanta 16, L.A. Lakers 25. 
Technicals—Atlanta coach Mike Buden- 
holzer, Randle. A-18,997 (19,060). 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Detroit 

Florida 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

- -- - - 63 155 103 


40 23 10 

43 25 16 

41 17 17 

41 17 18 

42 18 20 


Metropoiitan Division 


53 131 102 
52 141 124 
41 112 127 
40 113 133 
40 108 129 
37 111 138 
29 92 143 


Washington 

New Jersey 41 11 

Columbus 43 24 16 

N.Y. Rangers 42 22 15 

Pittsburgh 44 22 19 

Carolina 41 19 14 

Philadelphia 42 19 15 

N.Y. Islanders 43 21 18 


55 132 120 
52 130 125 
51 118 119 
49 128 117 
47 126 138 
46 115 126 
46 123 122 
46 146 158 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

St. Louis 

Nashville 

Dallas 

Colorado 

Minnesota 

Chicago 


Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 
43 25 11 7 57 144 117 


26 16 
41 24 11 

43 24 16 

41 22 16 

42 22 17 

41 20 15 

Pacific Division 

41 29 10 ‘ 

42 24 13 

40 21 13 

19 15 
21 16 
18 22 
16 20 
10 27 


55 130 115 
54 129 113 
51 132 118 
47 135 124 
47 123 123 
46 125 114 


Vegas 41 29 10 2 60 143 113 

Los Angeles 42 24 13 5 53 126 99 

San Jose 40 21 13 6 48 110 106 

Anaheim 43 19 15 9 47 117 120 

Calgary 41 21 16 4 46 115 119 

Edmonton 43 18 22 3 39 118 141 

Vancouver 42 16 20 6 38 110 140 

Arizona 43 10 27 6 26 98 150 

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia 6, St. Louis 3 
Dallas 5, Edmonton 1 
Boston 7, Carolina 1 
Ottawa 6, Tampa Bay 3 
Toronto 3, Vancouver 2, SO 
N.Y. Rangers 2, Arizona 1, SO 
Colorado 7, Minnesota 2 
Calgary 3, Anaheim 2 
Nashville 4, Los Angeles 3 
Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia 4, Buffalo 1 
N.Y. Islanders 5, New Jersey 4, SO 
Winnipeg 4, San Jose 1 
Chicago 4, Edmonton 1 
Washington 4, St. Louis 3, OT 
Columbus 3, Florida 2, SO 
Tampa Bay 5, Detroit 2 
Montreal 5, Vancouver 2 
Pittsburgh 6, Boston 5, OT 
Vegas 2, N.Y. Rangers 1 

Monday’s games 
Columbus at Toronto 

Tuesday’s games 
Winnipeg at Buffalo 
Vancouver at Washington 
Chicago at Ottawa 
Carolina at Tampa Bay 
Edmonton at Nashville 
Calgary at Minnesota 
Florida at St. Louis 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at Toronto 
Minnesota at Chicago 

Sunday 

Penguins 6, Bruins 5 (OT) 

Boston 1 4 0 0-5 

Pittsburgh 3 111-6 

First Period—1, Boston, Spooner 4 
(Miller, DeBrusk), 1:51. 2, Pittsburgh, 
Oleksiak 3 (Hagelin, Hunwick), 3:53. 3, 
Pittsburgh, Kessel 18 (Crosby, Malkin), 
11:04 (pp). 4, Pittsburgh, Letang 3 (Cros¬ 
by), 13:27. 

Second Period—5, Boston, Marchand 
17 (Bergeron), 7:18. 6, Boston, Acciari 6 
(Carlo, Marchand), 8:18. 7, Boston, Pas- 
trnak 17, 12:14. 8, Boston, Backes 8 (Cha- 
ra, Heinen), 17:08. 9, Pittsburgh, Malkin 
16 (Crosby, Hornqvist), 19:56 (pp). 

Third Period—10, Pittsburgh, Sheahan 
4, 2:54. 

Overtime—11, Pittsburgh, Malkin 17 
(Kessel, Letang), 2:51. 

Shots on Goai—Boston 12-7-6—25. 
Pittsburgh 9-8-17-1-35. 

Power-piay opportunities—Boston 0 
of 2; Pittsburgh 2 of 3. 

Goaiies-Boston, Rask 14-8-4 (35 

shots-29 saves). Pittsburgh, Jarry 7-3-2 

(19-14), Murray 15-12-1 (6-6). 

A-18,553 (18,387). T-2:36. 

Lightning 5, Red Wings 2 

Tampa Bay 2 1 2-5 

Detroit 0 1 1-2 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Girardi 3 
(Gourde, Namestnikov), 8:56. 2, Tampa 
Bay, Johnson 13 (Palat, Girardi), 14:11. 

Second Period—3, Detroit, Nyquist 14 
(Bertuzzi, Zetterberg), 3:10. 4, Tampa 
Bay, Gourde 13 (Namestnikov, Killorn), 
19:00. 

Third Period—5, Detroit, Abdelkader 
7 (Mantha), 3:06. 6, Tampa Bay, Kuch- 
erov 27 (Stamkos), 13:42. 7, Tampa Bay, 
Gourde 14 (Palat), 16:05. 

Shots on Goai—Tampa Bay 9-4-11—24. 
Detroit 12-14-10-36. 

Power-piay opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 0 of 0; Detroit 0 of 4. 

Goaiies—Tampa Bay, Domingue 1-6-0 
(36 shots-34 saves). Detroit, Mrazek 3-5- 
1 (24-19). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:39. 


Biue Jackets 3, 
Panthers 2 (SO) 

Florida 0 110-2 

Columbus 110 0-3 

Columbus won shootout 3-2 

First Period—1, Columbus, Foligno 8 
(Jones, Dubois), 9:47 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Florida, Huberdeau 
15 (Barkov, Dadonov), 0:31 (pp). 3, Colum¬ 
bus, Dubois 9 (Panarin, Jones), 17:49 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Florida, Barkov 13 
(Huberdeau, Yandle), 18:26. 

Shootout—Florida 2 (Trocheck NG, 
Barkov G, Huberdeau NG, Bjugstad NG, 
Malgin NG, Matheson G, Dadonov NG, 
McCann NG), Columbus 3 (Panarin G, 
Bjorkstrand NG, Jenner NG, Dubois NG, 
Milano NG, Johnson G, Hannikainen NG, 
Anderson G). 

Shots on Goal-Florida 9-12-18-5-44. 
Columbus 15-18-11-4-48. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 3; Columbus 2 of 4. 

Goalies—Florida, Reimer 11-11-5 (48 
shots-46 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
20-12-3 (44-42). 

A-16,535 (18,500). T-2:55. 


Capitals 4, Blues 3 (OT) 

St. Louis 0 2 10-3 

Washington 10 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Washington, Connolly 
9 (Carlson, Ovechkin), 13:15 (pp). 

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 
18 (Barbashev, Edmundson), 1:18. 3, St. 
Louis, Steen 6 (Pietrangelo, Schenn), 5:02 
(pp). 

Third Period—4, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 27 (Carlson, Backstrom), 8:00 (pp). 
5, Washington, Eller 6 (Bowey, Oshie), 
10:49. 6, St. Louis, Gunnarsson 4 (Ber- 
glund, Thompson), 15:51. 

Overtime—7, Washington, Backstrom 
9 (Oshie), 4:17. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 7-17-8-2-34. 
Washington 8-6-18-1-33. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 1 
of 2; Washington 2 of 4. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Hutton 8-3-1 (33 
shots-29 saves). Washington, Holtby 24- 
8-0 (34-31). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:37. 

Jets 4, Sharks 1 

San Jose 0 1 0-1 

Winnipeg 1 2 1-4 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Hendricks 4 
(Copp, Armia), 12:42. 

Second Period—2, Winnipeg, Dano 2 
(Trouba, Copp), 11:03. 3, SJ, Couture 16 
(Burns, Pavelski), 14:47 (pp). 4, Winnipeg, 
Perreault 11 (Wheeler, Myers), 19:02 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Winnipeg, Perreault 
12 (Myers), 16:48. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 12-15-5—32. 
Winnipeg 9-12-9-30. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 4; Winnipeg 1 of 3. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 13-10-4 (29 
shots-26 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
23-4-6 (32-31). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:28. 


Flyers 4, Sabres 1 

Buffalo 0 1 0-1 

Philadelphia 0 2 2-4 

Second Period—1, Buffalo, O’Reilly 
10 (Eichel, Ristolainen), 1:50 (pp). 2, 
Philadelphia, Gostisbehere 9 (Laughton, 
Lehtera), 3:42. 3, Philadelphia, Couturier 
22 (Voracek, Giroux), 7:17 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Philadelphia, Coutu¬ 
rier 23 (RaffI, Voracek), 18:45. 5, Philadel¬ 
phia, Provorov 8 (Simmonds, MacDon¬ 
ald), 19:27. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 12-11-8-31. 
Philadelphia 5-18-6-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 1 
of 3; Philadelphia 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Lehner 9-16-6 (27 
shots-25 saves). Philadelphia, Neuvirth 
3-5-1 (31-30). 

A-19,662 (19,543). T-2:31. 


Golden Knights 2 , Rangers 1 

N.Y. Rangers 1 0 0-1 

Vegas 1 0 1-2 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Zibane- 
j'ad 13 (Lettieri, Grabner), 13:05. 2, Vegas, 
Neal 18 (Perron), 17:23. 

Third Period—3, Vegas, Karlsson 22 
(Smith, Marchessault), 8:58. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 11-6-12— 
29. Vegas 10-14-10-34. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 2; Vegas 0 of 1. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Pavelec 3-5-1 
(34 shots-32 saves). Vegas, Fleury 9-2-1 
(29-28). 

A-18,234 (17,367). T-2:28. 

Blackhawks 4, Oilers 1 

Edmonton 0 1 0-1 

Chicago 2 1 1-4 

First Period—1, Chicago, Schmaltz 10 
(Rutta, Hartman), 8:03. 2, Chicago, De- 
Brincat 14 (Kampf), 9:29. 

Second Period—3, Edmonton, Nurse 3 
(Cammalleri, Kassian), 4:12. 4, Chicago, 
Saad 13 (Toews, Hinostroza), 19:50. 

Third Period—5, Chicago, Oesterle 3, 
9:52. 

Shots on Goal-Edmonton 11-11-11- 
33. Chicago 15-7-7-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 1; Chicago 0 of 3. 

Goalies-Edmonton, Talbot 15-15-2 (29 
shots-25 saves). Chicago, Forsberg 2-5-3 
(33-32). 

A-21,901 (19,717). T-2:23. 

Canadiens 5, Canucks 2 

Vancouver 0 1 1-2 

Montreal 1 1 3-5 

First Period—1, Montreal, AIzner 1, 
9:39. 

Second Period—2, Montreal, Gal- 
chenyuk 10 (Retry, Drouin), 2:12 (pp). 3, 
Vancouver, D.Sedin 9 (H.Sedin, Edier), 
13:04. 

Third Period—4, Vancouver, Del Zotto 
2 (Boeser, D.Sedin), 2:47. 5, Montreal, 
Gallagher 16 (AIzner), 8:44. 6, Montreal, 
Byron 11 (Gallagher), 18:45. 7, Montreal, 
Pacioretty 10 (Retry, Danault), 19:01. 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 11-8-17— 
36. Montreal 13-15-17-45. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
0 of 3; Montreal 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Nilsson 6-7-1 (44 
shots-40 saves). Montreal, Price 13-14-2 
(36-34). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:33. 

Islanders 5, Devils 4 (SO) 

New Jersey 0 2 2 0-4 

N.Y. Islanders 112 0-5 

N.Y. Islanders won shootout 1-0 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 25 
(Hickey, Pulock), 15:28. 

Second Period—2, New Jersey, Zajac 4 
(Vatanen, Johansson), 4:43.3, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Beauvillier 5 (Eberle, Barzal), 10:44. 
4, New Jersey, Zaj'ac 5 (Gibbons), 16:25 
(sh). 

Third Period—5, New Jersey, Wood 11 
(Butcher, Hall), 2:41. 6, New Jersey, Hall 
15 (Moore, Wood), 3:18. 7, N.Y. Islanders, 
Aho 1 (Tavares, Barzal), 7:58 (pp). 8, N.Y 
Islanders, Clutterbuck 7 (Nelson, Aho), 
15:43. 

Shootout—New Jersey 0 (Hall NG, 
Bratt NG, Palmier! NG, Boyle NG, Gibbons 
NG), N.Y. Islanders 1 (Eberle NG, Tavares 
NG, Barzal NG, Lee NG, Nelson G). 

Shots on Goal-New Jersey 21-13-12- 
46. N.Y. Islanders 10-12-12-4-38. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 5; N.Y Islanders 1 of 3. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Schneider 17-8-6 
(38 shots-34 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 
12-12-2 (46-42). 

A-15,136 (15,795). T-2:57. 



Tom Mihalek/AP 


The Philadelphia Flyers’ Jordan Weal, right, leaps after screening a 
shot against Buffalo Sabres’ goalie Robin Lehner on Sunday. 



L.E. Baskow/AP 

Golden Knights goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury, right, stops another 
shot on goal from the New York Rangers during the third period on 
Sunday in Las Vegas. Vegas won 2-1. 


Roundup 


Karlsson, Vegas 
get past Rangers 


Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — The first time 
they met, the New York Rangers 
were introduced to an expansion 
Vegas Golden Knights team that 
was riddled with goaltender in¬ 
juries and just 10 games into the 
season. 

That was on Oct. 31, when New 
York erased rallied from two goals 
down to beat fourth-string goalie 
Max Lagace in a 6-4 victory. On 
Sunday night, the Rangers met 
a matured Golden Knights team 
that was looking to get even. 

William Karlsson scored the 
tiebreaking goal midway through 
the third period to lift Vegas to 
a 2-1 victory over New York in 
front of a season-high 18,234 in 
attendance. 

“At the beginning (of the sea¬ 
son) we were having some col¬ 
lapses in the third, and that’s not 
happening anymore,” Karlsson 
said. “I think we’re a better team 
than we were at the start. I think 
we’re more complete. We have a 
solid four lines and our D pairs 
are great. Obviously, the goaltend¬ 
ing has been awesome, too. We’re 
just a more complete team now.” 

James Neal also scored his 18th 
goal of the season, while Marc- 
Andre Fleury stopped 28 shots to 
improve to 9-2-1. 

Now at the halfway point of 
their inaugural campaign, the 
Golden Knights own the top home 
record in the league, moving to 
18-2-1 in the first 21 contests at 
T-Mobile Arena. Vegas is 9-0-1 
in its last 10 at home, including 
seven straight wins. 

“We’re beating good hockey 
teams and we’re playing good 
hockey,” Vegas coach Gerard 
Gallant said. “Tonight, we played 
a real good Ranger team. ... We 
stayed patient, we found a way to 
score late in the hockey game and 
win a big game.” 


Lightning 5, Red Wings 2: Dan 

Girardi had a goal and an assist 
in the first period before blocking 
a shot above the shoulders in the 
second period and leaving Tampa 
Bay’s victory over host Detroit. 

Penguins 6, Bruins 5 (OT): 
Evgeni Malkin got his second goal 
of the game at 2:51 of overtime to 
rally host Pittsburgh past Boston. 

Capitals 4, Blues 3 (OT): Nick- 
las Backstrom scored at 4:17 of 
overtime and Alex Ovechkin had 
a power-play goal and an assist to 
help host Washington. 

Blackhawks 4, Oilers 1: Anton 
Forsberg made 32 saves, and Nick 
Schmaltz and Alex DeBrincat 
scored in the first period in host 
Chicago’s victory over slumping 
Edmonton. 

Islanders 5, Devils 4 (SO): 

Jaroslav Halak made 42 saves 
and Brock Nelson scored the only 
goal in the shootout and host New 
York beat New Jersey to snap a 
five-game losing streak. 

Flyers 4, Sabres 1: Sean Cou¬ 
turier scored the go-ahead goal in 
the second period and added an 
empty-netter to help host Phila¬ 
delphia beat Buffalo for its third 
straight victory. 

Blue Jackets 3, Panthers 2 
(SO): Josh Anderson scored the 
deciding goal in the eighth round 
of the shootout, lifting host Co¬ 
lumbus past Florida. 

Canadiens 5, Canucks 2: 
Brendan Gallagher broke a tie 
midway through the third period, 
and Carey Price made 34 saves 
for host Montreal. 

Jets 4, Sharks 1: Mathieu 
Perreault scored twice, Connor 
Hellebuyck made 31 saves and 
Winnipeg beat San Jose to extend 
its home winning streak to five. 
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Paul Vernon/AP 


Ohio State forward Keita Bates-Diop shoots over Michigan State’s 
Kenny Goins during the second half on Sunday. 

Top 25 roundup 


Bates-Diop, Buckeyes 
stun No. 1 Spartans 


Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Keita 
Bates-Diop scored a career-high 
32 points, and Ohio State stunned 
No. 1 Michigan State 80-64 on 
Sunday. 

The overachieving Buckeyes 
put together an electrifying 12- 
0 run to finish the first half and 
kept their foot on the gas to give 
first-year coach Chris Holtmann 
a signature win, bringing the fans 
at Value City Arena streaming 
onto the court to celebrate. 

“This is a moment our fans and 
our players will remember for a 
long time,” Holtmann said. “It 
feels really good.” 

Ohio State (13-4, 4-0 Big Ten) 
won its third straight in taking 
down the best team it is likely to 
see this season. 

The mistake-prone Spartans 
(15-2, 3-1), who came in leading 
the nation with a 53.3 field-goal 
percentage, shot just 39 percent 
for the game and committed a 
dozen turnovers. 

“We all knew we could do it,” 
said Ohio State forward Jae’Sean 
Tate, who scored 13 points. “And 
that’s where it all started. You 
can’t go into a game against a 
team like Michigan State not be¬ 
lieving that it’s possible to win. I 
think that’s the biggest factor of 
us winning tonight, just the belief 
that we could do it.” 

Bates-Diop hit 12 of 21 attempts 
from the floor. His previous ca¬ 
reer high was 27 points against 
Iowa three days ago. 

No. 4 Arizona State 80, Utah 
77: Shannon Evans scored 22 
points, and visiting Arizona State 
held on for a choppy win to end a 
two-game losing streak. 

Kodi Justice scored 20 points 


and carried the offensive load 
most of the night for Arizona 
State (13-2,1-2 Pac-12), but Evans 
found a groove late, scoring 10 
straight points down the stretch. 
Tra Holder, the league’s leading 
scorer, added 11 points. 

Justin Bibbins had 22 points 
and six assists to lead the Utes 
(10-5, 2-2). 

No. 9 Wichita State 95, South 
Florida 57: Shaquille Morris 
scored 15 points to lead a bal¬ 
anced scoring effort, and the host 
Shockers blew out South Florida. 

Zach Brown had 13 points, and 
Markis McDuffie scored 12 for 
Wichita State (13-2, 3-0 Ameri¬ 
can Athletic Conference). Darral 
Willis scored 11 points. 

Morris, Brown and McDuffie 
were a combined 16-for-19 from 
the floor, helping the Shockers 
shoot 62.7 percent. 

No. 15 Miami 80, No. 24 
Florida State 74: Miami’s 5-foot- 
7 freshman Chris Lykes scored 
a season-high 18 points, and the 
host Hurricanes withstood a late 
rally by the Seminoles. 

Bruce Brown scored a season- 
high 23 points and Dewan Huell 
had 20 points and eight rebounds 
for the Hurricanes (13-2, 2-1 At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference), who 
took the lead for good in the early 
minutes and made 13 of their first 
14 shots. 

Florida State (12-3,1-2) lost for 
the third time in six games. 

No. 19 Cincinnati 76, 5MU 

56: At Highland Heights, Ky, 
Jacob Evans III scored 18 points, 
and Gary Clark had a big sec¬ 
ond half as Cincinnati pulled 
away to extend the longest active 
home-court winning streak in the 
country. 


US likely a threat for 3 medals 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif — With a mixture of veterans 
and teens, the United States has its Olympic figure 
skating team. 

Are there any medals to be found among the 14 
members? 

Probably, with Nathan Chen leading the men’s 
contingent and the Shibutanis ice dancing their way 
to Pyeongchang. A team medal is not out of reach, 
either. 

For now, the winners at nationals are basking in 
the glow of that achievement rather than consider¬ 
ing their chances under the scorching spotlight of 
an Olympic Games. 

“I know you hear it all the time and it’s a cliche,” 
Chen says, “but it truly has to be one step at a time. 
The Olympics are that next step now.” 

Brian Boitano, the 1988 Olympic champions, ex¬ 
pects that next step for Chen to be a huge leap. 

“This is a kid who can step up to the plate,” Boi¬ 
tano says, “and knock it out of the park.” 

For all three men and two of the women in singles, 
it’s something very new to go to the Olympics. Only 
women’s runner-up Mirai Nagasu has been to an 
Olympics, placing fourth in 2010 in Vancouver. 

Pairs champions Alexa Scimeca Knierim and 
Chris Knierim also head to their first Games. The 
Shibutanis were in Sochi, finishing ninth, one spot 
behind Madison Chock and Evan Bates. The other 
ice dance duo, Madison Hubbell and Zachary Dono¬ 
hue, are Olympic newbies, but US. champs. 

“The last two competitions were very intense,” 
Hubbell said of the Grand Prix Final and nationals. 
“I think we all know the ones who skate best on that 
day is going to win, we are that close to each other. 

Here’s how the US. team stacks up for 
Pyeongchang: 

Men: Chen is the clubhouse leader, if you will, 
after acing his first 18. Yes, there are holes in his pro¬ 
gram, particularly the triple axel that he popped in 
Saturday’s free skate. But there also are five quads, 
improved artistry — if viewers stop concentrating 
on his rotations in the air, look and listen for Chen’s 
connection with his music — and a track record for 
an 18-year-old man that is almost unparalleled. 

Adam Rippon, at 28 the veteran of the singles 
skaters, was added to the team at the expense of 
Ross Miner after Rippon finished fourth. His body 
of work — of the three US. men his program is most 
built on creativity and flair — earned him the spot 
one year after he broke his foot. 

Vincent Zhou, 17 and the youngest member of the 
squad, is that rare guy who can jump with Chen, but 
isn’t nearly as polished or accomplished. His time 
near the top is more likely in 2022. 

Women: The heartwarming story belongs to Na¬ 
gasu, 24, quite possibly the only woman who will try 
a triple axel in South Korea. Her career hit some 
rough patches, and when she rallied to finish third 
at nationals four years ago, she was bumped off the 
Olympic team by the federation’s committee in favor 
of Ashley Wagner. 

No bumping this time after Nagasu put out a ca¬ 
reer-best free skate. 



Tony Avelar/AP 


Nathan Chen performs during the free skate at the 
U.5. Figure 5kating Championships on 5aturday. 
Chen is a contender to medal at Pyeongchang. 

“That’s a great story for me, because most people 
have a hardship in their life and they blame and 
they point fingers and they say I was screwed over, 
blah, blah blah,” says coach Tom Zakrqjsek. “Mirai 
could have said that, right? And she could have been 
bitter. I’ve never heard her say that. And to hear that 
maturity in her; even in this moment she’s just own¬ 
ing it.” 

Nagasu probably has the best chance to challenge 
the Russians and Japanese of the three Americans; 
she is more polished and internationally known than 
US. champion Bradie Tennell, who will be 20 at the 
Games, and 2017 American titlist Karen Chen. 

Pairs: One pair, no medals chance. 

That’s simply the state of pairs in the US. It’s been 
that way for years as ice dance has powered its way 
past pairs in the duo events. 

The Knierims’ free skate, when done cleanly, can 
be spectacular. But the consistency and level of dif¬ 
ficulty of their moves — except the quad twist that 
only they do among Americans — can’t compete 
with the top Europeans, Asians and Canadians. 

Dance: From Tanith Belbin and Ben Agosto 
through Meryl Davis and Charlie White, the United 
States has become a force in this discipline. Maia 
and Alex Shibutani have followed their dance steps 
and have a strong shot at a medal despite finishing 
second at nationals. Hubbell and Donohue won the 
US. crown by .19 points, but that also stamps Hub- 
bell/Donohue as medals threats. The third US. ice 
dance team. Chock and Bates, finished eighth at the 
Sochi Games. They won the free dance at nationals 
and were within one point of the top spot. 

In front of the Americans are France’s Gabriella 
Papadakis and Guillaume Cizeron and Canada’s 
2010 Olympic champions, Tessa Virtue and Scott 
Moir, both formidable couples. 



Tony Avelar/AP 

Mala 5hibutaiii, left, and Alex 5hibutani perform during the free dance at the U.5. Championships. 
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Orlin Wagner/AP 

Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid, left, and offensive 
coordinator Matt Nagy talk during a game last year. Chicago Bears 
general manager Ryan Pace announced the hiring of Nagy as his 
team’s 16th head coach on Monday. 


Bears hire Chiefs' Nagy 


By Andrew Seligman 

Associated Press 

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — The Chicago Bears hired 
Kansas City Chiefs offensive coordinator Matt Nagy 
as their new head coach Monday, hoping he can help 
a foundering NFL franchise emerge from one of the 
worst runs in its history. 

The Bears announced the move a week after fir¬ 
ing coach John Fox, who went 14-34 in three seasons 
for a .292 winning percentage that is the second-low¬ 
est in team history. The Bears were 5-11 this past 
season and haven’t finished above .500 since they let 
Lovie Smith go following a 10-6 finish in 2012, two 
years after their last visit to the playoffs. 

The 39-year-old Nagy spent the past 10 seasons 
working under Andy Reid in Philadelphia and Kan¬ 
sas City. He did not call plays until late this season, 
but drew praise for his work with Chiefs quarterback 
Alex Smith. In Chicago, the former quarterback at 
Delaware and then the Arena Football League will 
be trying to develop No. 2 overall draft pick Mitchell 
Trubisky. 

The Chiefs won the AFC West, only to blow an 18- 
point halftime lead in a playoff loss to Tennessee on 
Saturday. The Bears met with Nagy on Sunday and 
wasted little time hiring him. 


Chicago also interviewed Philadelphia quarter¬ 
backs coach John DeFilippo, offensive coordinators 
Pat Shurmur (Minnesota) and Josh McDaniels (New 
England), Vikings defensive coordinator George 
Edwards and Chicago defensive coordinator Vic 
Fangio. 

General manager Ryan Pace, who recently got 
a contract extension through the 2021 season, an¬ 
nounced the decision and will have a lot riding on 
Nagy’s performance. 

Pace has had some big hits in the draft such as 
star running back Jordan Howard (2016, fifth 
round) and notable misses such as oft-injured re¬ 
ceiver Kevin White (2015, first round). Injuries have 
consistently exposed a lack of depth, and Pace’s re¬ 
cord in free agency has so far been shaky in trying 
to replace talented players such as receivers Bran¬ 
don Marshall and Alshon Jeffery, tight end Martel- 
lus Bennett and kicker Robbie Gould. 

Fox helped restore some of the professionalism 
that was missing under former GM Phil Emery 
and coach Marc Trestman. But Fox’s conservative 
approach and some questionable decisions during 
games were sore spots. 

The Bears were 3-15 against the NFC North 
under Fox and dropped all six division games this 
past season. 


Briefly 

Murray aims for Wimbledon 



Matt York/AP 


Dustin Johnson kisses the champions trophy after the final round of 
the Tournament of Champions on Sunday in Kapalua, Hawaii. 

Johnson coasts to title 


Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — 
Andy Murray underwent surgery 
on his right hip on Monday and 
said he hopes to be back playing 
in time for Wimbledon. 

The former No. 1-ranked Mur¬ 
ray, a three-time m^or winner, 
has not played a competitive 
match since a quarterfinal exit at 
Wimbledon last July. 

Murray has been told to expect 
a 14-week recovery period and he 
is targeting a return to the court 
by June. 

“I underwent successful right 
hip surgery at the St Vincent 
Hospital in Melbourne,” Murray 
wrote on his Facebook page. “I’d 
like to thank Dr John O’Donnell 
and all of the staff for looking after 
me. I look forward to returning 
to competitive tennis during the 
grass court season. Thanks to ev¬ 
eryone for all the well wishes and 
support over the last few days. I’ll 
comeback from this.” 

The 30-year-old Murray, 
though, accepts he will have to 
reduce his workload on court. 

Murray said he can get himself 
back to “95 percent of my best.” 

“I believe that’s enough to 
compete at the highest level,” he 
added. “No question.” 

Beamer, Megatron part 
of College Hall class 

ATLANTA — Coaches Frank 
Beamer and Mack Brown were 
selected Monday for the College 
Football Hall of Fame, part of 
a class of 13 that includes for¬ 
mer players Ed Reed and Calvin 
Johnson. 

Brown won 244 games in a 30- 
year head coaching career at four 
schools that featured 16 seasons 
and a national title at Texas. 

Beamer built Virginia Tech 


football into a national power, 
taking over the program in 1987 
and leading the Hokies to a BCS 
championship game in 1999. His 
280 victories rank sixth in FBS 
history. 

The rest of the class includes 
Trevor Cobb of Rice; Kerry Col¬ 
lins of Penn State; Dave Dicken¬ 
son of Montana; Dana Howard of 
Illinois; Paul Palmer of Temple; 
Matt Stinchcomb of Georgia; 
Aaron Taylor of Nebraska; Matt 
Tjeerdsma, who coached Austin 
College and Northwest Missouri 
State; and Michigan’s Charles 
Woodson, whose selection was 
announced Sunday. 

Ian Harkes could make 
US team debut 

CHICAGO — D.C. United mid¬ 
fielder Ian Harkes, a son of for¬ 
mer U.S. captain John Harkes, 
is among 15 players who could 
make their national team debuts 
in an exhibition against Bosnia 
and Herzegovina on Jan. 28 at 
Carson, California. 

Acting U.S. coach Dave Sara- 
chan announced a 30-man roster 
to report Wednesday to training 
camp. This is the second match 
for the Americans since they 
failed to qualify for this year’s 
World Cup. 

The most experienced player 
is LA Galaxy midfielder Gyasi 
Zardes with 37 international ap¬ 
pearances. The only other players 
with extensive national team ex¬ 
perience are midfielder Paul Ar¬ 
riola, and forwards Juan Agudelo 
and Jordan Morris. 

Ian Harkes, who turns 23 in 
March, won the 2016 Hermann 
Trophy as the top college player 
after captaining Wake Forest. He 
signed with M^or League Soccer 
last January. 


Jags DE accuses Bills’ 
Incognito of racist slurs 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Jack¬ 
sonville Jaguars defensive end 
Yannick Ngakoue says Buffalo 
Bills guard Richie Incognito used 
“weak racist slurs” during their 
playoff game Sunday. 

Ngakoue voiced his complaint 
on Twitter, calling out Incognito 
by his No. 64 jersey. 

Ngakoue wrote: “Great win 
today! And 64, you goin have to 
come harder than some weak 
racist slurs. I’m proud of my Af¬ 
rican heritage, as are 70% of the 
other Black players in this league. 
#Iaintjonathanmartin! ” 

An NFL investigation found 
that Incognito and two Miami 
Dolphins teammates engaged in 
persistent harassment directed at 
fellow offensive lineman Jonathan 
Martin, who left the team in the 
middle of the 2013 season. Incog¬ 
nito was suspended for the final 
eight games and sat out the 2014 
season before joining the Bills. 

Spurs’ Leonard has 
partial tear in shoulder 

PORTLAND, Ore. —San Anto¬ 
nio Spurs coach Gregg Popovich 
says forward Kawhi Leonard has 
a partial tear in his left shoulder. 

Popovich revealed the injury 
Sunday before San Antonio’s 
game against the Trail Blazers. It 
was not immediately known how 
serious or extensive the tear is. 

Leonard sustained the injury 
during the Spurs’ 103-89 win Fri¬ 
day over the Phoenix Suns. 

“It’s too bad because he was 
starting to get back into form a 
little bit after playing a couple of 
games,” Popovich told reporters 
gathered. 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 

KAPALUA, Hawaii — Dustin 
Johnson hit one of the best shots 
he never saw. 

Not all of it, anyway. 

The Sentry Tournament of 
Champions had reached that stage 
where all that was left to decide 
was the margin by which Johnson 
would win. He had a two-shot lead 
to start the final round at Kapalua, 
stretched to six shots at the turn 
and was leading by five when he 
reached the 343-yard 12th hole, 
where the final 120 yards are 
down the a steep hill with the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean on the horizon. 

That’s where Johnson delivered 
the signature moment in the first 
PGA Tour event of the new year. 

He knew his drive was good 
when he hit it. What he missed 
was the ball catching the right 
bounce to feed it onto the green, 
and then rolling straight toward 
the pin until it stopped just inches 
away from a hole-in-one. 

“I could see it until it landed, 
but I knew it was on a good line,” 
he said. “I know exactly where I 
want it to come down out of the 
air, and it did. So I knew it was 


going to be pretty good. I just 
didn’t think I was going to have a 
tap-in.” 

When informed how close it 
was by Golf Channel reporter 
Jim “Bones” Mackay, Johnson 
told him he caught it a little thin. 

He was joking. 

Johnson made up for his last 
PGA Tour event — the HSBC 
Champions in Shanghai, where 
he tied the worst kind of record by 
losing a six-shot lead — by turn¬ 
ing the Tournament of Champi¬ 
ons into a statement that he has 
been No. 1 in the world the last 11 
months for a reason. 

Playing in the last group, he 
produced an 8-under 65 for the 
best round of the tournament. He 
led by at least five shots over the 
final 11 holes. He finished at 24- 
under 268 and collected the 17th 
victory of his PGA Tour career. 

Jon Rahm made his Kapalua 
debut by closing with a 69 to fin¬ 
ish second. The 23-year-old from 
Spain moved to No. 3 in the world. 

Brian Harman closed with a 
72 for third, while Hideki Mat¬ 
suyama (66), Pat Perez (69) and 
Rickie Fowler (70) were another 
shot behind. 
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Titans owner: Mularkey's job safe 


^Mike Mularkey is our head coach and will 
be our head coach moving forward, f 

Amy Adams Strunk 

Titans owner, addressing speculation that coach 
Mike Mularkey’s job has been on the line in recent weeks 


Speculation has continued 
over coach’s job security 

By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Ten¬ 
nessee owner Amy Adams Strunk 
shot down speculation that Mike 
Mularkey’s job is at risk, saying 
her coach is going nowhere after 
helping change the Titans’ cul¬ 
ture and getting their first playoff 
victory in 14 years. 

National reports first had Mu¬ 
larkey potentially fired if the 
Titans lost their regular-season 
finale and again if Tennessee 
lost its AFC wild-card game at 
Kansas City. Instead, the Titans 
pulled off a mgjor comeback after 
trailing 21-3 at halftime. 

Strunk tried to stop all the talk 
with her statement on Mularkey’s 
job security Sunday. 

“I regret that outside rumors 
gained a life of their own,” Strunk 
said. “No one has been a bigger 
supporter of Mike Mularkey than 
I have over the last two-plus sea¬ 
sons. ... Just to eliminate any dis¬ 
tractions moving forward, Mike 
Mularkey is our head coach and 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Tennessee Titans owner Amy 
Adams Strunk attempted to 
end speculation about the fate 
of head coach Mike Mularkey, 
pictured, on Sunday, affirming 
that Mularkey would remain the 
team’s coach “moving forward.” 

will be our head coach moving 
forward.” 

Strunk made Mularkey interim 
head coach in November 2015 


after firing Ken Whisenhunt who 
went 3-20 in his short tenure. 
Mularkey went 2-7 before Strunk 
gave him a three-year contract as 
head coach in January 2016, two 
days after hiring Jon Robinson as 
general manager. 

Mularkey addressed the na¬ 
tional reports that his job was on 
the line after the Titans beat Kan¬ 
sas City 22-21 on Saturday. 

“No,” Mularkey said. “I haven’t 
had any support to say that I was 
(secure). No. I just assumed the 
worst.” 

Hours after his owner’s state¬ 
ment of support, Mularkey said 
that the Titans “absolutely” are 
on the same page together. He 
also called Strunk’s statement 
nice and that he had only wanted 
to talk about the Titans beating a 
good team in their own backyard 
after the game. 


Asked if the statement has put 
his mind at ease, Mularkey said 
he’s addressed the situation with 
his staff and won’t talk about it 
anymore. 

“I’m already onto New Eng¬ 
land,” Mularkey said. “It’s been 
addressed, and I’m full-speed 
ahead getting ready for New Eng¬ 
land with our staff” 

Strunk credited Mularkey and 
Robinson with changing the cul¬ 
ture of the organization and said 
she’s so happy they’ve been able 
to win 19 games over the past 
two seasons, including the first 
playoff victory since Jan. 3, 2004. 
She said the Titans have plenty 
of work ahead starting with the 
AFC divisional round, visiting 
No. 1 seed New England (13-3) on 
Saturday night. 

“I am looking forward to the 
journey,” Strunk said. 


Rankled: Patriots chasing third crown in four seasons 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


From left, Atlanta defenders LaRoy Reynolds, Duke Riley, and Kemal Ishmael celebrate the 
Falcons’ 26-13 wild-card playoff victory over the Rams on Saturday in Los Angeles. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Antonio Brown return from a torn calf he sus¬ 
tained on Dec. 17 against New England. 

The NFC’s top seed, Philadelphia (13-3), 
hosts the defending conference champion At¬ 
lanta Falcons (11-6) on Saturday and the Min¬ 
nesota Vikings (13-3) host the New Orleans 
Saints. 

The Saints (12-5) edged Carolina 31-26 Sun¬ 
day night in the wild-card weekend finale. 

The Falcons throttled the upstart Los An¬ 
geles Rams 26-13 Saturday night, sending the 
league’s best comeback story of 2017 to a pre¬ 
mature end. 

The Patriots have won 11 of 12 after stum¬ 
bling to a 2-2 start but the buzz around Boston 
isn’t about their usual dominance but whether 
that excellence could be coming to an end 
soon. 

Brady, Belichick and Kraft released a joint 
statement this weekend dismissing as “flat- 
out inaccurate” an ESPN report detailing an 
array of tension in New England between the 
triumphant triumvirate responsible for deco¬ 
rating team headquarters with five champi¬ 
onship trophies. 

One of the many things the Patriots are 
good at is navigating negativity. 

Last year they overcame the loss of tight 
end Rob Gronkowski to win it all and they’re 
trying to do the same this year without re¬ 
ceiver Julian Edelman and linebacker Dont’a 
Hightower, two of their biggest stars. 

The other AFC game is a rematch of Week 
5, when the Jaguars beat Pittsburgh 30-9. Ben 
Roethlisberger, who threw five interceptions 
in that game, has led Pittsburgh to 10 wins in 
11 games since then with the lone loss coming 
against the Patriots, 24-21 last month when 
Brown got hurt and missed most of the show¬ 
down in Pittsburgh. 

In Blake Bortles, the Steelers will face a 
quarterback who ran for more yards (88) than 
he threw for (87) Sunday and who put togeth¬ 
er one decent drive all day. 

“We weren’t sharp, we made some bad plays 
and did some stupid stuff, but we found a way 
to win and that’s all that matters,” said Bor¬ 
tles, whose TD pass to backup tight end Ben 


Koyack late in the third quarter was his best 
throw of the game and a gutsy call on fourth- 
and-goal from the 1. 

Although they’re the sixth seed, the Falcons 
are the only NFC team to make it back to the 
playoffs this year, and that edge in experi¬ 
ence showed Saturday night in the Rams’ first 
playoff game at the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum since 1979. 

One year after advancing to the Super Bowl, 
the Falcons are “a battle-tested brotherhood,” 
suggested coach Dan Quinn, who added Sun¬ 
day “That kind of experience I thought cer¬ 
tainly showed up last night.” 

After showing impressive poise against the 
Rams, it’s on to Philadelphia, which is the 
NFC’s top seed for the first time since 2004 


but is led by backup quarterback Nick Foies 
following a season-ending knee injury to MVP 
hopeful Carson Wentz. 

So, it’s no surprise the Falcons opened as 2- 
point favorites on the road. 

The Vikings are coming off a first-round 
playoff bye for the first time since 2000 and 
they’ll face a Saints team that features Mark 
Ingram and rookie Alvin Kamara, who com¬ 
bined for 1,852 yards rushing and 26 touch¬ 
downs during the regular season but were 
quiet Sunday, managing just 45 yards on 19 
carries but one of them was a 2-yard TD by 
Kamara. 

The Vikings beat the Saints 29-19 on open¬ 
ing weekend when Sam Bradford and not Case 
Keenum was under center for Minnesota. 


Scoreboard 


Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 
Sunday, Jan. 7 
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 
Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
Atlanta at Philadelphia 
Tennessee at New England 
Sunday, Jan. 14 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh 
New Orleans at Minnesota 
Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

TBD 

NFC 


AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowi 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapoiis, Minn. 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 

Sunday 

Jaguars 10, Bills 3 

Buffaio 0 3 0 0-3 

Jacksonviiie 0 3 7 0—10 

Second Quarter 

Buf-FG Hauschka 31, 1:49. 

Jac-FG Lambo44, :02. 

Third Quarter 

Jac—Koyack 1 pass from Bortles 

(Lambo kick), :42. 


A-69,442. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


Buf 


18-40-2 

2-15 

8-43.4 


Jac 


12-23-0 

2-12 

9-44.3 


INDiVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Buffalo, McCoy 19-75, Tay¬ 
lor 7-27, Tolbert 4-15, D.Thompson 1-9, 
Peterman 1-4. Jacksonville, Bortles 10- 
88, Fournette 21-57, M.Lee 1-5, Grant 1-3, 
Ivory 1-2. 

Passing—Buffalo, Taylor 17-37-1-134, 
Peterman 1-3-1-14. Jacksonville, Bortles 
12-23-0-87. 

Receiving—Buffalo, McCoy 6-44, Clay 
3-15, D.Thompson 2-23, O’Leary 2-22, 
Z.Jones 2-20, Tolbert 1-10, Benjamin 1-9, 
L.Thomas 1-5. Jacksonville, Westbrook 
5-48, Fournette 3-21, Lewis 3-17, Koyack 

Missed fieid goais—None. 

Saints 31, Panthers 26 

Caroiina 0 9 3 14-26 

NewOrieans 7 14 3 7-31 

First Quarter 

NO—Ginn 80 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 1:46. 

Second Quarter 

Car-FG Gano 27, 14:12. 

NO—J.Flill 9 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 9:04. 

Car-FG Gano 39, 2:47. 

NO-Line 1 run (Lutz kick), :43. 

Car-FG Gano 58, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Car-FG Gano 29, 10:58. 

NO-FG Lutz 57, 6:05. 

Fourth Quarter 

Car—Olsen 14 pass from Newton 
(Gano kick), 12:47. 

NO—Kamara 2 run (Lutz kick), 5:08. 

Car—McCaffrey 56 pass from Newton 
(Gano kick), 4:09. 


A-73,186. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


Car 


NO 


24-41-0 23-33-1 


26:11 


INDiVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Carolina, Stewart 11-51, 
Newton 8-37, McCaffrey 6-16, Whittaker 
1-3. New Orieans, Kamara 10-23, Ingram 
9-22, Line 1-1, Brees l-(minus 1), Lewis 
l-(minus 4). 

Passing—Caroiina, Newton 24-40- 
0-349, Anderson O-l-O-O. New Orieans, 
Brees 23-33-1-376. 

Receiving—Caroiina, Olsen 8-107, Mc¬ 
Caffrey 6-101, Funchess 4-79, Clay 3-32, 
Bersin 2-27, Dickson 1-3. New Orieans, 
Thomas 8-131, Ginn 4-115, B.Coleman 4- 
44, J.Flill 3-49, Ingram 1-13, Kamara 1-10, 
Snead 1-7, Line 1-7. 

Missed fieid goais—Caroiina, Gano 
25. 


Calendar 

Jan. 13-14 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 21 — Conference championships. 

Feb. 4 — Super Bowl at Minneapolis. 

Feb. 27-March 5 — NFL comine in In¬ 
dianapolis. 

March 14 — 2018 league calendar be¬ 
gins, free agency opens, trades allowed. 

March 25-28 — Annual league meet¬ 
ing, Orlando. 
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Saints hold off Panthers rally to advance 



Butch Dill/AP 


New Orleans Saints cornerback Ken Crawley, left, breaks up a pass in the end zone intended for 
Carolina Panthers tight end Greg Olsen in the first half on Sunday in New Orleans. 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Drew 
Brees and the New Orleans Saints 
face the prospect of seeing their 
season end where it began. 

That is, unless they’ve im¬ 
proved enough to turn the tables 
on the Minnesota Vikings, who 
beat New Orleans convincingly in 
Week 1. 

“That feels like ages and ages 
ago,” Brees said of the 29-19 loss 
in Minnesota, describing the dif¬ 
ference between the Saints then 
and now as “night and day.” 

The Saints (12-5) rebounded 
from double-digit losses to the Vi¬ 
kings and New England Patriots 
in their first two games to win the 
NFC South. Now they’re on to the 
divisional round of the NFC play¬ 
offs after holding off Carolina 
(11-6) 31-26 on Sunday. 

New Orleans’ next game comes 
one day before Brees turns 39 
years old, and will come one 
week after the veteran quarter¬ 
back reminded everyone he’s still 
capable of big passing days if op¬ 
posing defenses sell out to stop 
the Pro Bowl running back tan¬ 
dem of Mark Ingram and Alvin 
Kamara. 

Brees completed 23 passes to 
eight different receivers for 375 
yards and two touchdowns. Only 
two of his completions went to In¬ 
gram or Kamara, who accounted 
for only 68 yards from scrimmage 
combined. 

“We trust our system. We trust 
each other and what we proved is 
we can beat you in a lot of differ¬ 
ent ways,” Brees said. “There’s no 
better feeling than knowing you 
just won, not only won but won a 
playoff game as a team and now 
you’re on to the next one.” 

His touchdown passes of 80 
yards to Ted Ginn and 9-yards to 
tight end Josh Hill helped New 


Orleans open up a 21-6 lead late 
in the first half Michael Thomas 
caught eight passes for 131 yards, 
including a 46-yarder that set up 
Kamara’s short TD run in the 
fourth quarter. 

For the Panthers, it was an 
excruciating end to the season. 
Beaten soundly by the Saints 
twice before this season, they 
pushed New Orleans to the brink 


in the third matchup. 

Aided by the return of star tight 
end Greg Olsen, the Panthers 
drove inside the Saints 22-yard 
line five times, only to come away 
with nothing twice and field goals 
three other times. 

“That was the difference in the 
game,” said Olsen, who had eight 
catches for 107 yards and a touch¬ 
down. “We moved the ball pretty 


much at will the whole game. We 
just struggled in the first half in 
the red zone and it turned out to 
be points that we kept chasing.” 

Still, the Panthers had a first 
down on the Saints 21 with 41 sec¬ 
onds left. It wasn’t until Newton’s 
intentional grounding in the face 
of end Cameron Jordan’s pass 
rush, followed by Vonn Bell’s sack 
on a safety blitz on fourth down. 


that the Saints sealed the victory. 

Some other things to know from 
the Saints’ win: 

Getting pressure: The Saints 
sacked Newton four times. Jor¬ 
dan, Bell, linebacker Jonathan 
Freeny and defensive tackle 
David Onyemata each had one. 
Jordan, a newly named All- 
Pro, also tipped two passes and 
might have made his biggest play 
when he ran through two block¬ 
ers to force Newton’s intentional 
grounding. Their pass rush could 
be a factor against Minnesota QB 
Case Keenum, who’s been sacked 
17 times in Minnesota’s last six 
games. 

Certainly, Jordan expects a dif¬ 
ferent game that Week 1, when 
the Saints had one sack — by Jor¬ 
dan — against then-starter Sam 
Bradford. 

“We had a young defense that 
was still learning,” Jordan said. 
“We’ve clearly turned the corner. 
We’ve clearly turned to the next 
chapter. Now we’re into the play¬ 
offs and we’ve got bigger and bet¬ 
ter goals.” 

Secondary concerns: While 
the Saints’ defense has been far 
better this season than last, the 
secondary has looked more vul¬ 
nerable lately. Against Carolina, 
they allowed Newton to pass for 
349 yards, his second most all 
season. New Orleans struggled 
to cover Olsen and versatile run¬ 
ning back Christian McCaffrey, 
who six catches for 101 yards, in¬ 
cluding a 56-yard score. 

End zone protection: While 
the Saints defense gave up 413 
net yards, their ability to keep 
Carolina out of the end zone was 
crucial. 

“It’s better to hold them to 
three than six,” Bell said. “We 
held them in the red zone and we 
won the game.” 


Jaguars defense shines in ugly win 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — All-Pro cor¬ 
nerback Jalen Ramsey wasted little time 
turning his attention to Jacksonville’s next 
playoff game. 

He also knew everyone else wanted 
to look back at that Week 5 matchup at 
Pittsburgh. 

“I’m sure they’re thinking that game 
was a fluke,” Ramsey said. 

The Jaguars (11-6) will try to prove it 
wasn’t when they return to the Steel City 
next week. 

Jacksonville’s latest defensive gem — a 
10-3 victory against Buffalo (9-8) on Sunday 
— set up a rematch with the Steelers (13-3). 

The Jaguars stunned Pittsburgh in the 
first meeting, a 30-9 win in which Ben Ro- 
ethlisberger threw five interceptions, was 
sacked twice and finished with the lowest 
passer rating of his career. 

“The game was a great illustration on if 
we play the way we’re capable of playing, 
then we can beat anybody like that,” Jag¬ 
uars cornerback Aaron Colvin said. 

“We know they’re going to be motivated. 
Ben said it earlier in the week or whenever 


that he wanted to see us again, so we know 
we’re going to get their best shot. But at the 
same time, they’re to get our best shot, too. 

“Whenever somebody gets our best shot, 
it hasn’t turned out too good for people.” 

The Bills experienced that first-hand in 
Sunday’s AFC wild-card game. 

Tyrod Taylor completed 17 of 37 passes 
for 134 yards, with an interception, against 
the NFL’s best pass defense. LeSean 
McCoy carried 19 times for 75 yards, but 
a third of those came on one run. McCoy 
also had 44 yards receiving. 

Jacksonville’s offense was even more 
inept. 

Blake Bortles completed 12 of 23 passes 
for 87 yards, with a touchdown. Bortles 
was off all day, but made up for it with his 
legs. He ran for 88 yards, becoming the 
second starting quarterback in the past 
25 years to win a playoff game with more 
yards rushing than passing. Atlanta’s Mi¬ 
chael Vick also did it against the St. Louis 
Rams in the 2004 playoffs. 

“That’s usually not ideal for a quarter¬ 
back,” Bortles said. 

It was enough Sunday, at least with a de¬ 
fense this stingy. 

“I think we should hold every team to zero 


because that’s just the kind of defense we 
are,” Colvin said. “Teams are going to move 
the ball and make plays, but at the end of the 
day, we’re the most dominant defense in the 
league. We’ve got to hold teams to zero.” 

Leonard Fournette ran 21 times for 57 
yards against a defense that had been giv¬ 
ing up nearly 125 a game. It didn’t help that 
Bortles misfired early and often. 

He put together one decent drive, mak¬ 
ing as many plays with his feet as his arm, 
and capped it with a 1-yard scoring pass to 
backup tight end Ben Koyack on a gutsy, 
fourth-and-goal call. 

“Kind of reference it to a pitcher,” Bor¬ 
tles said. “You go out and something is not 
right, you don’t have a fastball, you don’t 
have a curveball. You have to find another 
pitch to be able to land and be successful 
and get guys out. That’s kind of the same 
thing playing quarterback.” 

Here are some things to know about 
Jacksonville’s victory over Buffalo: 

McCoy goes: McCoy topped 100 yards 
from scrimmage for the first time in his 
playoff career. “I’m proud of the way 
LeSean rose to the occasion,” Bills coach 
Sean McDermott said. “He battled in 
there, and it wasn’t easy for him.” 



Stephen B. Morton/AP 


Jaguars linebacker Donald Payne 
celebrates after defeating the Bills 
in an NFL wild-card game Sunday in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Late chances: The Bills had plenty 
of chances down the stretch, but a huge 
penalty against tight end Charles Clay, 
a dropped pass by Zay Jones and then a 
tackle that knocked Taylor out of the game 
ended any threat of a comeback. 

Taylor’s helmet slammed hard against 
the ground after getting thrown down by 
Dante Fowler Jr. He had to be helped off 
the field. 
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Spartans stunned 

Unranked Buckeyes take down 
No. 1 Michigan State » Page 28 
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TWCJ’re 
back 


Coming off of a first-round bye, 
the Patriots wiil look to squelch 
recent reports of friction between 
QB Tom Brady, pictured, and 
coach Bili Belichick, beiow, when 
they host the Tennessee Titans on 
Saturday in Foxborough, Mass. 


Fresh off eighth consecutive first-round bye. 
Patriots are rested, recharged - and rankled 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

R echarged and rankled are the New 
England Patriots, who await a visit 
from the Tennessee Titans in the AFC 
divisional playoffs next weekend. 

The Titans (10-7) are coming off their first 
playoff win in 14 seasons, a 22-21 thriller at Kan¬ 
sas City in the wild-card round Saturday that left 
the Chiefs winless at Arrowhead in the postsea¬ 
son since 1994. 

The Patriots (13-3) are fresh off their eighth 


consecutive first-round bye as they seek their 
third title in four years. 

They’re not only refreshed but fired up after a 
report suggesting a fractured relationship that 
could break up the franchise’s three most impor¬ 
tant pieces in QB Tom Brady, coach Bill Belichick 
and owner Robert Kraft. 

Jacksonville (11-6), coming off its first playoff 
win in a decade, a 10-3 snoozer over Buffalo on 
Sunday, visits Pittsburgh (13-3) in the other AFC 
divisional playoff game. 

The Steelers are hoping the weekend off helps 
SEE RANKLED ON PAGE 30 


US figure skating should contend for medals 


» Page 28 
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